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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 


In more ways than one, C. H. McConnell, 
president of the Economical Drug Com- 
pany, of Chicago, is an unique figure in the 
retail drug world. Although he pretends 
to no knowledge of pharmacy he is the proprietor of and con- 
ducts one of the most strictly pharmaceutical stores in the 
United States, putting up 400 to 500 prescriptions daily and 
selling no soda water and no cigars. Without any pretence 
of being a professional man he has not hesitated to discourage 
the use of proprietary medicines, and has gone to the extent 
of printing circulars warning customers against the use of cer- 
tain patent medicines containing alcohol or cocaine, and of 
handing out one of these circulars with each of the bottles sold. 


ONE MAN 
AND His Ways. 


He first declined to sell a catarrh snuff containing cocaine, but 
finding that this did not stop the sale he again put it in stock, 
and with each bottle sold handed the customer a circular set- 
ting forth the dangerous contents of the patent medicine and 
the risk of acquiring a habit from its use. Now Mr. McConnell 
has set aside $26,000 worth of common stock, one-fourth of the 
whole, to be given to employees who have been five years in his 
service, the stock being paid for out of the annual dividends, 
which have been fixed at 40 per cent., though the earnings have 
really exceeded this figure. Would that we had more such 
figures in pharmacy! 


Mr. Greaven, widely known as the 
manager of Perry’s pharmacy in the 
Pulitzer Building, is impressed by 
long experience with the necessity of 
the study of languages on the part of pharmacy students, and 
he has given expression to this in a letter to the editor which 
is printed elsewhere. The cosmopolitan character of New 
York’s population makes it incumbent upon the prescription 
pharmacist to know something of the languages of continental 
Europe. The young clerk should be encouraged to occupy his 
spare moments in the study of German or French, and if Italian 
could be added so much the better. It is expected, of course, 
that the competent prescriptionist possesses a knowledge of 
Latin. Education of a higher order is the demand of the times 
and the acquirement of skill in languages should not interfere 
with the business education of the pharmacist. Time and 
money spent in acquiring a knowledge of German alone will be 
well spent. As an investment it is better than putting money 
in a savings bank, for it will bring returns throughout a life- 
time of a character such as would be impossible from a mere 
monetary investment. 


AN INVESTMENT 
FOR THE DruG CLERK. 


A quiet inquiry conducted by 
the AMERICAN DruaGist has 
revealed the fact that con- 
trary to expectations aroused 
by the crusade of the American Medical Association against 
proprietary medicinal compounds, the number of such com- 
pounds prescribed by physicians was greater during 1905 than 
in the year preceding. One out of five prescriptions are, ac- 
cording to one of our correspondents, “ wholly or in part for 
factory-made preparations.” Some of our readers in certain 
localities appear to be singularly favored, one pharmacist who 
does a considerable prescription business in one of the chief 
cities in Connecticut not having been called upon to put up a 
dozen special preparations in a year, though he enjoys a larger 
share of the prescription trade of his city than any of his 
competitors. Reports from Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago and 
the metropolitan district of New York indicate that the custom 
of prescribing proprietary preparations by physicians has 
grown steadily year by year and the rate of increase has been 
greatest during 1905. This would seem to indicate one of two 
things, either that The Journal of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation is without influence in the larger cities, or that it has 
no circulation in them. 


GROWTH IN THE 
PRESCRIBING OF PROPRIETARIES. 


The Legislative Situation. 

A good deal of space in our news columns is taken up with 
reference to proposed legislation affecting pharmacy. The agi- 
tation against the indiscriminate sale of medicinal preparations 
of secret formula has reached the point where it finds ex- 
pression in legislative measures intended to cure the evils sur- 
rounding the sale of these remedies. 
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It is to the credit of the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion that the first step in the direction of regulating the sale 
of narcotic drugs and preparations was taken by that body, and 
our readers will recall the able report made by Hy. P. Hynson, 
of Baltimore, as chairman of the Committee on Narcotic Drugs, 
appointed at the meeting of the American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation in St. Louis in 1901. This committee, which was ap- 
pointed to study the subject of drug addictions with a view of 
checking the evil, collected a mass of valuable statistics, which 
resulted in the drafting of what is known as the “ Model Anti- 
Narcotic Law.” This model has been of service, and has been 
adopted by two State bodies as a basis for legislation govern- 
ing the sale of narcotics. 

The attitude of the American Pharmaceutical Association 
toward this question has been adopted by the more progressive 
and intelligent section of the drug trade generally. It is, of 
course, preferable to have any legislation affecting the drug 
trade emanate from the trade itself, than to have it come from 
alien and possibly inimical sources. It is better for the drug 
trade as well as the public that practically all legislation af- 
fecting pharmacy and imposing restrictions upon it in the in- 
terest of the public welfare has come from within the ranks 
of the craft. The history of pharmaceutical legislation shows 
clearly the lofty aspirations which have moved the leaders in 
pharmacy to undertake pharmaceutical legislation. It is well, 
therefore, that the regulation of the proprietary medicine busi- 
ness should also have the benefit of the advice and the expe- 
rience of the American Pharmaceutical Association, and it is 
with pleasure that we present to our readers the draft of the 
measure which was formulated at Chicago last month at a 
joint conference attended by representatives of the four na- 
tional bodies of the drug trade, namely, the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association, the National Wholesale Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation, the National Association of Retail Druggists and the 
Proprietary Association of America. The text of the special 
bill proposed for the State of New York by a volunteer com- 
mittee, of which Dr. William J. Schieffelin is a prominent 
member, and the text of the measure which 7'he Ladies’ Home 
Journal has placed before the public are also given. 

While the measure proposed by the joint conference may 
not be ideal, it is the result of a careful study of the situation 
by competent experts who are thoroughly familiar with all 
the practical aspects of the questions involved. While not im- 
posing impossible conditions, the enactment of this measure 
would, in our opinion, go far toward remedying the evils which 
have been so freely ventilated of late in the public press. 

One objection which applied to all anti-narcotic legislation 
thus far proposed is that none of the measures which we 
have seen provides for future additions to the list of narcotic 
drugs. This phase of the subject has been discussed at meet- 
ings of the American Pharmaceutical Association on various 
occasions, and it seems to be one which it is impossible to meet 
in any practicable way. 

The measure proposed by The Ladies’ Home Journal pro- 
vides for the publication of the complete working formula of 
every “ patent” or proprietary medicine. This, it seems to us, 
is wholly unnecessary from the point of view of protecting the 
public. An attempt to accomplish the same purpose is made in 
the New York bill in so far as the public safety demands such 
a protection by the requirement to print on the container the 
name of any narcotic drug or chemical (the names being given 
in the bill), “or any other hypnotic, anesthetic, analgetic, or 
cardiac, circulatory, respiratory or nerve depressant,’ which 
may be contained in the preparation, together with a statement 
as to the exact proportion of such ingredients as may be con- 
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tained in the preparation. This provision comes as near to 
providing for possible additions to the list of narcotics as any- 
thing which we have yet seen, and it is open to criticism on the 
ground that the widest difference of opinion would be found to 
exist among experts as to what really constitute “a hypnotic, 
anesthetic, analgetic, or cardiac, circulatory, respiratory or 
nerve depressant.” In fact, this difference of opinion on the 
part of experts is the stumbling block in the formulation of 
any measure intended to provide for additions to our materia 
medica. 

In connection with this, the statement of Governor Higgins, 
of New York, in regard to the insurance situation, that what 
was needed was legislation that is drastic but practicable, radi- 
cal but sane; that what was wanted were laws drafted in a 
courageous but not in a hysterical spirit, is worth remembering. 
Governor Higgins’ formula would seem to be well adapted to 
pharmaceutical and narcotic legislation. 


New York a Storm Center. 


The pharmaceutical pot is fairly a-boil in New York at the 
present time, and, from the pharmacist’s point of view, the city 
is the storm center of the country. First in importance would 
appear to be the formation of the United Chemists’ Company 
with a capitalization of $10,000,000, whose promoters are quite 
convinced that they can effect a revolution in retail drug trade 
methods. The chief promoter of this enterprise observes a 
strange reticence regarding the real aim and objects of the 
company, and the uneasy feeling has been allowed to grow 
among those interested in the welfare of pharmacy that drug 
stores are to be operated in connection with the tobacconist 
shops of the United Cigar Stores Company, the president to be, 
and principal promoter of, the United Chemists’ Company being 
president of the United Cigar Stores Company. 

Much of the speculation in regard to the probable operations 
of the new drug store combine is silly and utterly unworthy of 
serious attention. Some news agency has evidently been at 
work in the collection of salable “copy” to credulous country 
newspapers, for we have been deluged with reports from all 
parts of the country in which newspapers are named as author- 
ity for statements respecting the purchase of drug stores in 
the respective localities by the new drug trust, whose charter, 
it may be well to state, confines its operations to the cities of 
New York, Chicago and Philadelphia. Another wild rumor has 
connected the United Chemists’ Company with the United Drug 
Company and the United Cigar Stores Company with the Na- 
tional Cigar Stands Company and the American Tobacco Com- 
pany. For much of the misinformation regarding the new com- 
pany which has been circulated through the press of the country 
the promoter himself is largely responsible, for he has been 
offered the opportunity to declare his intentions through rep- 
utable trade periodicals and he has declined to take advantage 
of the offer. All the information at present obtainable from 
officers of the new concern through personal interviews with 
them is published elsewhere in this issue of the AMERICAN 
DRvuGGIST. 

As part of the seething and fermenting of the pharmaceu- 
tical melange the discussion at a recent meeting of the New York 
Academy of Medicine of the question of adulterated drugs de- 
serves mention. In this case a departure was made from the 
customary point of attack on pharmacists, for it was the whole- 
salers who had to bear the brunt of assault. Particulars of the 
meeting are contained in our news columns along with many 
other matters of interest to the trade. 
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(Written for the American Druggist.) 
OXYGEN TOILET PREPARATIONS. 
By RICHARD VON Foreccrer, PH.D. 
New York. 


The appearance on the market lately of a number of oxygen 
products leads us to speculate on the various uses to which they 
might be put. 

There is no doubt that the cosmetic trade will be one of the 
first to benefit by these new products, the importance of which is 
indicated by the word “ oxygen.” It is not incorrect to say 
that the words “ oxygen” and “ozone” have already gained 
some importance in this trade; but, indeed, almost without 
exception, in name alone. A number of preparations, oint- 
ments, lotions, powders, etc., pretend to indicate by their trade 
name, their relationship to this all-important element, oxygen, 
the value of which has been recognized; is known to the public 
and its suggestion is, on this account, calculated to attract 
the user. 

So far there is, to our knowledge, only one toilet prepara- 
tion on the market which claims the name of an oxygen prepa- 
ration with full right, and that is “ Calox,” the oxygen tooth 
powder. It is a dentifrice containing calcium peroxide, liberat- 
ing in its use active oxygen, which disinfects and bleaches. It 
is a splendid preparation, gaining daily in reputation with both 
the medical profession and the public. 

We predict that this marks only the beginning of the era 
of oxygen preparations; there is a strong demand for more. 
We need an oxygen talcum powder, an oxygen face cream, an 
oxygen skin bleach, a nail bleach, and a harmless fluid oxygen 
disinfectant. 

To accomplish this we now have besides the calcium per- 
oxide a sodium perborate, a zinc perborate, and a zinc per- 
oxide; all of which, according to their properties, will serve 
for the useful putting up of the various preparations. 


WHAT IS SODIUM PERBORATE? 


Let us first ask What is sodium perborate? It is a powder 
which produces upon its solution in water hydrogen peroxide 
of variable strength. It is a powder which, in contact with 
moisture or with skin secretions, produces nascent oxygen. 
It is therefore a concentrated form of hydrogen peroxide. 
As it also exerts all the properties of potassium permanganate, 
excepting the toxic irritating and color effects, it might be 
called a white and nonirritating potassium permanganate. 
These properties are suggestive for the man who knows, but 
there is still more worth mentioning. 

As seen, perborate offers the advantage that it is soluble 
in water and liberates its oxygen quicker than the other per- 
oxides, by mere contact with moist substances. In addition it 
has the property of being stable and, to use a paradoxical ex- 
pression, is chemically elastic. Exposed to humid air it will 
attract moisture; it will gain in weight and in volume, and 
lose both when exposed to dry air, without having lost any 
of its strength in available oxygen. It is particularly noted 
that the powder offers no chance of explosion or combustion. 
In this property of the stability of an oxygen powder lies the 
secret of its superiority over simple peroxide of hydrogen, 
which begins to lose its strength for the time it is made, and 
decomposes so rapidly under certain conditions, that an explo- 
sion may occur. 

It will be recognized at once that with a powder which en- 
ables us to make our own hydrogen peroxide solutions, of any 
strength and at any time and place, by simply dissolving it in 
water, we have a means which will work safely, without loss 
or unnecessary expense, without risk or danger, in any climate 
and at any distance from civilization. Tropical countries, the 
surgeon in the field and the pioneer of civilization will profit 
greatly from it. 

This chemical—NaBO,}4H,O—is of mild alkaline reaction 
and neutralizes acids. If used in a taleum powder it will prove 
of threefold benefit. (1) Its oxygen disinfects and destroys 
putrefaction; (2) the alkaline base neutralizes the acidity of 
perspiration; (3) it is a perfect deodorant. 


6r 
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AN Al TALCUM POWDER. 


These three properties are only mentioned in addition to 
the ordinary effects of talcum powders, which, naturally, the 
oxygenated powder also includes. We recommend the follow- 
ing formula for an Al talcum powder: 

94 parts 
Perborate 
Violet (Trol-D) 

In order to obtain an efficient skin bleach the perborate has 
to be applied in a larger proportion. It must be understood 
right ‘there, that there is a vast difference between this prepara- 
ration, to be used as a skin bleach, and the numerous prepara- 
tions which so far flood the market. 

If we are candid we have to confess that all our present 
preparations act corrosively upon the skin, and that their so- 
called bleaching effect is based merely on the effect of the 
destruction of sound tissue. 

Perborate is a mild, soothing and refreshing bleach, whose 
action is not confined to the surface of the skin. Oxygen, 
which is essential to the life of cells, is absorbed by the same, 
in its active state, and the result is a strengthening of the 
living tissue, and the rejuvenescence of the skin, besides the 
bleaching effect. 

AS A NAIL BLEACH. 


The fine bleaching effect of sodium perborate is quickly 
manifested in its use as a nail bleach. Peroxide of hydrogen, 
which is known to us as a hair bleach, is not advisable for use 
in the line of manicuring as it is always acid in reaction and, 
therefore, does not possess the quality of saponifying the fatty 
secretions of the skin, but sodium perborate dissolves fats and 
acts as a bleach almost instantaneously at the same time. 

Place one-half teaspoonful of the powder in a small dish and 
add six teaspoonfuls of lukewarm water, to form a milky liquid. 
Apply the liquid to your finger nails with a nail brush and rub 
for a few minutes, whereupon the nails are bleached and the 
surrounding skin is rendered elastic and soft. 

The same results are obtained by simply holding the fingers 
in the solution for a few minutes or by applying the dry 
powder with a moistened brush on the wet fingers. 


OXYGENATED NAIL POWDER. 


Perborate as an ingredient of a nail polish will act as a 
slow bleach and add to the lustre of the nails, as here, again, 
it will absorb fatty substances, which are the cause of dullness. 

Putty powder 

Sodium perborate 

Carmin 

OPPODIOS 6. s..saccice-o vice has eeigueee stare q. 


OXYGENATED HAND CLEANER. 


A good and wholesome hand cleaner in powder form is 
made up in the following way: 


Castile soap, finely powdered 
Pumice, in the finest powder form 
China clay 
Sodium perborate 
AS A REMEDY FOR SWEATY FEET. 

To conclude this brief exposition of the many uses of sodium 
perborate, we will refer to a method which is frequently used 
for the treatment of hyperhidrosis of the feet, by potassium 
permanganate. A 1 to 8 per cent. solution of this chemical is 
used as a foot bath, and for a dusting powder 20 per cent. per- 
manganate is mixed with talcum. The permanganate in de- 
composing forms manganous salts, or black manganese oxide, 
an irritating and toxic substance. If, as happens with the above 
disease, sore spots occur inflammation and blood poisoning may 
result. ; 

It is obvious that no such action would take place with the 
perborate treatment, the same having all the effects of perman- 
ganate, without the coloring, and without the least irritation. 
It should not be overlooked that the boric base of perborate 
assists the antiseptic action of the nascent oxygen and that 
it is one of the most popular healing and soothing agents. 

For the treatment of hyperhidrosis of the feet, then, we 
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recommend a daily foot bath with a 2 per cent. perborate solu- 
tion, and a dusting powder of the following composition : 
Sodium perborate 
Zine peroxide 
Talcum 
This brings us to the employment of zinc peroxide, which 
is another subject in itself. 


(Written for the American Druggist.) 


THE SYSTEMATIC AMENDMENT OF AMERICAN 
PHARMACY. 
By Oscar OLDBERG, 
Northwestern University. 
(Continued from page 33.) 
It. 
The Three Recognized Grades of Workers in Pharmacy. 

There are in ali countries not less than three grades of 
workers in pharmacies—namely: 1, principals; 2, clerks, and 
3. apprentices. All of these three grades are recognized every- 
where except in our own country. 

The laws of Illinois and New York are the only ones making 
any mention of apprentices. 

Seventeen American pharmacy laws prescribe certain qual- 
ifications for principals or so-called registered pharmacists, 
while ignoring the clerks or assistants. But it ought to be evi- 
dent to any thoughtful person that no proper systematic regu- 
lation of the practice of pharmacy and the qualifications of 
pharmacists is possible without making due distinction between 
apprentices, clerks and principals. To establish but one stand- 
ard of education for all who do any pharmaceutical work 
necessitates making that standard so low that there will stil! 
be a plentiful supply of clerks. It pulls the standard down to 
the level of a barely qualified clerk. 


It has been argued that because the clerk prepares medi- 
cines for the sick to as great an extent as his employer, he 
must, therefore, be as well educated. This argument is clearly 


fallacious. It is true that every person employed in compound- 
ing and dispensing medicines must be competent to do so, be 
he employer or employee, but owners and managers of phar- 
macies have other duties and responsibilities which their em- 
ployees cannot have. 

A higher education should justly be demanded of the prin- 
cipal because he is responsible for the identity, quality and 
reliability of all the medicinal materials in the shop; it is his 
duty to direct and supervise the work of his employees, and he 
is legally answerable to the public for the management of his 
whole establishment, which must be so conducted that the pub- 
lic is properly served and its welfare safeguarded. 

Clerks or assistants, on the other hand, are responsible only 
for their own individual work as practical dispensers. They 
are not responsible for the acts of their employers whose agents 
they are, and must perform their duties under whatever condi- 
tions their employers see fit to impose. They are not really 
“in charge” even when their employer is temporarily absent, 
because they are still but agents, and have no control over the 
character of the medicines and materials supplied by the prin- 
cipals. 

They must know the art of dispensing, but they are not 
called upon to exercise the special knowledge, skill, experience 
and executive ability which are necessary in procuring, examin- 
ing and preserving the medicinal supplies. They are always 
clerks or agents, not principals. 

With regard to the beginners or apprentices it is worth 
while to remember that to insure a satisfactory standard of 
education and professional fitness at the top it is obviously 
necessary to begin properly at the bottom. Silver spoons can- 
not be made of lead. Apprentices in pharmacy must be fit to 
learn, otherwise their apprenticeship or “ practical experience ” 
must be a farce or perhaps a tragedy. 


INTERSTATE COMPLICATIONS. 


When a licensed pharmacist moves across the State line he 
may cease to be a pharmacist in the eyes of the law. If he be 
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a licensed assistant pharmacist in one State his license becomes 
useless whenever he sees fit to migrate to a State in which no 
distinction is made between principals and clerks. 

One State proceeds on the principle that the dispensing 
clerk must be the equal of his employer in education and ex- 
perience. Another State holds the licensed clerk so far inferior 
to the principal that he must perform his duties only under 
the personal supervision of the superior registered pharmacist, 
except when the latter is eating or sleeping. 

As the apprentice or beginner cannot be abolished without 
pharmaceutical race suicide, the difference between the appren- 
tice and the licénsed dispensing clerk in any State where the 
latter cannot be permitted to do any pharmaceutical work ex- 
cept under immediate supervision must be the difference be- 
tween tweedledum and tweedledee. 


NECESSARY QUALIFICATIONS. 


These should include: 

For apprentices: Suflicient age and general education to 
render the beginner, whether at the school of pharmacy or in 
the drug store, a fit student or learner. 

For clerks: Sufficient age, study and shop experience to 
make the student or apprentice a safe clerk and practical dis- 
penser. 

For principals: Sufficient age, special training in a pharma- 
ceutical school and shop experience to make the clerk a com- 
petent principal, who may be safely licensed to conduct a phar- 
macy. 

All of these qualifications must be determined or verified 
by the respective State governments through their boards of 
pharmacy, and should in no particular be relegated to the col- 
leges or schools of pharmacy, or to other parties. 


THE BOARDS HAVE AMPLE POWER. 


The Board of Pharmacy of any State is a part of the ma- 
chinery of the State government. It is or ought to be inde- 
pendent of all outside influences. Its acts should be governed 
only by the law, the objects of the law and by enlightened pub- 
lic opinion. Its first duty is to the people. 

The boards are doing much to secure fair results under even 
the worst of pharmacy laws. But they can do much more, and 
will surely do so, when they realize that they will be sustained 
by public opinion, and they will be so sustained if their acts 
are reasonable and right. 

Insistence upon trifling minor details which cause friction, 
hardships or annoyance to applicants for license without any 
corresponding gain to the public should be carefully avoided. 
Reasonableness is perfectly compatible with the objects to be 
accomplished. 

Many druggists insist that the boards of pharmacy can do 
nothing except to carry out the literal and specific mandates 
of the law in the easiest and most inert way. In fact, they 
expect the boards to study out how little it is possible to do 
and to do just that little and no more. But the boards can- 
not even then get along without exercising discretionary powers 
not specifically prescribed in the letter of the law. They are 
all necessarily exercising such powers extensively and at all 
times. Failure to do so would certainly render the law nuga- 
tory, as we may prove by a process of reductio ad absurdum. 

Nearly all pharmacy laws prescribe a certain amount of 
practical experience in pharmacy as a prerequisite to registra- 
tion and license, omitting to specify the conditions under which 
that experience must be acquired in order to satisfy the objects 
in view. 

But the boards should certainly not accept as sufficient any 
drug store experience which in their judgment can be of no 
value. Drug store experience gained between the ages of 9 
and 13, for instance, could not be counted without utter disre- 
gard of the law’s intent. Neither can the board take cogni- 
zance of any drug store experience had by any person so illit- 
erate as to be unable to read or write. Nor is one day’s work 
or three days or a few evenings a week in a drug store for a 
year one year’s drug store experience. 

Evidently then the board must adopt some definite rules on 
these points. They must draw the line somewhere, and it is 
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their duty to do so in a manner that will insure the ends sought 
by the law and prevent flagrant evasions. 

Most of the pharmacy laws require that the qualifications 
of candidates for license shall be determined by examination. 
But the scope and character of that examination are necessarily 
left to the discretion of the board. Evidently the board has the 
power and is in duty bound to include in that examination 
whatever will best serve to bring out the real facts as to the 
fitness of the candidate to be a pharmacist. 

In the absence of any rules definitely fixing the preliminary 
education of the candidate the board must make its examina- 
tion not only a test of the pharmaceutical knowledge and skill 
of the candidate, but also of his general education. All boards 
do this after a fashion, because gross ignorance incidentally 
shown by the candidate must debar him from registration un- 
less they should proceed on the extraordinary theory that fit- 
ness for the profession of pharmacy is quite compatible with 
gross ignorance and altogether undisciplined mental faculties. 

We expect pharmacists and embryo pharmacists to prove 
that their mental machinery is something more than mere 
memory, imitation, instinct and guessing. 

Evidently the line must be drawn somewhere, and the 
boards of pharmacy must do the drawing. The question is sim- 
ply, Where is the line to be drawn? At present we are abso- 
lutely without any definite standard in nearly every State. 
Are we to continue in that condition? If not, then let the 
boards act. 

If boys of 14 years who have had only six years in the pri- 
mary schools are good enough material to make pharmacists of 
without further scholastic training let us have that plainly 
understood. If a completed high school course is required let 
that be the rule. If a part of the high school course is suffi- 
cient the amount required should be defined. 

The board has the power to decide according to its judgment. 

The Board of Pharmacy clearly has the power to decide 
whether or not the candidate for license shall be required to 
furnish evidence of the reasonableness of his claim to fitness 
for the practice of pharmacy. F 

A person who has never made any serious effort to master 
any of the subjects which make up the scientific technical art 
of pharmacy can have no right to any consideration of such a 
claim. His application to be examined upon subjects he never 
studied is clearly an insult to the board. 

Every pharmacist of ordinary education and intelligence 
knows that to learn chemistry, pharmacognosy and pharmacy 
without systematic study is quite impossible. The candidate 
should accordingly be required to prove that he has, in fact, 
given these subjects such study in such a way and for such a 
period of time that it is at least possible that he may know 
enough about them. Here again the question is, Where shall 
the line be drawn? 

There has never been any difficulty in fixing definite educa- 
tional requirements for medicine, law, dentistry and veterinary 
medicine. In what does pharmacy differ from these? 

There is no reason why the boards of pharmacy should not 
at once prescribe a definite course of special training in a 
pharmaceutical school as prerequisite to registration and li- 
cense. There is abundant reason why they should do so. One 
of the many reasons why they should do’ it is the fact that 
laboratory methods and practice are in this day and generation 
absolutely necessary to any substantial course of training in 
chemistry, pharmacognosy and pharmacy, as well as in medi- 
cine and many other branches, and laboratory courses are 
quite impossible except in properly equipped schools. 

If the boards of pharmacy shall decide that laboratory train- 
ing is superfluous, then let them say so. If not, then let it be 
decided how much laboratory work must be required. The 
boards have ample power to prescribe whatever they may deem 
necessary. 

The only limitations upon the discretionary powers of the 
boards of pharmacy consist of the self evident facts that they 
have no right to prescribe conditions that are clearly unrea- 
sonable, and no right to license persons who are unfit. 

Additional legislation is not needed. Amendments to exist- 


DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 63 


ing pharmacy laws are unnecessary. Common sense is sufli- 
cient. The boards have ample power. Responsibility for ex- 
isting evils must rest with those who are alone competent to 
remedy them. 

WHAT WE OUGHT TO HAVE. 

What we ought to have is a definite consistent practical 
system adapted to our conditions and just to all concerned. 

We should have a definite standard in view which we ought 
to gradually work up to and which can be attained within a 
reasonable time, and we should do nothing that may obstruct 
our journey toward that goal. We should at once begin mak- 
ing some progress in that direction. The prerequisites which 
we should look forward to should ultimately include high 
school graduation and a full two years’ course in a good phar- 
macy school. How many years will be required to accomplish 
this we do not know, but it is a reasonable ideal and we should 
begin at once to strive for it. 

What we should do immediately is to adopt: (1) One year’s 
high school work as a minimum of general education required 
for admission to apprenticeship in pharmacy or to a school of 
pharmacy, the age of 17 years to be also required as a mini- 
mum for beginners; (2) the minimum age of 20 years for li- 
censed assistants, together with either two years’ drug store 
training and one year in a school of pharmacy, or three years’ 
drug store training and an examination designed to test the 
candidates’ qualifications as a practical dispenser and clerk; 
(3) the minimum age of 21 for pharmacists (principals), to- 
gether with not less than two years’ shop training, a two years’ 
course in a school of pharmacy and an examination designed 
to test the candidate’s fitness to properly conduct a pharmacy. 

The total period of training should occupy three years for 
assistants and four years for principals. 

The pharmaceutical schools should adapt their courses to 
whatever system the boards may adopt. If the plan here sug- 
gested should be the one adopted, then the schools should do 
all that can be done to include in their first year’s curriculum 
the work best adapted to help produce intelligent and efficient 
practical dispensers to serve as clerks or assistant pharma- 
cists. 

It is sad but notoriously true that the young rarely prepare 
themselves in a substantial way for their life occupation in any 
line except under compulsion unless they are wise enough to 
believe that “ it pays.” 

We should have thousands practicing medicine without any 
education were it not for the fact that the law forbids it. We 
do have thousands of persons practicing pharmacy who have 
no education because the law does not forbid it. 

Whatever may be the rules and prerequisites adopted for 
the profession of pharmacy, they should be consistent with each 
other and with the end sought. They are not so now. 


SUGGESTED STANDARD FOR SCHOOLS. 


In order to render the system effective it ts clearly necessary 
to prescribe certain standards of efficiency which the schools 
must observe in order to receive recognition at the hands of the 
boards. These standards should include: 

Entrance requirements in harmony with the conditions pre- 
scribed for license; reasonably sufficient equipment; a reason- 
ably sufficient corps of competent teachers; the length of the 
college course should include not less than 50 weeks of ac- 
tive work; the total amount of college instruction (lectures, 
recitations and laboratory work) should be not less than 1500 
hours from matriculation to graduation, and not less than 
1000 hours laboratory work should be required. 


THE AGE AND PRELIMINARY EDUCATION PROPOSED FOR APPREN- 
TICES AND STUDENTS. 

The new “prerequisite law” of New York, which is the 
most intelligent, comprehensive and admirable pharmacy law in 
our country, prescribes one year of high school work or its 
equivalent for admission to the colleges. The boards of phar- 
macy of Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin have declared for 
the same requirement as a minimum of preliminary general 
education for pharmacy and the American Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation has also evidenced its approval of it. Twenty-two of 
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the twenty-five members of the American Conference of Phar- 
maceutical Faculties have already adopted this entrance re- 
quirement—several of them since the New York law was 
passed. This modicum of general education is a very low 
standard, but, all things considered, it seems to be all that 
stands a fair chance of present adoption and acquiescence. 
Now, let us see what this minimum requirement means. 

The public schools, throughout the United States must, of 
course, be almost exclusively depended upon for this prelimin- 
ary education. Whatever differences there may be between 
the schools of one State and those of another it is altogether 
out of the question to take such differences into serious consid- 
eration at this early stage of educational reform in pharmacy. 

In order to be able to make substantial progress we must 
begin by establishing a foothold. If we waste our time strain- 
ing at gnats the camels will surely continue to choke us. We 
must adopt means which are ready for us, easily applied, not 
burdensome. 


AGES OF GRAMMAR AND HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES. 


The age of graduates of the elementary schools (grammar 
schools) in Chicago, in 1904, was as follows: 

Below 13 years, 11; 138 years, 262; 14 
years, 3229; 16 years, 2248; 17 years, 813; 
above 18 years, 24; total, 8320. 

The age of the graduates of the high schools was: 

Under 18 years, 77; 18 years, 256; 19 years, 350; 20 years, 
178 ; 21 years, 44; over 21 years, 18; total, 923. 

It will be seen that only about 11 per cent. of the grammar 
school graduates finished the high school course. A much 
large proportion, of course, attended high school one or two 
years. 

I am informed by excellent authority that these figures rep- 
resent very nearly the conditions in all large States where the 
public schools are reasonably well provided for. From these 
figures it is apparent that the rule adopted by the authorities of 
the State of New York under the new prerequisite law estab- 
lishing 17 years as the minimum age for admission to a 
pharmaceutical school is consistent with the preliminary edu- 
cation requirement. Long experience has convinced me that 
students with less general education than that represented by 
one year’s high school work, or its equivalent, are rarely able 
to make their college work in pharmacy successful even if 20 
years of age. 


1589; 15 
144; 


years, 
18 years, 


THE IRREDUCIBLE MINIMUM. 


The preliminary education now required for admission to 
a medical school of good repute is not less than high school 
graduation. Next year the dental schools will require the same 


preparatory education. Must the occupation of the pharmacist 
be considered so far inferior that eight or ten years less of 
preparatory general and special school training is sufficient for 
it? Is it unreasonable to propose that the pharmacist shall 
be not more than five and one-half years behind the physicians 
in education ? Or, are we to believe that there is something 
about young men who take up pharmacy that enables them to 
learn chemistry and pharmacognosy and pharmacy at an 
earlier age and with less preliminary mental equipment than 
is deemed requisite for similar grades of study in a medical 
school ? 

Is American pharmacy so much simpler than that of other 
countries that four years’ less preparation before beginning 
to learn it is enough? Or are our boys so much smarter that 
they can, after only six or eight years of primary school educa- 
tion, accomplish in less than two years what the Germans, Aus- 
trians, Swiss, Scandanavians, etc., are not allowed to try to do 
in less than six or seven years after high school graduation ? 
Those are the questions for us to answer. 

I am one of those who believe that it would be a disgrace 
for us not to adopt at least the age of 17 and one year’s com- 
pleted high school work as the irreducible minimum of en- 
trance conditions. No boy with less education, or under 17 
years of age, should be recognized as a student of pharmacy or 
an apprentice in a drug store entitled to any credit for his 
work or time toward fulfillment of the conditions upon which 
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he must base his claim to obtain a license as an assistant phar- 
macist or pharmacist. 

Apprentices and clerks in drug stores do not go back to 
school to mend their deficient preliminary general education. 
It would be absurd to adopt any system based upon the ex- 
pectation that they will do so. 

People generally believe that some education is necessary 
to become a pharmacist, and they open their eyes in astonish- 
ment when informed how little is actually required by law. 

EVIDENCE ON WHICH BOARDS SHOULD REGISTER APPRENTICES. 

The principals of public high schools will undoubtedly 
furnish to the state boards of pharmacy and to the colleges of 
pharmacy the necessary reports required to verify the attend- 
ance of the candidate and show his standing in every study. 
These reports should be accepted without question. To require 
further evidence on the points involved would be purely super- 
erogatory, at least at this stage. 

The evidence, then, upon which the board of pharmacy 
ought to issue certificates of registration to apprentices should 
consist of : (1) Authentic official certificates of actual regular 
attendance for one year at a high school or academy, or evi- 
dence of equivalent preliminary education; (2) satisfactory 
outcome of an examination in arithmetic conducted at or near 
the home town of the candidate, if such an examination is 
deemed necessary, the questions being furnished by the Board. 
of Pharmacy and the examination papers returned to the 
board; (3) such additional evidence of general fitness and 
good character as the board may require, if any. 

The colleges of pharmacy should be satisfied with the same 
kind of evidence for admission. But it must be clearly under- 
stood that the only object of the preliminary education is to 
put the student’s mental machinery in reasonably effective 
working order. 

MENTAL EFFICIENCY SHOULD BE THE STANDARD. 

Proficiency in the particular studies embodied in the pro- 
gramme of the work of the public school is not the chief end 
of the schooling; for it makes comparatively little difference 
what the studies are if the result is healthy, all around, mental 
growth. 

Proficiency in history, geography, Latin and some other 
branches is not necessary for the purpose of learning chem- 
istry, pharmacognosy and pharmacy. But these or other 
studies are necessary to the scheme of general training of the: 
boy. 

The student’s fund of common knowledge gained in school is 
valuable, to be sure, but we can afford to take his possession 
of some such knowledge for granted if he has really attended 
school the prescribed length of time and has satisfactory cre- 
dentials showing that he was a good scholar. To ask him 
questions in Board of Pharmacy examinations about the capl- 
tals of different States, etc., is wholly unnecessary. 

The mental efficiency which is the result of his school train- 
ing is the thing sought. For this reason an examination cannot 
take the place of the schooling itself. If it be thought imprac- 
ticable to prescribe both, then a definite amount of high school 
work without any entrance examination for either apprentice- 
ship or college admission must be preferable to any examina- 
tion without the prescribed schooling. 

A small number of young men with exceptionally good natu- 
ral ability and perseverence, but without education, have made 
and may still make a success of their careers. But that is no 
reason for ignoring the fact that 99 per cent. of the ill equipped 
must fail. Many of the men with only a grammar school edu- 
cation who have become successful pharmacists heretofore had 
far better advantages than are enjoyed by the apprentices of 
to-day. The drug store of to-day is more strenuous and more 
mercantile. 

(To be continued.) 


Readers are invited to scrutinize carefully the New REME- 
DIES COMPENDIUM AND PRICES CURRENT which appears in this 
issue. In no other periodical is the information regarding 
characteristics, uses, prices and form of container so full or so 
trustworthy. 
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THE STANDPOINT OF THE MANUFACTURER OF SPECIAL 
AND PROPRIETARY PREPARATIONS.’ 
By Frfp£ric S. Mason, M. P. S. 

I address this meeting with some hesitation because I am 
connected with the manufacture of proprietary remedies. Per- 
haps I may, however, claim your indulgence when I say that I 
am also a pharmacist and have long been in contact with physi- 
cians in such capacity in Europe, where the relations between 
the physician and pharmacist are more cordial than in this 
country. 

The Medico-Pharmaceutical League has, I believe, the very 
laudable object of bringing about similar close relations here, 
and I can assure you that such relations are very beneficial not 
only to the pharmacist but also to the physician. From actual 
experience in Paris, I am able to affirm that the very best pro- 
fessional men consult the pharmacist on new remedies, posology 
and especially on convenient methods of formulating, and are 
guided by their advice, looking to the pharmacist as an author- 
ity on such matters. How rarely this confidence is shown here 
we all know. In Europe physician and pharmacist complement 
each other, for each in his sphere is a specialist and jealousy 
is eliminated, since the physician is prohibited by law from 
dispensing, while the pharmacist does not prescribe over the 
counter. By specialization the best results are obtained in 
every calling, even in the manufacture of proprietary remedies. 

Specialization in the manufacture of pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts is just as legitimate as in medicine or surgery, and you 
will be ready to admit the value of the experienced and skillful 
specialist in the latter fields. With the manufacturer of phar- 
maceutical preparations, “ neither wise men nor fools work well 
without proper tools,” and in saying this I do not depreciate 
the skill of my confreres, the retail pharmacists, or their ability 
to make good preparations, but they will agree with me that 
some preparations are valuable for which they have neither 
the time, the experience nor the manufacturing facilities; hence 
the physician is justified in using such remedies which have 
proved reliable, under the signature of a reputable firm or a 
trade marked name, and which are better than extemporized 


substitutes. 
PROPRIETARIES ABROAD. 


This is so fully recognized abroad that a majority of con- 
tinental prescriptions call for proprietary remedies which have 
acquired a reputation for excellence; and we find such spe- 
cialization among a number of small dispensing retail phar- 
macists as well as amongst the large manufacturers. In reply 
to this, it may be opposed that there are firms whose special 
mission is the substitution or imitation of proprietary remedies, 
who are fully as competent as the manufacturers of pharma- 
ceuticals, and who are possessed of the capital, brains and 
apparatus for the purpose of so doing. But while ethical 
preparations bear the formula (qualitative and quantitative), 
and an analysis will determine the accuracy of such alleged 
formula, manufacturers generally have some “tour de main,” 
some pharmaceutical “trick,” if I may so express it, which 
has warranted the investment of money and which only special 
knowledge and experience acquire, which give them special 
claim to recognition. Besides, what guarantee has the physi- 
cian in using a so-called “less expensive” substitute, as com- 
pared with the original preparation, when the maker of the 
substitute has no reputation to sustain? Finally, there is not 
even “money ” economy to the patient—the final interest con- 
cerned in the use of the substitute. 

I know of one popular preparation which is imitated by 
more than twenty firms who make it their business to repro- 
duce anything which becomes popular and who have procured 
the special plant necessary for its preparation. Yet I do not 
believe these firms are making money, for competition has cut 
the price down nearly to the cost of production, and I am in- 
clined to believe that more of the original preparation is still 
sold than of all the imitations, which are often dispensed, un- 
less original bottles are ordered by the physician. 

THE REASON FOR THE EXISTENCE OF THE PROPRIETARY. 

A specialty or proprietary which can be easily compounded 

or manufactured by any competent pharmacist has no reason 


98 ‘Bon at a meeting of the Medico-Pharmaceutical League, January 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 65 
to exist, and indeed few of them do, whatever you may think 
to the contrary. A special preparation must have a raison 
detre, and manufacturers are generally too shrewd business 
men to invest money in promoting the sale of anything which 
is easily reproduced. I have been intimately conected with the 
manufacturing of special pharmaceuticals for the last twenty- 
five years and think I am correct in saying that it would be 
difficult to find any new remedy or preparation which attained 
popularity with the medical profession which has not had be- 
hind it the brains and capital of manufacturers. 


SOME HISTORICAL NOTES. 


Going back as far as 1820, I would give as an example, one 
of our most popular drugs, quinine, first isolated by Pelletier, 
who founded the firm with which I am connected. To-day, one 
can hardly conceive it possible that this drug would not have 
found its place in the treatment of diseases alone and unaided; 
nevertheless it was the financial interest behind it which 
brought it quickly to the front rank. Otherwise, it might have 
remained a chemical curiosity for years before attaining the 
position it holds to-day, and this is one of a dozen valuable 
medicines, which the persistent efforts of some one firm has 
brought to the notice of the medical profession. 

My pharmaceutical friends probably know of some scores of 
valuable remedies which have been brought to notice by iso- 
lated members of the profession, but, which having no powerful 
commercial interest behind them, have been relegated to the 
shelves of museums, and the experiments made with them for- 
gotten, because there was no way of holding the business 
created. 

In the manufacture of chemicals and pharmaceutical prepa- 
rations, with the constant advances that are made from every 
standpoint, and with the critical, discriminating study to which 
they are increasingly submitted, the unethical, the inferior, 
the objectionable, will be gradually eliminated and die a nat- 
ural death. 

We are all familiar with the fact of the formation of a Council 
on Chemistry and Pharmacy by the American Medical Associa- 
tion, which has set itself to the task of eliminating the ethical 
from the unethical preparations, and incorporating them in a 
book of “new and unofficial remedies,” a sort of extra phar- 
macopeeia, and we have seen another movement in the public 
press with the object of suppressing quackery and protecting 
the public from the wiles of the advertiser of secret nostrums, 
which foreshadows future legislation, to control to some extent 
the use of nostrums. In this connection it would appear that 
the physician should co-operate with the pharmacist, and the 
large manufacturing chemists who have rendered valuable 
service in the past. The American Medical Association has 
very rightly expressed the opinion that it is equally derogatory 
to the professional character for physicians to dispense or pro- 
mote the use of secret remedies, and its Council on Chemistry 
and Pharmacy is ambitious to go even further and are making, 
perhaps, rather excessive demands on manufacturers, since the 
latter are desired to sanction the application of synonymous 
Latin names to their products, which would be liable to con- 
fuse physicians. Such synonymous pseudo-scientifie appella- 
tions applied to proprietary remedies would thus become semi- 
official, and it is unlikely that manufacturers of even the most 
ethical therapeutic agents will acquiesce in these exaggerated 
requirements of the council, who in the frenzy of their zeal for 
putting down the sale of secret nostrums, are liable to dis- 
courage honest manufacturers, who have given their time, 
money and energy to help the physician in the production of the 
best modern therapeutic agents, and who naturally consider 
that they have some claim to furnish the products on which 
they stake their reputation. Therefore, to accept without pro- 
test, synonymous pseudo-scientific Latin names, would be an in- 
justice to themselves as well as to the medical profession. 

I sympathize with the doctor in his difficulty in differentiat- 
ing the ethical from the unethical amongst the immense num- 
ber of new therapeutic agents, which we bring to his notice, but 
it would appear to me to be a mistake to follow the Council 
on Chemistry and Pharmacy in prescribing proprietary prepa- 
rations under the proposed synonymous titles, for those given 
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by the makers who have selected distinctive names to the best 
of their judgment, under all the conditions to be dealt with. 


THE DIFFERENCE IN THE STATUS OF THE GALENICAL AND OF THE 
CHEMICAL PROPRIETARY. 


Those chemicals which can be patented have doubtless ample 
protection, since even if they are prescribed under synonymous 
terms they cannot be supplied except by those holding the 
patent, but in the case of galenical preparations, which require 
equal skill, experience and especial appliances, the only pro- 
tection the manufacturer and physician have against substi- 
tution is its trade name. 

The present situation for the best of manufacturers of phar- 
maceuticals is thus in a measure perplexing and, indeed, unjust. 
Doubtless grave abuses of the good faith of physicians have 
been committed, but care should be taken, in this crusade for 
crushing the unethical, that the work and business of those 
who conform to ethical rules be not hampered and, above all, 
be not unjustly prejudiced. I believe that the profession gen- 
erally are not in sympathy with extreme views, since we all 
recognize that the manufacturer has certain rights which can- 
not be ignored. 

Within the last ten years great progress on ethical lines has 
been made among manufacturers, as can be seen by compar- 
ison of the advertisements in the medical journals, for the best 
of us now give the exact composition, although we may not 
fully explain the modus operandi of the manufacture of our 
products, which is of no importance to the physician, and is 
the business asset of the manufacturer, which he is not willing 
to abondon, since he considers this his right. You are all familiar 
with the detail man and the samples which come by mail and 
other methods of reaching the physician, but few of you prob- 
ably realize how often the manufacturer is unsuccessful in 
these efforts, although most of you imagine we make huge 
profits. I am in a position to say from actual knowledge of 
the inside of many manufacturing houses that this is much 


exaggerated, even in cases where millions are supposed to have 
been made, and I venture to say that the lucky ones who suc- 
ceed would have much greater profits on their investment in 


any other commercial venture. You must all recognize that 
the attempt to introduce new remedies cheaply is impossible 
to-day, and I do not know of a single case of a proprietary 
remedy for physicians’ use which has become profitable in less 
than five years, and many largely prescribed by physicians are 
not so after even ten years. 

Preparations which do not succeed must not always be 
blamed on the manufacturer; those which succeed the best are 
not often the ethical and scientific, and I could give several 
examples of valuable remedies which have been commercial 
failures, owing to the manufacturer overestimating the intelli- 
gence or desire to learn of the rank and file of physicians. 

I will not discuss here the views of the therapeutic nihilist, 
for discussion as to possibility of using less variety of drugs 
is out of place, but certainly a number of empirical formule 
could be dropped from our pharmacopeias, many of which 
have only a hoary reputation founded on the opinions of our 
ancestors to recommend them. New remedies only obtain ofli- 
cial recognition long after those who have made them popular 
have done the work, and to curtail progress on these lines by 
discouraging new remedies would be absurd. 

The claim that the physician becomes, in the phrases dear 
to the Journal of the American Medical Association, the “ un- 
paid peddler” of the manufacturer is often advanced, but 
physicians should not lose sight of the fact that the patient 
does not want to know simply what remedy to use for his 
troubles. He consults his physician, just as he does his lawyer, 
on some special condition of the present. He wants a diagnosis 
of his case and advice on diet, and, if necessary, to get a pre- 
scription to suit the present condition, and the remedy pre- 
scribed is only intended (just as the diet and other details) 
for the present. One might just as well object that because 
the physician recommends a voyage and certain kinds of food, 
that the patient will forever after follow this advice. If the 
patient is such a fool as to take bicarbonate of soda, bromides 
or a proprietary remedy because his doctor once recommended 
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it, it is his own lookout. I think patients begin to understand 
that self-medication is a mistake, and that they rarely consult 
a physician just to know once and for all to learn what medi- 
cine to take, for the prescription is only a small part of the 
duty of the medical profession. 

The patient is just as likely to say “ Dr. So-and-so recom- 
mended me to take quinine the last time I had chills and fever,” 
as he would if the doctor had ordered some special proprietary 
remedy in which he had confidence and believed to be better 
than what he could prescribe extemporarily. 

I am opposed to the sale of dangerous remedies and self- 
medication generally, but we should also remember that the 
public of the United States have been educated by the news- 
papers to use drugs, which are not necessarily harmful, and 
which it would be extremely difficult to prevent, and I do not 
think that we; any of us, desire to see conditions obtain here as 
in Germany, where, in order to get the simplest remedy, it is 
necessary to consult a physician and obtain a prescription. 

In speaking of manufacturers of proprietary remedies, I 
wish it distinctly understood that I am referring to manufac- 
turers of pure chemicals used in medicines and to special prepa- 
rations sold exclusively on physicians’ prescriptions, and of 
which the composition and quantities are made known to the 
physician and pharmacist. 

I wish to say a word here with regard to the dispensing of 
remedies by physicians themselves, that this condition appears 
to me to be a deplorable one. While it may be necessary for 
the prescriber to dispense his own drugs sometimes, the habit 
is a retrograde one. It was abandoned in Europe and in this 
country long ago, but the question is again becoming a burning 
one in certain sections. Some physicians claim it is an ad- 
vantage to dispense themselves rather than prescribe, in order 
to prevent substitution by the unscrupulous pharmacist and 
also to keep the public from refilling prescriptions without again 
consulting them. 

Are physicians, however, justified in considering the average 
pharmacist unreliable and unscrupulous? Are not the medical 
profession largely responsible for the pharmacist of the United 
States occupying the low position he does to-day? Has not the 
qualified pharmacist been forced by the growing habit of phy- 
sicians’ self-dispensing to give the greater part of his attention 
to selling cigars, soda water, tooth brushes, and everything but 
his legitimate calling of filling prescriptions? I think I am not 
exaggerating when I say that the business of the average phar- 
macist is not more than one-fifth of legitimate prescription fill- 
ing. It appears to me a somewhat selfish position on the 
physicians’ part to wish to conceal from their patients what 
they are taking, and it is not likely to elevate them in public 
esteem. 

In conclésion, these few somewhat disconnected remarks 
will, I trust, be received with indulgence, for they are given 
with the hope that the physician, the dentist, the dispensing 
pharmacist and the manufacturing chemist will all see that 
they have mutual interests and can find a common ground of 
sympathy in discussion. ; 


THE PROPRIETARY MEDICINE FROM THE PHARMACIST’S. 
STANDPOINT.’ 
By P. J. DINER. 

To understand thoroughly the present “ proprietary medi- 
cine” we must trace it back to the original medicine man. In 
ancient times the priests or holy men attended to the healing of 
the sick. By laying on of hands, incantations and magic, com- 
bined with copious draughts of infusions and decoctions, the 
devil, who caused the disturbance in the patient, was driven 
out. As a side issue, these holy men handled “charms” to 
ward off disease and did quite a little business through the sale 
of love potions. That the vegetable kingdom furnished its 
share of the charms is well established, and even as recently as 
last week I sold five cents’ worth of “star anise” to a clair- 
yoyant, who told me that each “star” would charm $5 from 
some fool. 


1 Read at a meeting of the Medico-Pharmaceutical League, January 
23, 1906. 











We see, therefore, that the art and science of medicine in- 
cluded not only the diagnosis of diseases, but also embraced 
the gathering of herbs and their preparation and dispensing for 
medicinal and other purposes. The gradual advance in medi- 
cine finally resulted in a separation of pharmacy from medi- 
cine, and it became the “ handmaiden” of medicine. The dis- 
covery of alkaloids and active principles put pharmacy on a 
new basis again, and it became impossible for the apothecary 
to manufacture everything he needed in his own pharmacy. 
This developed the “ manufacturing chemist.” We now have 
the functions of the original medicine man divided between 
three branches: the physician, the pharmacist, the manufactur- 
ing chemist. 

About this time a number of medicine men developed for- 
mule for the treatment of certain diseases, and we see these 
preparations named after them, as, for instance, Huxham’s Tinc- 
ture of Bark, Griffith’s Mixture, Lugol’s Solution, ete. So far, 
so good. 

But the human mind was ever so constituted that it could 
not view success without envy. The success gained by some of 
the manufacturing chemists by reason of original discoveries 
immediately brought on such a flood of so-called proprietary 
preparations that pharmacy sank from the position of hand- 
maiden of medicine to that of servant girl of the manufacturer. 
No professional pharmacist objects to dispensing preparations 
which are the outcome of discovery or original research. But 
when he is called upon to dispense any of the numberless 
St. Louis chemicals, when a physician wants him to act as his 
private dividend developer by dispensing the original discoy- 
eries of concerns in which he is interested, then the professional 
pride of the pharmacist rises up and revolts. 

In the eyes of the professional pharmacist, the physician 
prescribing any of these preparations is either an ignoramus 
or a charlatan, or both, mostly both. The pharmacist is com- 
pelled by law to be thoroughly familiar with the drugs he dis- 
penses, and to examine them for purity, etc. The “caveat 
emptor ” of ordinary commerce is changed into “ caveat vendor 
in the case of pharmacy. With chemicals, even of those pro- 
tected by patent, which are really scientific discoveries, he can 
easily assume responsibility. Chemical tests are at his com- 
mand. But what can he do with preparations which never had 


a chemical test, and never could have a chemical test, 
because they are mechanical mixtures, and because the 
manufacturers can and do change their composition at 


will. The M.D. who prescribes these preparations is on a 
par with the customer who buys Lydia Pinkham’s, or Father 
John’s, with this difference: that the layman who takes the 
statements of the manufacturer for truth pays for it himself, 
while the doctor makes the patient pay for it, and often gets 
a little rake off from the manufacturer in the shape of dis- 
count. , 

Let us now view the effect which the prescribing of such 
remedies has on the three classes most affected. 

First comes the physician. After the detail man or the 
manufacturer’s ad, has insulted the M.D.’s intelligence by tell- 
ing him what to prescribe, the manufacturer proceeds to sepa- 
rate the doctor from his patients in a most ingenious manner. 
He tells the M.D. that to insure the genuineness of the prepa- 
ration he must write for an original bottle. Right here he 
undermines his friend, the M.D., for before very long the 
article has been so well introduced by the aid of the guileless 
M.D. that the people buy it over the counter without paying 
the M.D. his fee for recommending it. This is the financial 
phase for the M.D. 

There is also another phase. When the M.D. has become 
accustomed to let the detail man think for him, he has given 
up medicine thinking altogether. His first impulse after diag- 
nosing a case is to call for some proprietary remedy, irrespective 
of what its actual constituents may be, without regard to 
idiosyncrasies in the patient and without the possibility of 
knowing what secondary effects that particular dope may pro- 
duce, Often he is puzzled by what he supposes to be newly 
developed symptoms, which are nothing less than after effects 
from some of the constituents of the (to him) unknown remedy. 
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The effect on the patient is a matter not to be lightly passed 
over. We pharmacists often have occasion to judge it. 

I will relate an incident which happened not long ago in 
my store. A lady brought in a prescription asking for a pro- 
prietary tablet whose chemical test consists of the monogram 
on top. After receiving the medicine she opened the box, and 
on discovering that the tablets were old friends of hers, which 
she had been buying in 25-cent boxes over the counter, she said 
some very uncomplimentary things about the M.D., and wound 
up by declaring that hereafter she would consult a doctor who 
wrote “real medicine.” The evil of self-medication is largely 
due and directly attributed to the prescribing of proprietary 
preparations by the M.D. 

To compel the druggist to dispense preparations of this ilk, 
is to rob him financially and to insult him professionally. He 
is compelled to stock up on 40 to 50 acetanilid preparations, the 
numberless bromide mixtures, the legion of dope cure-alls, and 
simply because the physician is too indolent or too ignorant to 
compose his own prescriptions. 

That there are a number of valuable preparations of pro- 
prietary origin, nobody will deny. That the M.D. has a right 
to use them in his daily practice is equally true, but it is up to 
the physician to differentiate between an ethical proprietary 
and a fake with a high-sounding name, and when in doubt 
there is always at the command of the practicing physician that 
great and, alas, often neglected, book, the United States Phar- 
macopoeia, 

Mr. Fairchild’s Views. 

B. T. Fairchild said he had listened with interest to the 
sketch Mr. Diner had given of the evolution by which we had 
to-day the three distinct professions—the physician, the dis- 
pensing pharmacist and the manufacturing pharmacist and 
chemist. He thought that the present agitation, both in the 
public and medical press—the exposure and condemnation of 
“fake” medicines and “fake” testimonials—would certainly 
result in a great public benefit. 

Alluding to the work of the American Medical Association 
by its Council on Medicine and Pharmacy, in undertaking cer- 
tain regulations and requirements for new and nonofficial rem- 
edies, he said that all the agitation and movements for reform 
were inevitably accompanied to a certain extent by imprac- 
ticable ideas and advocated with an excess of zeal. Conse- 
quently there had naturally at the outset arisen many matters 
which required conference and a better understanding on the 
part of all interested, and that in conference with the manu- 
facturers there had been shown, he thought, a disposition to 
make concessions and receive suggestions modifying the position 
which had been necessarily tentatively taken and in regard to 
matters not vital to the main object to be accomplished. He said 
he wished to speak only of one or two aspects of the question 
in this regard, viz., about trademarks and patented processes, 
Admitting and recognizing, indeed as every one must, the really 
marvelous advances which had been made in pharmacy and 
which should be attributed, as a whole, to the manufacturer, he 
said that it was very significant and important to note that all 
this work, all over the world, had been done by people who had 
found it necessary to adopt trademarks in their business; that 
it was an inevitable and wholly beneficial and appropriate thing, 
and he thought that there were no manufacturers of modern 
and original products who had not found it necessary to adopt 
the trademark, which certainly was advantageous to every pos- 
sible good interest concerned. He especially spoke of the falla- 
cious idea which had been so much insisted upon, viz., that a 
trademark gave certain rights to the manufacturer of any 
particular article or product; he said it was, on the contrary, 
clearly a fact that it gave no right or property except that of 
the trademark itself, and thus the identity of the product—that 
is to say, the particular product placed upon the market under 
any particular name. 


The whole tenor of Mr. Fairchild’s remarks was to the effect 
that all this agitation and movement as regards every interest, 
including the public, would crystallize into a form which would 
undoubtedly be of very material and very distinct progress and 
benefit. 
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THE LATEST REMEDIES. 
(Continued from Vol. xtvi1, No. 10, p. 295.) 
Acetysal is a trade name adopted for acetylsalicylic acid, 
as made by G. and R. Fritz, Vienna. 


Aethrol is a name applied to a series of water-soluble anti- 
septic and cosmetic preparations which find a wide range of 
usefulness, being employed for spraying in sick rooms and for 
rendering the hands aseptic and as a mouth wash. Aethrol 
can be combined with eau de cologne, eucalyptol, peppermint 
and other flavoring agents. It is also put up in powder form, 
€. g.—aethrol powder B is a borax compound for the bath and 
toilet. It is made and marketed by H. Noerdlinger, Flérsheim 
on Main, Germany. 

Alcho is the name used by A. Gawalowski to designate the 
aluminum carbonate prepared by him and already described. 


Aldol is a colorless liquid of characteristic odor and sweet- 
ish taste, soluble in two parts of water and in corresponding 
portions of ether and alcohol. When exposed to the air it 
gradually crystallizes, forming a polymer called paraldol. 
Chemically aldol is an aldehyde corresponding to butanediol. 
To make it a cold mixture of ethyl aldehyde and diluted hydro- 
chloric acid is set aside until the whole assumes a yellow color. 
After then neutralizing with sodium bicarbonate, the mixture 
is shaken with ether and the aldol finally obtained by evaporat- 
ing the ether in a vacuum. It is said to possess hypnotic prop- 
erties and has been used in the treatment of insomnia. 


Anticilloids are urethral bougies composed of oil of theo- 
broma containing 10 per cent. of protargol. Used as a pro- 
phylactic against gonorrhea. 


Antidiabetic is the name given by the maker, W. M. Stock, 
Diisseldorf, Germany, to a mixture composed of aqueous fluid- 
extract of Senecio Fuchsi, 97.78 per cent.; salicylic acid, 0.2 
per cent. (as a preservative); trypsin, 0.02 per cent., and 2 
per cent. of an alkali, the nature of which is not disclosed. 
It is given in doses of one tablespoonful three times daily after 
meals. 


Antisudor is a disinfectant solution in which salicylic acid is 
present, but no formaldehyde. As its name implies, it is used 
as a remedy against excessive perspiration, being applied as a 
paint over the parts affected twice daily and allowed to dry. 
It should not be confounded with antisudorin, previously de- 
scribed. Made by C. Fr. Haussmann, St. Gall, Switzerland. 


Antitaenin is a preparation of pumpkin seed which is put 
up in tablet form as a remedy against intestinal worms by 
K. Habben, Miilhausen, Thuringia, Germany. 


Antitranspirin is the name applied to an external applica- 
tion for the relief of excessive perspiration of bromidrosis. 
It is said to consist of a 5 per cent. solution of formaldehyde 
perfumed with spirit of lavender. 


Apicin, the chief constituent of which is calcium guaiacol- 
phosphate, and which is used in the treatment of pulmonary 
disorders, is marketed as a chocolate covered pastil by the 
makers, G. and R. Fritz. Vienna. 


Arsenferratose is a compound of ferratin, 5 per cent., and 
arsenic trioxide, 0.003 per cent., in organic combination. 


Benzoyl peroxide is the name of an anesthetic antiseptic 
preparation which has been made by Hynson, Westcott & Co., 
Baltimore, in an experimental way for one of the faculty of 
Johns Hopkins University. It is a white crystalline substance, 
only sparingly soluble in water, but easily so in alcohol. With 
oils, 2 or 3 per cent. solutions may be readily obtained. When 
applied locally it produces slight anwsthesia, and hence its 
use has been suggested in burns, which are said to heal rapidly 
under its influence, while the pain is quickly relieved. Benzoyl 
peroxide is obtained by the action of sodium peroxide on ben- 
zoyl chloride. 


Bioforin is described as a granulated powder consisting 
of calcium glycerophosphate, Gm. 50; extract of cinchona, Gm. 
10; chocolate, flavored with vanilla, Gm. 40; extract of kola, 
Gm. 20; extract of coca, Gm. 5, and sugar, Gm. 875. 
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Bromotan, which is chemically methylene bromtannin 
urea, occurs as a brownish white powder without taste or 
odor. It is said to be efficacious applied as a 10 per cent. 
dusting powder or 10 per cent. ointment in skin eruptions, itch- 
ing, rash, etc. Marketed by Arnold Voswinkel, Berlin, Ger- 
many. 


Butipyrine is a new name for trigemine, a compound of 
butylchloral hydrate with pyramidon, which is used as an anti- 
neuralgic. (See Tregenim.) 


Cidrase is the dried yeast of cider of the apple. It occurs 
as a granular powder, having the characteristic flavor of ap- 
ples and a slightly acid taste. Cidrase is said to contain an 
unusually active oxydase and it is to this that its efficacy in 
the treatment of gouty and rheumatic affections is attributed. 
It is given in doses of 0.5 Gm. three to six times daily in slight- 
ly sweetened water. 


Dericin [Name adopted for pure floricin, which see.] is a 
thick, pale yellow oil obtained from castor oil, which has been 
used in the treatment of tuberculosis combined with antiseptic 
It can be used as a vehicle for hypodermic injections con- 
Compounds of dericin are 


oils. 
taining eucalyptol, menthol, ete. 
known as dericinates. 


Diabeteserine is a combination of eserine and Trunececk’s 
serum put up in two strengths. Diabeteserine I contains the 
salts of Trunececk’s serum and 0.07 per cent. of eserine sal- 
icylate; two tablets contain 0.0005 Gm. of eserine salicylate 
and the salts of 100 Ce. of blood serum. Diabeteserine II is 
diabeteserine I with the addition of 0.0118 per cent. of atropine, 
two tablets containing 0.0001 Gm. of atropine. The tablets 
are manufactured by W. Natterer, Munich. 


Dichondra brevifolia, in the form of a glycerin solution 
of the extract of the seed and stems of the plant, has been 
recommended by an Armenian physician as a remedy for diph- 
theria, applied to the diphtheritic membrane on a pledget of 
cotton. 


Diethylbarbituric acid is another name for veronal, a 
hypnotic drug which is marketed in the United States by 
Merck & Co. under the name veronal, and by the Continental 
Color Works (formerly the Farbenfabriken of Elberfeld Com- 
pany) under both names. (Veronal, it will be recalled, is the 
shorter trade name of diethylmalonylurea.) (See Proponal.) 


Dispnon tablets have been introduced as a remedy for 
asthma and shortness of breath. Each tablet contains diure- 
tine, Gm. 0.25; agurine, Gm. 0.10, and extract of guebrachs, 
0.10. The dose is two tablets three times daily. 


Dolonephran is a preparation used by dentists and sur- 
geons as a local anesthetic. It consists of a combination of 
alypin and suprarenin. Made and marketed by Chemical In- 
stitute, 55 Koniggriitzerstrasse, Berlin. 


Epiosin, which is chemically N-methyldiphenylenimidazol, 
occurs as glistening prismatic crystals, soluble in water, alco- 
hol and chloroform. It is analgetic and hypnotic, but must 
be administered with care, as it is slightly toxic. It is given 
in doses of 0.05 Gm. twice daily, preferably in milk on account 
of its bitter taste. 


Ergogenine Joachim is described as a roborant and recom- 
mended in ansemia, neurasthenia, etc. It is marketed as a 
syrup and in capsules. Its composition is a secret of the man- 
ufacturer, Oscar vom Schoor, Antwerp. 


Eucodeine is the brommethylate of codeine, having the 
same sedative properties of codeine without the latter drug’s 
tendency to induce clonic convulsions. It is a crystalline pow- 
der, soluble in water, which is used in the treatment of bron- 
chitis and phthisis as a sedative and analytic in doses of Gm. 
0.2 to Gm. 0.38. Marketed by G. D. Riedel, Berlin. 


Fagacid is a resin-like substance obtained from beechwood 
tar. It forms a black, glistening mass of tarry odor and taste, 
fairly soluble in absolute alcohol and in solutions of caustic 
alkalies and alkali carbonates. It is less soluble in ether, 
benzin, chloroform and oil of turpentine, and completely in- 
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soluble in water and weak acids. It is used as an internal 
antiseptic, and for the preparation of soaps, plasters, dressings, 
ete. In antiseptic energy a 2 per cent. solution of fagacid is 
said to be the equal of a 5 per cent. solution of carbolic acid. 
Manufactured by Dr. H. Noerdlinger, Flérsheim on Main. 

Floria kresol is the latest German name for a compound 
of the three cresols contained in tar oil. It probably corre- 
sponds to the cresole of U. S. Pharmaeopeia VIII. Manufac- 
tured by H. Noerdlinger, Flérsheim on Main. 

Floricin is a name applied to an oil obtained from castor oil 
by a special process. Floricin oil in contrast to castor oil sapon- 
ifies readily with dilute solutions of alkali carbonates. The 
soaps thus prepared are adapted for the purposes of rendering 
certain substances more soluble in water, as, for instance, vola- 
tile oils, phenols, resins, ete. Two varieties of floricin oil are 
marketed—pure and commercial. The first named is the only 
oil used for medicinal purposes, and as the name floricin might 
be easily confounded with phloridzin, the pure oil has been 
named dericin and compounds of the oil are known as deri- 
cinates. 

Formicine is formaldehyde-acetamide, and is produced by 
the action of formaldehyde on acetamide. It possesses power- 
ful antiseptic properties, and has been recommended as a 
succedaneum for iodoform, applied in 5 per cent. solution, ban- 
dages, ete. It is marketed as a syrup liquid, the crystals 
being very hygroscopic. Manufactured by Kalle & Co., Bie- 
brich on Main. 

Formacetone is the name of a French disinfectant prepara- 
tion, the composition of which is not stated. Marketed by 
Eugene Fournier, Paris. 

Fortose is a nutritive preparation consisting chiefly of 
hemialbumose obtained from meat. It dissolves readily in 
water, yielding a tasteless and odorless solution which is well 
borne by the stomach. Marketed by Briickner, Lampe & Co., 
Berlin. 

Gadose is an ointment vehicle composed of animal fats, 
which is capable of hydration to the extent of 25 per cent. 
It is made by G. and R. Fritz, Vienna. 

Gasterogen is a compound of the peptic juice of the dog’s 
stomach and tonics like condurango bark, cinchona and rhu- 
barb. Manufactured by Weydenberg Laboratory, Berlin, 

Glycolytic substance (organa glycolytica auf deutsch) cor- 
sists of a mixture of dried heparon and muscolon used in dia- 
betes. Made by Fabrik Rhenania, Aachen. 

Gouttine is another and later name for citarin (sodium 
anhydromethylene citrate), introduced as a remedy for gout 
Manufactured by G. & R. Fritz, Vienna. 

Haemoquinine is a preparation of the peptonates of iron 
and manganese with quinine. : 

Haemostasin is the name ov a substance obtained from the 
suprarenal gland of the sheep which is said to be identical 
with adrenalin. It is manufactured by the Serum and Impf. 
Institute, Bern, and is marketed in powder form and in solu- 
tion, 1 : 1000. 

Heparon is a new organotherapeutic substance obtained by 
the action of pancreatic juice on ox liver. It is said to be useful 
in diabetes by its action in aiding the liver to split up grape 
sugar. Made by the Fabrik Rhenania, Aachen. 


Hysterol is the name applied to bornyl valerate, put up in 
gelatin pearls containing 0.25 Gm. each, by G. Pohl, Schénbaum, 
Danzig. 

Ibogaine is an alkaloid obtained from the roots of 
Tabernanthe iboga. It forms amber colored crystals, which 
readily form salts on treatment with acids. It possesses feeble 
local anesthetic properties and acts as a nervous stimulant like 
caffeine. It is said to be useful in the treatment of nervous 
prostration following influenza. 

Ichthyolidin is a piperazin ichthyol compound which forms 
an amorphous powder with a slight tarry odor and bitter 
taste. It is insoluble in water. Used in treatment of the 
urie acid diathesis. Manufactured by Cordes, Hermanni & 
Co., Hamburg. 
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Ichthyomenthol is the name of an alcoholic solution of 
ichthyol, menthol, methyl] salicylate and aromatic oils which 
is recommended for the external treatment of myalgia and 
rheumatic pains. 


Iodoglycine is stated to be a mixture of aluminum silicate, 
iodine and glycerin, which is used, spread on linen or gauze, as 
an application to ulcers of the leg and in the treatment of 
bronchial troubles in children to exclude the air. 


Kasucolum is a recently coined trade term for potassium 
guaiacolsulphonate, also known as thiocol. 


Krelution is a cresol soap solution made by a special proc- 
ess so that it contains 66 per cent. of meta an dpara cresol. 
It is intended for use in antiseptic surgery and in the treat- 
ment of certain skin diseases. Manufactured by H. Noerd- 
linger, Flérsheim on Main. 


Kremulsion is an emulsion of resin soap and cresol which 


_is recommended as a sheep dip and as a veterinary antiseptic. 


Made by H. Noerdlinger, Flirsheim on Main. 


Lactoserve is a prepared nutrient for infants, obtained by 
souring pasteurized milk with a pure culture of lactic acid 
bacteria, evaporating to dryness and mixing it with sugar, 
flour and vegetable albumin in definite proportions. Mixed 
with water lactoserve furnishes an emulsion resembling but- 
termilk. It is made by Boehringer & Loetine, Mannheim, Ger- 
many, and New York. 

La Zima is the name of a preparation recommended for the 
treatment of biliary calculus, which is said to consist of sodium 
chlorate, carduus marinus, taraxacum, nasturtium, cinchona, 
and a liver ferment obtained from the livers of animals affected 
with gallstone. Made by Aktien Gesellschaft La Zima, Mont- 
reux. 

Lecin is an iron albuminate compound which is said to 
contain in each liter 200 Gm. of egg albumin, 5 to 6 Gm. of 
iron in chemical combination, 80 Gm. of sugar and 150 Gm. of 
alcohol, together with flavoring essences. Manufactured by 
Hirschapotheke, Hannover, Germany. 

Lenicet is a condensed anhydrous basic form of aluminum 
acetate. It is a fine, voluminous, white powder of faint 
acetous odor, insoluble in water, but soluble in dilute inorganic 
acids and solutions of caustic alkalies. It is a compound of 
1 molecule of aluminum with 2 molecules of acetic acid. In 
hyperhidrosis it is used as a dusting powder for its drying 
properties in dilutions of 10 to 15 per cent. with talcum, and 
as ointment paste or compress in the antiseptic treatment of 
ulcers and wounds in similar dilutions, Manufactured by R. 
Reiss, Berlin. 

Leprine or Leprotine, as it is variously designated, is an 
antitoxin prepared from the Tfepra bacillus, which is used in 
the treatment of leprosy by subcutaneous injection in doses of 
10 Ce. 

Letalbin is a compound of lecithin and albumin which is 
prescribed as a tonic in the same way as lecithin and the 
glycerophosphates. . 

Musculon is an organotherapeutic substance prepared from 
muscular tissue by digestion with pancreatic juice. It is stated 
to have the property of aiding the liver in the splitting up of 
grape sugar. Made by Fabrik Rhenania, Aachen. 

Nalicin is the name of a local angsthetic in use by German 
dentists. It is said to consist of a mixture of 1 per cent. spirit 
of nitroglycerin; 1 per cent. cocaine hydrochloride with com- 
pound spirit of thymol; alcohol, sodium chloride, phenol, for- 
maldehyde and water. It is made by A. Kirsch, Wiesdorf on 
Rhine. 

Novocaine is para-amido-benzoyl-diethylamine-ethanol 
mono-chlorhydride, a new substitute for cocaine. It forms 
crystalline needles which are readily soluble in water. It is 
stated to be less toxic than cocaine. It has been used in solu- 
tions of 0.25 Gm. novocaine in 50 or 100 Gm. physiologival salt 
solution with 5 to 10 drops of 1 : 1000 adrenalin solution as a 
local anaesthetic. Manufactured by Farbwerke Vorm. Meister 
Lucius & Briining, Héchst on Main. 

(To be continued.) 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals. 





Aspidium Spinulosum in Tapeworm.—Laurent found that 
_ Aspidium spinulosum, a fern quite common in Finland, is just 
as useful in the treatment of tapeworm as Aspidium Filix-mas. 
The dose is 4 grammes of the ethereal extract of the root of 
Aspidium spinulosum.—Ré¢pertoire de therapeutique. 

The Treatment of Frostbites.—The following treatment 
for frostbites is given in a recent number of the Répertoire de 
therapeutique (December, 1905, p. 264). The frozen hands are 
dipped into a bath consisting of a decoction of walnut leaves 
and then dried and rubbed with spirit of camphor. They are 
then Custed with the following powder : 

PINE RIOVERDD 5's 6 obi oe a Sewn 10 Gm. 
DOMED Nene'saeeebased > ewe aes soaks 90 Gm. 
Mix. 

In the evening the fingers are rubbed with a solution of 
equal parts of glycerin and rosewater, to which is added one- 
tenth of one per cent. of tannin. The hands are then again 
dusted with the powder. 

The Largest Flower in the World.—Until recently the 
largest flower in the world was thought to be one of the 
Rafflesie, which grow in Java and Sumatra as parasites upon 
the roots of tropical trees in the virgin forests of those coun- 
tries. According, however, to a German periodical (Sudd. 
Apoth. Zeitung, 1905, p. 222) one of the Aroidew which grows 
upon Sumatra is the plant that produces the largest flower in 
the world. <A single leaf of this plant may have a circumfer- 
ence of 15 metres, while the stem of a leaf forms a column 5.5 
metres in height and 0.9 metres in circumference. The flower 
when in full bloom presents the shape of a mammoth funnel, 
light green or white in color and 1.20 metres in diameter. The 
interior of this is of the color of red wine and is velvety to 
the touch. The pistil is of a yellow creamy color, is 1.5 metres 
in height, and has a penetrating odor. 

The Cultivation of Asparagus.—It is important in culti- 
vating asparagus to produce as thick a stalk as possible. We 
know that some plants produce very thin stalks, while others 
produce the desirable variety. Nothing can be done to pro- 
mote this end by manuring, but one can tell, the Pharmazeu- 
tische Zentralhalle says, from the appearance of a one-year-old 
plant whether thin or thick stalks will grow. The one-year-old 
plant which has thick and widely spreading roots and a few 
thick buds should be planted in preference to that which has 
thin, deeply penetrating roots and thin pointed buds. The 
latter variety of plants should be destroyed. In the second 
year the difference between the plants that produce thick stalks 
and those that give rise to thin ones, are more or less ob- 
literated, and so it is important to select with great care for 
further cultivation from among the one-year-old plants. 


Acidol, a Substitute for Hydrochloric Acid in the Treat- 
ment of Dyspeptic Conditions.—Flatow (Presse médicale, 
quoted in L’Union pharmaceutique, December, 1905, p. 536) 
recommends acidol or betine hydrochloride, a by-product of 
the manufacture of beet sugar, as a substitute for hydrochloric 
acid in the treatment of stomach diseases. It contains 25 per 
per cent. of hydrochloric acid, and it is said that acidol gives 
up HCl more rapidly than the official hydrochloric acid. Fla- 
tow has used the new remedy for two years with consider- 
able success, and considers its agreeable taste as a marked 
advantage. It can be administered with or without pepsin 
in the form of tablets or pills, and can be kept in this form 
indefinitely without decomposing. If the observations of 


Flatow are confirmed by further experience, acidol may prove 
a valuable addition to pepsin tablets, which, on account of 
their stability and convenient form, present an excellent way 
of treating dyspeptic symptoms, especially in persons who 
travel. 





Rice Oil.—At the Food Experiment Station in Audubon 
Park, a suburb of New Orleans, investigations have been car- 
ried on to determine the value of an oil expressed from rice, 
and it was shown that the reason for the aversion of cattle 
to this food product lay in the acidity of the oil which it con- 
tains. This acidity is the result of the action of a ferment 
contained in the oil, in virtue of which ferment the neutral 
glyceride is decomposed into glycerin and fatty acids. The oil 
exerts a laxative effect upon the animals, and it is therefore 
necessary to destroy the ferment by heating the fodder to a 
temperature of 200 degrees F. or higher. 

So successful has been the manufacture of rice oil that a 
special concern (The Lawrence Feed Company) has been or- 
ganized in Crowley, Louisiana, for the purpose of manufactur- 
ing the oil on a large scale, thus creating a new industry. The 
decomposition of the oil takes place very quickly after the rice 
has been mashed and the oil, therefore, always contains free 
acid. For this reason rice oil can neither be employed as a 
table oil nor for lubrication. On account of its semi-liquid 
condition, it is not adapted for the manufacture of oil paints, 
but offers an excellent material for making candles and soap, 
although it contains a smaller percentage of glycerin than the 
neutral vegetable oils. 

Considered from an industrial viewpoint, the manufacture 
of rice oil will probably never form an important industry in 
the United States, for the entire rice crop of the State of 
Louisiana is capable of furnishing only about half a million 
gallons of the oil, and this crop constitutes about 60 per cent. 
of the entire production of rice of this country. Some interest 
in this oil has been evinced in Europe and samples of it have 
been sent to various countries. There is always a_ possibility 
that further uses may be found for an oil that exists in so 
nutritive a product as rise, and experiments looking to that 
end are now under way at the experiment station named. 


Solutions of Apomorphine for Hypodermic Use.—Baroni 
(Bolletino Chimico Farmaceutico, 1905, p. 597) reminds us of 
the difficulty of preparing neutral, colorless or slightly green- 
ish solutions of apomorphine hydrochloride for hypodermic use. 
Even if a chemically pure apomorphine be used, the solution 
has a tendency to turn green. A solution to which a faint trace 
of hydrochloric acid has been added until a weak acid reaction 
was produced was sterilized and sealed in tubes, but turned 
an emerald green, which changed to violet after a few days, 
and finally turned brown. In spite of these changes in color 
its properties remained the same. The addition of acid, even 
in traces, to these solutions is very injurious, inasmuch as the 
skin and tissues under it may be irritated by these acids. An 
attempt to avoid the change of color by depriving the solution 
of air by running a current of carbonic acid gas through it, 
proved a failure, although the color that appeared was not so 
marked as ordinarily. The author recommends the use of 
neutral solutions, sterilized by boiling, and sealed in neutral 
glass, but he also advises that these solutions be prepared only 
when they are needed. 


Method of Preparing the Ointment of the Yellow Oxide 
of Mercury.—Pinchbeck (Pharmaceutical Journal, 1905, p. 
359) offers the following suggestions as to the best method of 
preparing a perfect ointment of the yellow mercuric oxide. 
The yellow oxide is now preferred to the red, especially in 
ointments intended for the eye, for the reason that its chemical 
activity is far greater. Unfortunately the yellow oxide is not 
stable, but changes under the influence of light and moisture, 
and especially has a tendency to lump into masses that are 
difficult to divide by trituration, and which, when they are 
applied to the eye, are very irritant. 


A number of writers have recommended that the freshly 













precipitated yellow oxide be employed in making the ointment, 
the precipitation being effected by the addition of solution of 
potassium hydroxide to mercuric chloride (in the U. S. P. sod- 
ium hydroxide is used as the precipitant instead of potassium). 
According to Schweissinger, it is best to wash the precipitate 
thoroughly and to remove the water by a suction filter, the 
precipitate being then mixed with the ointment base. Accord- 
ing to Knapp, the water which adheres to the precipitate can be 
removed by displacement by means of alcohol and ether, while 
the residue can be mixed with petrolatum which should be 
heated so as to evaporate the ether. Unfortunately, as Schand 
has shown, alcohol and ether decompose yellow mercuric oxide. 
The following method is, therefore, recommended by Pinch- 

beck: The oxide should be precipitated in a dark room, such 
as a photographer’s development room; it should be washed 
thoroughly by repeated decantation, and should be poured upon 
a muslin filter, the washing being continued until the residue 
is perfectly neutral in reaction. The powder is then dried care- 
fully at low temperature over a water-bath and the ointment 
base then incorporated. Some base which can be mixed with 
water should be selected, as the precipitate contains a certain 
amount of water at best. The ointment-base should be soft 
and should melt at the temperature of the body, but should 
not be subject to changes due to the weather. The following 
formula is recommended by Pinchbeck: 

Yellow mercuric oxide....from 0.10 to 1 Gm. 

PUNVOTOUR LANOUD 65.0 66c:0 ccasccesises 1 Gm. 

White parafiin 10 Gm. 

This ointment is very smooth, perfectly stable, and does 

not change on exposure to light. 


re 


Assay of Coca Leaves.—The following method is that em- 
ployed in determining the value of Java coca leaves at the 
Haarlem Colonial Museum :—30.5 Gm. of the dry, finely pow- 
dered. leaves is heated on a water bath at about 80 degrees C., 
under a reflux condenser, for two hours with 800 Ce. of alcohol, 
90 per cent., the weight of the flask and contents, having pre- 
viously been noted. After cooling, the quantity of alcohol lost 
is made up, and 150 Cc. (equivalent to 15 Gm. of leaves) is 
filtered off and the filtrate distilled. The residue is then heated 
on the water bath, with constant agitation, allowed to cool, 
and filtered from the insoluble residue, which is washed with 
tepid water and bulked with the first filtrate through the same 
filter, until about 60 Ce. have been collected. This filtrate is 
shaken out with two portions each of 30 Ce. of ether, which are 
rejected; the aqueous liquid is then made alkaline with am- 
monia and shaken out with three successive 30 Ce. of ether. 
The bulked ether solutions are then distilled from a tared 
flask. The residue is heated in the drying oven, a strong cur- 
rent of air, dried by previously traversing a calcium chloride 
tube, being aspirated through the flask during this drying. 
This removes a volatile base with a strong tobacco-like odor. 
The amorphous straw-yellow residue is then dissolved in a 
little 1 per cent. sulphuric acid solution, the acid liquid is again 
made alkaline with ammonia, and the shaking out with ether 
repeated. After removing the solvent by distillation the residue 
is dried for three hours and weighed, after cooling in the desic- 
cator. Young leaves which contained, when fresh, 72 per cent. 
of moisture, gave, when dried, 6.4 per cent. of ash, 8.6 per cent 
of water, and gave by the above process a mean of 2.02 per 
cent. of total alkaloid. Old leaves, containing in the fresh state 
59 per cent. of moisture, gave, when dry, 8.2 per cent. of ash, 
9.1 per cent. of moisture, and only 0.78 per cent. of total alka- 
loid, confirming the fact that the young leaves yield at least 
twice as much alkaloid as those of older growth. Java coca 
leaves are found to be particularly rich in alkaloids. Selected 
apical leaves were found to yield 2.1 per cent. of alkaloids; 
those from the base of the plant 1.2 per cent. As the process 
of drying and storing causes a marked diminution of the alka- 
loidal contents, this figure cannot be expected in the commercial 
article; but this should not assay below 0.6 to 0.7 per cent. 
The above gravimetric method is stated to be preferable to any 
volumetric process, for the latter give uncertain and variable 
results.—M. Greshoff (Apoth. Zeit., 1905, 20, 291). 
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Some Incompatibilities of the Newer Remedies.—Former- 
ly it was a much simpler matter to grasp the principles un- 
derlying the various incompatibilities which occurred in dis- 
pensing, but nowadays with the advent of the numerous newer 
remedies the task of avoiding incompatibilities has become a 
far more complicated one. In the following brief summary 
are given some of the more common incompatibilities of modern 
pharmacy : 

A favorite method nowadays with some physicians is to 
prescribe a large variety of drugs in wafers. Many remedies, 
however, are unsuitable for dispensing in wafers because they 
are deliquescent and soften the wafers. Among these are 
sodium bromide, calcium chloride, strontium chloride, chloral, 
glycerophosphates, piperazine, and the dry vegetable extracts 
from drugs obtained by dessication in vacuo. Iodides should 
not be prescribed in wafers as they decompose or change color. 

Some of the pharmaceutical incompatibilities are due to the 
fact that the mixture of some solids produces a liquid. Thus, 
cimphor mixed with naphthol makes a liquid, while antipy- 
rine and sodium salicylate give rise to a semi-liquid, pasty 


mass. Antipyrine gives also an oily liquid with chloral, beta- 
naphthol, salol, rescorein, phenol, pyrogallol, thymol and 
urethane. 


Acetanilid is incompatible with chloral, thymol, resorcin 
and menthol. Betanaphthol should not be mixed with antipy- 
rine, camphor, menthol, phenol and urethane. Camphor should 
not be dispensed with betanaphthol, chloral, exalgine, menthol, 
phenol, pyrogallol, resorcin, salol, thymol and urethane. Cam- 
phor bromide is incompatible with chloral, phenol, salol and 
thymol. 

Chloral is incompatible with acetanilid, camphor, camphor 
bromide, exalgine, menthol, methacetine, phenacetine, phenol, 
salol, thymol and urethane. 

Exalgine is incompatible with chloral, naphthol, menthol, 
phenol, pyrogallol, resorcin, salol, thymol, and salicylic acid. 

Menthol cannot be mixed with naphthol, chloral, phenol, 
pyrogallol, resorcin, salol, thymol and urethane. 

Sodium salicylate should not be dispensed with antipyrine 
and phenol. Phenacetin, with naphthol, chloral and phenol. 
Phenol with antipyrine, naphthol, camphor bromide, camphor, 
chloral, exalgine, menthol, methacetine, sodium salicylate, pyro- 
gallol, resorcin, salol, thymol and urethane. 

Pyrogallol is incompatible with antipyrine, camphor, exal- 
gine, menthol and phenol. Resorcin with acetanilid, camphor 
bromide, exalgine, naphthol, menthol, methacetine, phenol and 
urethane. 

Salol with antipyrine, camphor, camphor bromide, chloral 
exalgine, phenacetine, pyrogallol and thymol. Thymol is in- 
compatible with acetanilid, antipyrine, camphor, chloral, exal- 
gine, menthol, phenol, salol aad urethane. 

Urethane should not be dispensed with antipyrine, naphthol, 
camphor, chloral, exalgine, phenol, pyrogallol, resorcin, salicylic 
acid, salol or thymol. 

Great care should be taken in preparing mixtures of syrups 
containing gum acacia with certain phenol, derivatives and syn- 
thetics. Incompatibilities are apt to occur as the result of 
the presence of oxidizing ferment or oxydase in the gum, in 
virtue of which chemical changes take place either resulting 
in a precipitation or a change of color. Witness, for example, 
the following combination which we find in an article by Tanzi, 
quoted in Répertoire de therapeutique: 


Pe PON ooo ea o(s.dasien's se bade 0.20 Gm. 
SOGiUM DIORHGS <o.c dices cecesves 0.25 Gm. 
Syrup Of Zani ACAIHs ......68%25 130. Gm. 


This mixture at once turns a bluish-violet, then violet, then 
pink and after a few hours becomes yellow. Syrup of gum 
acacia gives a blue color with guaiacum resin; a pink color 
turning black with phenol, a violet color and later a blue pre- 
cipitate with alphanaphthol ; a grayish white opacity with beta- 
naphthol, a yellowish-brown color and a garnet precipitate with 
pyrocatechin; a white precipitate with vanillin; and a deposit 
of white crystals of oxy-morphine with morphine hydrochloride. 
Syrup of gum acacia is also incompatible with eserine, adre- 
nalin, syrup of tar, and the liquid preparations of aloes. 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





The Preparation of Lecithin.—C. D. C.—Lecithin is made 
commercially from the yolk of egg by fractional extraction 
with ether, the yoke being treated with ether until no more 
pigment is taken up. The ethereal extracts are then united, 
the ether is distilled off and the oil filtered off at the tempera- 
ture of the body. The yellow, frothy material which remains 
on the filter is dissolved in as little ether as possible and pre- 
cipitated with acetone until the wash acetone dissolves no more 
cholesterin. The residue is again dissolved in a small amount 
of ether or benzol. To this solution an excess of absolute alcohol 
is added, when, on standing, a white amorphous substance 
separates out. After filtration the pure lecithin can then be 
obtained by dissolving off the alcohol and ether. Obtained in 
this way lecithin is a yellowish-white, waxy, hygroscopic solid, 
soluble in ether and in alcohol, and which swells in contact 
with water. 


Formulas of Proprietary Remedies.—In response to queries 
from various sources regarding the composition of Gowan’s 
Pneumonia Cure, Glyco-Thymoline and Doctor Miles’ Nervine, 
we have to say that it is not our practice to guess at the in- 
gredients of proprietary remedies. To the correspondent who 
asks us to make an analysis for which he would be willing to 
pay the answer is made that we do not conduct an analytical 
department for the examination of remedies of the character 
mentioned in his letter. 


Cheltenham Sauce.—C. D. L. writes: “ Kindly publish a 
formula for the old English Cheltenham Sauce.” 

It is likely that our correspondent has confounded the word 
“sauce” with salt, for we are unable to place “ The Old Eng- 
lish Cheltenham Sauce,” though Cheltenham Salts is a prepara- 
tion with which we are very familiar. The formula for the 
latter varies, the following being an accepled one in England: 


Ferrous sulphate.................. 1grain. 

ee ee rr 20 grains. 
PTI TLR noon os 005 Sec ewes 240 grains, 
Magnesium sulphate............... 132 grains. 


Mix. 
An effervescing Cheltenham Salts is also used and has the 
following composition: 


Mirtarhe BG, GION... on cccceesswces 25 parts. 

SIS GENE OINED. 6 Sino vise cewweeu e's 1 part. 

EE EEE oh nc dnsik ode on case 120 parts. 
Mix. 


Turbid Burrows’ Solution.—C. R. says he has made solu- 
tion of aluminum acetate according to the National Formulary 
and something went wrong with it, for in about a week a 
flocculent precipitate formed which made it impossible to pour 
the solution from the bottle. 

This should not take place if the directions of the Formulary 
are properly observed and the right ingredients are used. It 
is possible that our correspondent has made the mistake of 
using the ordinary alum of the Pharmacopeia, which is a 
mixture of aluminum and potassium sulphate. He should be 
careful to satisfy himself that he is using aluminum sulphate 
and not ordinary alum. 

Kiersted’s Ointment.—P. kindly advises us that this oint- 
ment is a proprietary article owned and manufactured by C. N. 
‘Crittenton Company. 


Reng.—C. B. writes: “ Would you please inform me where 
I can purchase some Reng, the leaves of the indigo plant. I 
have tried several firms who make a specialty of handling 
botanic drugs, but without success.” 

There are a great many varieties of indigo, but the leaves 
of the true indigo, Indigofera tinctoria, should not be difficult 
to obtain. Try Parke, Davis & Co. It is the first time we have 


seen the word “ Reng” applied to indigo leaves. 


Spontaneous Combustion of Cottonroot Bark?—Joe 
Jacobs, of Atlanta, Ga., has called our attention to what appears 
to be a case of spontaneous combustion of ground cottonroot 
bark. It appears that a barrel of the ground bark received re- 
cently by the Jacobs Pharmacy Company emitted a peculiar 
odor, which suggested that the bark had been ground in a 
green condition and was fermenting. The barrel and contents 
were left in the basement over night and the following day 
they were discovered in flames, having apparently taken fire 
from spontaneous combustion. Fortunately the fire was seen 
early and extinguished by one of the employees with a chemical 
extinguisher which stood nearby. Mr. Jacobs would like to 
know if a similar occurrence has ever been noticed or if it is 
something entirely new in the way of spontaneous combustion. 


The Incompatibilities of Iron Compounds.—C. A. B. writes: 
“ Would you please say which numbers of the AMERICAN Drua- 
Gist contain prescriptions which owe their incompatibility to 
the formation of insoluble iron compounds?” 

Instances of the kind mentioned by our correspondent are 
numerous in the literature of pharmacy and there is scarcely 
an article on the subject of incompatible combinations of drugs 
which does not include reference to some incompatible iron 
compound. A valuable article on Incompatibility in Theory 
and Practice, by J. P. Gilmour, was published in the AMERICAN 
Druceist for March 13, 1905. If information is wanted regard- 
ing specific iron incompatibilities we shall be glad to give at- 
tention to any inquiry received. 


Baume or Beaume.—O. R. writes: ‘‘ Would you please in- 
form me as to the proper spelling of the name of the inventor 
of the instrument for determining the specific gravity of liquids. 
Is it Baumé or Beaumé?” 

The inventor of the hydrometer in general use by chemists 
was Antoine Baumé, not Beaumé. He was a chemist and phar- 
macist of considerable scientific renown, being the author 
in 1784 of a treatise on The Theory and Practice of Pharmacy. 
(Eléments de pharmacie théorique et pratique.) <A few years 
earlier he published a Manual of Chemistry. Doctor Baumé 
was born at Senlis, France, February 26, 1728, and died Oc- 
tober 15, 1804. He was apprenticed to an apothecary in Com- 
piegne when ten years old and at the age of 17 he removed to 
Paris and entered the celebrated pharmacy of Geoffroy. At 
the age of 24 he was graduated Master of Pharmacy with high 
distinction.’ He wrote many scientific treatises, including inter- 
esting monographs on crystallization, fats, sulphur, opium, 
mercury, boric acid, platinum, quinine, etc. 


Various Tanno-Organic Compounds.— Combinations of 
tannin with the extracts of various animal organs have been 
prepared and introduced (Pharmazeutische Zeitung through 
Merck’s Report). The active constituents of these prepara- 
tions, and which may be designated as organic enzymes, pass 
through the stomach unacted upon, and decompose only in the 
intestines, where they develop their effects. Among the pre- 
parations made are the following: Heparon made from the 
liver of cattle, together with pancreas, greatly increases the 
power of the liver to decompose grape sugar. Musculon, sim- 
ilarly made from the muscular tissue of cattle and pancreas, 
also effects the decomposition of grape sugar. Organa gly- 
colytica is a mixture of the dried heparon and musculon, and 
the tannin compounds is designated as trion; this is believed 
to be an excellent antidiabetic. Ovaron is a tannin compound 
of ovarial substance. Teston is prepared from the testicles of 
steers. Thyron is obtained from the thyroid glands of pigs, 
and Splenon from the spleens of pigs. All these tannin-com- 
pounds are said to act like the simple organic preparations. 
They are marketed in the form of powder, and in tablets each 
containing 0.1 gramme of the active substance. 
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Drug Clerks Should Study Foreign Languages. 


To the Editor: 

Sir—The attention of druggists, and especially of drug 
clerks, should be directed to the advantages accruing from a 
study of the German, French and Italian languages. In our 
metropolitan city prescriptions are received which give the 
directions (or Signatura) in different languages, depending 
upon the nationality of the physician, and it would be a great 
advantage if drug clerks were able to decipher and write the 
directions in the language in which they are written. It is 
true that a limited number of prescription clerks are able to do 
this, but I am convinced that the majority are not. If you 
would point out in the AMERICAN Druccist the advantages to 
be gained from a study of foreign languages, and the small 
amount of time it would require to become familiar with them 
through systematic study, I am sure you would confer a great 
benefit on many aspiring clerks. D. A. GREAVEN. 

PERRY’S PHARMACY, NEw York, January 19, 1906. 





Guessing at Prescriptions. 


To the Editor: 

Sir,—In your issue of January 8 J. T. Pepper, under Pre- 
scription Talk, gives fac-similes of four prescriptions, with 
comments on each. I will take prescription No. 1 as an ex- 
ample. Mr. Pepper proceeds with his analysis as follows: “I 
think it is quite easy to make out the first word as ‘Acid.’ The 
next word is not so easy, but the first letter is a capital B, 
and the next letters are ‘oric,’ making the word Boric. The 
quantity required is 6 drachms. The first letter on the second 
line is a capital ‘ A,’ and the next letter is ‘q,’ the two forming 
the contraction ‘Aq.’ for ‘Aque,’” and so Mr. Pepper con- 
tinues to tell what he thinks each sign, letter and word means, 
until he reaches the final “ad (to) 1 fluid ounce.” 

If Mr. Pepper offers this batch of prescriptions, with his 
analysis, as a curiosity, I have no comment to make, but if his 
article was written with the hope that it might be instructive, 
I believe that he should have been more specific and given 
the method by which he arrived at his conclusions. He says 
the first letter is : B. How does he know it is a B, and how 
does he know that the next letters are “oric” ? If it is all so 
plain that he can read it without expressing a doubt, then 
there is no occasion for putting it under the dissecting knife; 
if there is a doubt, then he should not name it so positively 
without giving his reasons. He says “the quantity required 
is 6 drachms.” How did he arrive at that? I should have 
guessed it 6 grains. If it is 6 drachms, as Mr. Pepper posi- 
tively states, how did he obtain solution of 6 drachms of boric 
acid in one ounce of water? 

It looks as if Mr. Pepper may have done some guessing, and 
that is just the point upon which I wish to touch. I know 
that some pharmacists pride themselves on their ability to 
decipher any kind of an old scrawl, but the practice should not 
be encouraged. A man who is thoroughly up in his business 
may “keep safe” and his errors may do no harm, but that is 
no argument in favor of the practice. If a prescription is 
carelessly written, and cannot be thoroughly understood, the 
pharmacist should have the courage to return it to the physi- 
cian for interpretation; there is no other safe way. 

A pharmacist should never receive instruction as a guesser; 
he should be taught to be positive, not “ think,” but know. 

A. H. MALONEY. 
CAMDEN, N. Y. 


Our Past a Guarantee of the Future. 


Inclosed please find check, payment in full for subscription 
for 1906. Best wishes for the continued prosperity in the 
future, which I feel sure your past record insures. 


Wm. O. FRAILEY. 
BANCASTER, PA., February 2, 1906. 
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The Ready Made Cut in Drug Advertising. 

Among all the shortcomings of retail drug advertising noth- 
ing perhaps is a more discouraging feature than the syndicate 
cut: its trail is over everything, and its absurdity is appalling, 
or would be if it were not so funny. 

The experienced advertising man, if he is conscientious, 
says the editor of The New Idea, usually writes his copy first, 
makes it strong enough to stand alone without any illustration 
and then plans his illustration to strengthen the advertisement. 
To write an advertisement to fit an illustration pre-supposes 
that it doesn’t matter much what one says anyway, which is 
about as complete a reversal of sound advertising tenets as one 
could imagine. 

The man who takes a syndicate-cut service, however, never 
knows just what he is going to write about till his proofsheet 
arrives, whereupon he selects a cut that he thinks may be 
made to “do,” and endeavors to drag in, as by the hair, some 
allusion to the part of his business that he wants to advertise. 

And while we may treat the subject rather lightly it is 
no laughing matter to the advertiser—for while other people 
have the privilege of laughing at it, he is the man who has to 
pay the bill. Not only does it represent a loss of money to 
him for the cost of the space, it represents also a loss of op- 
portunity worth a great deal more than the money. 

A QUESTION OF STYLE. 

Here is a cut used in a soda advertisement last July—1905, 
mind you. Now as you may not be up on such things ask 
your wife’s opinion of the style of the ladies’ hats and the cut 
of their sleeves. She will tell 
you that they reached the 
zenith of their popularity in 
1894, and if you were to use 
such a cut in one of your ads 
it would probably cost you a 
$20 hat as the price of relief 
from her apt but irritating re- 
marks about the attractiveness 
of your advertising to the stylish 
women who trade at your store. 
The soda fountain is apparent- 
ly automatic, as no dispenser is 
in sight: we may well suppose, 
however, that he deserted -histpost of duty as soon as possible 
after serving the fair ones, to test his eyesight by such familiar 
devices as counting fingers, etc., and thereby assure himself 
that he was not dreaming when this vision of the past appeared 
before him. 

As a puller of soda trade something better might be evolved. 

NOT JOB’S. 


The doleful title of this cut has no reference to the trials of 
Job, or at least if it has the druggists who use it in various 
parts of the country have 
wrenched it from its original 
context and now employ it asa 
startling introduction to the 
bold declaration that “‘ Many 
Trials will prove that our drug 
store is the best place for you 
to trade!” or something to that 
effect. 

It must be somewhat dis- 
couraging to the man who has 
been considering the advisabil- 
ity of transferring his patron- 
age to this advertiser to learn 
that “many trials” will be required to demonstrate the wis- 
dom of such a course. Similarly this does not appear to be a 
very effective appeal to the satisfied customers of other stores 
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and therefore it appears to The New Idea to be a rather dan- 
gerous advertisement. 
POSSESS YE YOUR SOULS IN PATIENCE. 

Observe, gentle reader, the look of resignation on the face 
of the young woman who is patiently waiting for the prescrip- 
tion to be filled. She said in an unguarded moment that she 
would wait for the medicine, and 
now she has been there 45 min- 
utes, but it is not ready yet. 
Hubby is always cross, too, if 
his luncheon is not ready 
promptly at 12, and next time 
she will go to a store that is 
either quicker about its pre- 
scription work or else insists on 
delivering the medicine when 
there is likely to be a delay. 

Waiting for a prescription is 
usually a trying experience. The 
time always seems twice as 
lonz as it is, and most people feel like using harsh language— 
except, of course, the ladies—when reminded of such an ex- 
perience. Therefore, don’t remind them of it. Show a delivery 
boy spinning along on his wheel, instead, if you want to show 
anything. 





THE ACME OF PERFECTION. 

We are not exactly sure what it is that deserves the en- 
comium, “ Acme of Perfection,” which this cut so gracefully (7?) 
brings to our attention. At first we thought it was a brand of 
flour stamped on the barrel ends 
so conspicuous in the illustra- 
tion. This, however, seems to 
be fallacious, for the advertise- 
ment says nothing about flour, 
or, indeed, about the cut at all. 
which is probably wise. Next 
to the wisdom of omitting such 
a meaningless cut, the 
discernment which leads to its 
being ignored. 

It can hardly be suspected 
that the cut is an example of 
the “acme of perfection” from 
either a mechanical, artistic, or commercial standpoint. 


comes 





And 
a wise druggist will not be likely to claim that much for his 


store—since that is a good deal to claim. If he did claim it 
no one would believe it. 
DOGS NOT ALLOWED. 

The patrons of one drug store at least were no doubt greatly 
relieved to learn that there is no danger of finding a young 
dog swimming around in the tonic prescribed by the doctor, 
although the druggist modestly takes no credit to himself for 
any extra care to avoid such an 
undesirable complication ; it be- 
ing a mere matter of physical 
impossibility for a twelve-pound 
dog to fall through the opening 
of a small-necked funnel, there 
can certainly be no harm in al- 
lowing him to lie down in the 
funnel, even though the latter 
is still over an open bottle of— 
presumably—medicine. 

It may be that there are 
certain whimsical folk, who are 
finicky enough to think that a 
dog has no business in the prescription department of a drug 
store; and others who think that even if the dog has the run 
of the store to this extent, it is hardly worth advertising as a 
drawing card; so it might be well to concede the point and omit 
the dog hereafter. 





“YOR'T GO IK. 


A DEATH BED SCENE. 
One of the most fetching things that has been sent in lately 
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is this death bed scene, rendered doubly pathetic by being in- 
serted upside down. After gazing in mute but terrible anguish 
upon it for a moment we saw the words “Recovery is Doubt- 
ful,” and next the name of the druggist in display type, who is 
suspected of having brought about this catastrophe. But stay 
—that cannot be! And on reading the fine type carefully, we 
find that the druggist proves an excellent alibi, it having de- 
veloped that recovery is doubtful unless the “ drugs ” came from 
his store. 

Our art critic being absent, we shall say nothing as to per- 
spective, foreshortening, light and shade, and the respective 
merits of the Dutch and Flemish schools. We desire, however, 
to call attention to the right 
hand of the prospective widow, 
evidently modeled after a ma- 
son’s trowel. Note its exquisite 
expression! Though struggling 
nobly to hide her grief, her 
hand trembles, and the artist 
has reproduced it beautifully. 
The doctor has broken the pa- 
tient’s wrist in trying to feel 
his pulse, and may soon be de- 
fendant in a malpractice suit. 
The nurse is evidently making 
a rapid mental calculation of 
the amount of her bill, while 
the young heir of the family 
title has such a broad smile on 
his face at the thought of how 
he will make the old man’s money fly that you can almost make 
out the gold filling in his left lower wisdom tooth. As we re- 
marked before, for pathos and true artistic feeling, this is in- 
deed a masterpiece. 

But it is not good advertising: we don’t want the idea of 
death associated with our store. Let it stand for life and 
happiness, comfort and convenience, aye, and a little luxury 
now and then. 





Yn 
iil \K 
Say 


RECOVERY IS DOUBTFUL 
if the quality of the 
DRUGS and MEDICINES 


A MARINE OUT OF PLACE, 


By way of variety, let us consider this marine; so realistic 
is it that you wish you had your rubbers on, lest the water 
splash over your shoes. 

And what flight of imagina- 
tion could bring about any con- 
nection between the drug busi- 
ness and this surf-bathing ex- 
hibition, unless it be that both 
parties here represented are in 





a fair way to catch severe 
colds? 
TO ATTRACT ATTENTION IS NOT 


ALL OF ADVERTISING. 

Nearly always the vile cheap 
cuts that disfigure retail drug 
advertising are used through a 
misconception of their mission and usefulness. ‘They attract 
attention” is what their promoters claim for them. This may 
be true, but it does not necessarily make them valuable. One 
might easily attract attention by wearing a red flannel shirt 
with his evening clothes, yet it would reflect seriously on his 
good taste, at least, and perhaps on his good sense as well. 

Cut out the bum cuts. Make your copy strong enough to 
stand alone. Tell the public interesting timely facts about your 
Make your store worth telling about first though, if you 
have any doubt on that point. Don’t treat the drug business as 
a joke to be mixed up with meddlesome pups, crawling over the 
funnels, nor as a lugubrious death bed proposition. Straight, 
clean business talk will do the work, will increase people’s re- 
spect for your store and for the drug business and will please 
you yourself so much better than the crude caricatures that 
grossly libel your business at your expense, that you will won- 
der why any one ever used them. 





store. 








WINTER WINDOW DISPLAYS. 

The recent cold snap—about the first taste of real winter 
weather New York has had this season—brought out many 
timely window displays in pharmacies of cough drops, rock 
candy, licorice gum drops and remedies for coughs and colds. 
In many of these displays, particularly where cough drops are 
featured, the old but effective method of showing the goods 
dumped carelessly from a pail, barrel or some such container 
on to the floor of the window has been adopted. One window 
uptown, for instance, shows licorice gum drops rolling from 
a barrel and covering the front part of the window, while 
other windows contain white and brown rock candy, cherry 
and other cough drops in open wooden boxes or loose in the 
window. 

FOR CHAPPED LIPS AND HANDS. 

It would be hard to make a window display which in beauti- 
ful blending and harmonizing of colors and in the arrange- 
ment of goods could excel that of the W. B. Riker & Sons Com- 
pany, in one of its windows in the store at Twenty-third street 
and Sixth avenue. The article featured was the firm’s violet 
cerate. On a raised platform, or pedestal, at back of the win- 
dow in the center was a large wax doll. The doll’s dress con- 
sisted entirely of bunches of violets. The outstretched hand 
offered a package of violet cerate. The cerate is put up in 
white glass containers tied with narrow violet ribbon, which 
formed a pleasing contrast with the white containers. The 
goods were symmetrically arranged and cards telling about the 
merits of the cerate and giving the price plainly were placed in 
a conspicuous position. At the store of the same company at 

771 Broadway, this same article was featured in another way. 
The window contained a large frame with sloping sides inclos- 
ing a changeable mirror; the frame, covered with white cloth, 
held packages of the cerate. The mirror alternately reflects a 
picture of a young woman having blemishes removed from her 
face by a cupid mounted on a ladder. Bunches of violets were 
scattered among the goods, which were neatly arranged in the 
window. 

A DISPLAY OF RUBBER GOODS. 

The Kalish pharmacy, at Fourth avenue and Twenty-third 
street, had an attractive window, display last week of rubber 
goods, consisting principally of hot water bags and syringes. 
In the center of the window was suspended an immense water 
bag about 4 feet long, which of course arrested the attention 
of the passerby. The window was filled, but not crowded, with 
various articles of the kinds mentioned. Some crude rubber 
was also shown, and there was an exhibit showing all the parts 
and pieces cut and ready to be put together to make a hot 
water bag. The same store recently had a very good soap dis- 
play in one of its windows. It was a Russian violet perfumed 
soap, and the predominating tints in the display were violet, 
blue and gold. The soap is done up in blue wrappers with 
gold lettering. Some of the cartons were uncovered; others 
were not. Bunches of violets were scattered freely about the 
window. The floor of the window was covered with white and 
green crepe paper. In the background were two large horse- 
shoes covered with green velvet and on these were attached 
cartons of the soap. The whole display was very effective. 

AN UNUSUAL DISPLAY. 

A rather unusual window exhibit was seen recently in the 
window of a Sixth avenue pharmacy. It consisted of a patent 
folding bath cabinet. The lamp for generating the vapor, the 
screens to surround the bather, and printed instructions were 
shown in one part of the window, while in one corner were 
the screens set up and joined. Over the top of these screens 
is seen the face of the wax image of a lady. A card explains 
the purpose of the outfit and gives the price. 

SOUVENIR CARD DISPLAY. 

An unusually attractive display of souvenir post cards was 
shown in the window of Kneuper’s City Hall Pharmacy last 
week, The cards, which were exceptionally good, were shown 
in three large frames, each frame holding some eight or nine 
rows. Scenes of points of interest, pictures of theatrical art- 
ists, prominent men and reproductions of well-known paintings 
appeared on the cards. The effectiveness of the display was 
enhanced by a large illuminated sign suspended from the top 
of the window. 
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THE LEGAL REGULATION OF PROPRIETARY MEDICINES. 





Many Bills from Many Sources—Text of the Bill Devised at a 
Joint Conference of the Four National Associations — The 
Ladies’ Home Journal Bill—Special Bill Prepared by a Volun- 
teer Committee in New York. 





The agitation of the question of narcotics, which was begun 
some four years ago by the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion at St. Louis and which led to the formulation of the Beal 
Anti-Nareotic Law, has gradually spread until under the in- 
fluence of the attacks on proprietary medicines by the Ladies’ 
Home Journal, Colliers’ Weekly and similar publications a host 
of legislative enactments have been proposed as a means for 
remedying the evils surrounding the sale of proprietary medi- 
cines of secret’ composition. 

At the invitation of the Committee on Legislation of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association a conference was held in 
Chicago last December between delegates representing the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, the Proprietary Associa- 
tion of America, the National Wholesale Druggists’ Association 
and the National Retail Druggists’ Association. While these 
delegates were not empowered to commit the associations which 
they represented to the indorsement of the results of the con- 
ference, they succeeded in agreeing upon a draft of two bills, 
which are presented below in full. 

The delegates who drafted the bills are Albert E. Ebert, 
Chicago, of the American Pharmaceutical Association; J. M. 
Good, St. Louis, of the National Association of Retail Drug- 
gists; M. N. Kline, Philadelphia, of the National Wholesale 
Druggists’ Association, and John W. Kennedy, Chicago, of the 
Proprietary Association of America. 

The following is the text of the two measures: 

ANTI-NARCOTIC BILL. 
A BILL 
To Provide Against the Evils Resulting From the Traffic in Certain 

_Narcotic Drugs, and to Regulate the Sale Thereof. 
Be it Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 

Section 1, That it. shall be unlawful for any person, firm or 
corporation to sell, furnish or give away any cocaine, alpha or beta 
eucaine, opium, morphine, heroin, chloral hydrate or any salt or com- 
pound of any of the foregoing substances, or any preparation or com- 
pound containing any of the foregoing substances, or their salts or 
compounds, except upon the original written order or prescription of a 
lawfully authorized practitioner of medicine, dentistry or veterinary 
medicine, which order or prescription shall be dated and shall contain 
the name of the person for whom prescribed, or if ordered by a prac- 
titioner of veterinary medicine shall state the kind of animal for which 
ordered, and shall be signed by the person giving the prescription or 
order. Such written order or prescription shall be permanently re- 
tained on file by the person, firm or corporation who shall compound 
or dispense the articles ordered or prescribed, and it shall not be 
again compounded or dispensed, except upon the written order of the 
original prescriber for each and every subsequent compounding or dis- 
pensing. No copy or duplicate of such written order or prescription 
shall be made or delivered to any person, but the original shall at all 
times be open to inspection by five prescriber and properly authorized 
officers of the law. 

Provided, however, that the above provisions shall not apply to 
preparations containing not more than two grains of opium or not 
more than one-fourth grain of morphine, or not more than one-fourth 
grain of heroin, or not more than one-eighth grain of cocaine, or not 
more than one-eighth grain of alpha or beta eucaine, or not more than 
ten grains of chloral hydrate, in one fluid-ounce, or if a solid prepara- 
tion, in one avoirdupois ounce, Provided also that the above provisions 
shall not apply to preparations containing opium and recommended 
and sold in good faith for diarrhea and cholera, each bottle or package 
of which is accompanied by specific directions for use, and a caution 
against habitual use, nor to powder of ipecac and opium commonly 
known as Dover’s Powder, nor to liniments or ointments when plainly 
labeled “‘ for external use oniy.” And provided further that the above 
provision shall not apply to sales at wholesale by jobbers, whole 
salers and manufacturers to retail druggists or qualified physicians, or 
to each other, nor to sales at retail by retail druggists to regular prac 
titioners of medicine, dentistry or veterinary medicine, nor to sales 
made to manufacturers of proprietary or pharmaceutical preparations 
for use in the manufacture of such preparations, nor to sales to hos- 
pitals, colleges, scientific or public institutions. 

Sec. 2. It shall be unlawful for any practitioner of medicine, 
dentistry, or veterinary medicine to furnish to or to prescribe for the 
use of any habitual user of the same any cocaine, heroin, alpha or beta 
eucaine, opium, morphine, chloral hydrate, or any salt or compound 
of any of the foregoing substances, or any preparation containing any 
of the foregoing substances or their salts or compounds. And it shall 
also be unlawful for any practitioner of dentistry to prescribe any of 
the foregoing substances for any person not under his treatment in the 
regular practice of his profession, or for any practitipner of veterinary 
medicine to prescribe any of the foregoing substanées for the use of 
any human being. 

Provided, however, that the provisions of this section shall not be 
construed to prevent any lawfully authorized practitioner of medicine 
from furnishing or prescribing in good faith for the use of any habitual 
user of narcotic drugs who is under his professional care such sub 
stances as he may deem necessary for their treatment, when such 
prescriptions are not given or substances furnished for the purpose of 
evading the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 3. Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this 
act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction for 
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the first offense shal] be fined not less than $25.00 nor more than $50.00, 
and upon conviction for a second offense shall be fined not less than 
$50.00 nor more than $100.00, and upon conviction for a subsequent 
offense shall be fined not less than $100.00 nor more than $200.00, and 
shall be imprisoned in the county jail for not more than six months 
and if a licensed pharmacist, physician, dentist or veterinary surgeon, 
his license shall be revoked. It shall be the duty under this act of all 
judges of the courts of common pleas in this State, at every regular 
term thereof, to charge all regularly impanelled grand juries to dili- 
gently inquire into and investigate all cases of the violation of the 
provisions of this act and to make a true presentment of all persons 
guilty of such violations. It shall be the duty of the Board of Phar- 
macy to cause the prosecution of all persons violating the provisions 
of this act. No prosecution shall be brought for the sale of any patent 
or proprietary medicine containing any of the drugs or preparations 
hereinbefore mentioned until the Board of Pharmacy shall certify that 
such medicine contains any of the said drugs or preparations in excess 
of the maximum percentages hereinbefore mentioned. 

Sec. 4. In any proceedings under the provisions of this act the 
charge may be brought against any or all of the members of a partner- 
ship, or against the directors or executive officers of a corporation, 
or against the agent of any person, partnership or corporation. 

Sec. 5. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are 
hereby repealed. 

Sec. 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after 
the f i 


THE PROPRIETARY MEDICINE BILL. 


A BILL 

To Regulate the Sale of Certain Proprietary Medicines. 

Be It Enacted, etc. 

Section 1. Any proprietary medicine which contains a percentage 
of alcohol greater than is reasonably necessary for the extraction and 
dissolving of the active constituents of the drugs used in the prepara- 
tion of said medicine or to prevent the precipitation of such active 
constituents or to preserve the medicine from fermentation or freezing, 
shall be deemed to be an intoxicating liquor and shall be sold only 
under the provisions of the law regulating the sale of intoxicating 
liquors. Provided that this act shall not be construed to apply to 
preparations compounded according to any formula embraced in the 
United States Pharmacopm@ia or the National Formulary, when sold 
under a title recognized by the said United States Pharmacopeia, or 
National Formulary. 

Sec. 2. No prosecution shall be brought for the sale of any pro- 
prietary preparation in violation of the provisions of this act unless 
the Board of Pharmacy shall, after due investigation, certify that 
such proprietary preparation contains alcohol in a percentage greater 
than the timit fixed by Section 

A LOCAL LAW FOR NEW YORK STATE. 

A volunteer committee composed of leading New Yorkers 
in various lines met recently at the residence of Dr. William 
Jay Schieffelin and prepared a measure governing the labeling 
of proprietary medicines, the main features of which are in- 
cluded in the following excerpts: 

AN Act to amend the pubiic health law by providing for the proper 
labeling of proprietary and other medicines containing alcohol and 
narcotic drugs, and for the inspection, analysis and regulation of 
the manufacture and sale of the same. 

The people of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter six hundred and sixty-one of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and ninety-three, entitled “‘ An Act in Relation to the Public 
Health, Constituting Chapter Twenty-five of the General Laws,” is 
hereby amended by inserting therein a new article, to be Article XIV, 
and to read as follows: 

ARTICLE XIV. 
PROPRIETARY AND OTHER MEDICINES. 

SecTion 225. Manufacture and Sale of Certain Medicines Prohibited 
Unless Properly Labeled.—No person shall manufacture, sell or offer 
or expose for sale any proprietary or patent medicine or other medicinal 
preparation containing alcohol, opium or any of its preparations, its 
alkaloids or their derivatives, strychnine, digitalis, chloroform, canna- 
bis indica, chloral or any of its derivatives, cocaine or any of its salts, 
eucaine or any of its salts, acetanilid, antipyrine, bromoform, exalgine, 
holocain, phenacetin, phenocoll, sulphonal, trional, veronal or any other 
hypnotic, anesthetic, analgesic or cardiac, circulatory, respiratory or 
nerve depressant, unless the same shall have plainly and conspicuously 
stamped or printed on the bottle, box or receptacle containing the same 
or on the label affixed thereto, and also on the outside wrapper or 
package, if any, and also on the inside wrapper and all circulars accom- 
panying said medicine or medicinal preparation and relating to it, if 
any, a true statement of the percentage of alcohol and the percentage 
or portion or proportion of each of the above mentioned or described 
drugs contained in each box, bottle, receptacle or package of such medi- 
cine or medicinal preparation. Such information shall be stamped or 
printed in antique or gothic type, easily to be read, of a size not 
smaller than that known as ten point, and so displayed as to be con- 
spicuous. 

Where alcohol is used as a solvent or preservative, or for any other 
purpose, it is to be deemed as contained in the medicine or medicinal 
preparation within the meaning of this act, and the drugs above speci- 
fied shall be described by their common, or English, names. 

Sec. 226. Definition—The term “ medicinal preparation” as used 
in this article shall be deemed to include every pepernens or combina- 
tion or mixture of drugs or of drugs with substances which are not 
drugs, when such preparation, combination or mixture purports to have 
medicinal properties or to be a remedy or mixture or cure or food, or 
is intended to be used for medicinal effects or for the cure, alleviation 
or prevention of disease. 

Sec, 227. Application of This Article-—The provisions of this article 
shall not apply to preparations intended solely for external use, when- 
ever the label plainly indicates that the preparation is to be used exter- 
nally, and is not to be used internally, nor to the dispensing of medi- 
cinal compounds on prescriptions by registered physicians, nor to prep- 
arations listed in the Pharmacopwia of the United States and the 
official Pharmacopeias of other nations, the National Standard Dispen- 
satory and United States Dispensatory or the National Formulary, 
unless sold under a proprietary name. 

Sec. 228. Statements on the Label to Constitute a Warranty.—The 
label placed on a proprietary or patent medicine or other medicinal 
preparation by the manufacturer, as required by this act, shall be a 
warranty of the truth and accuracy of the statements contained there- 
in, and the absence of any statement on such label shall constitute a 
warranty by the manufacturer that such medicine or medicinal prep- 
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aration contains none of the drugs mentioned or described in section 
225 of this article. Any person injured by reason of the failure of a 
manufacturer to comply with the provisions of this act shall have 
cause of action against the manufacturer, and may recover both actual 
and exemplary damages. 

_ Section 229 defines the duties of the State Department of Health 
in respect to proprietary and other medicines, and provides for .the 
appointment of additional inspectors, chemists and analysts, and gives 
the board power to adopt such measures and regulations as may be 
necessary to enforce the law. 

Section 230 provides for the analyses of proprietary and other med- 
icines, the taking, keeping, registering and testing of samples, etc. 

The last three sections are as follows: 

Sec. 261. Penalties. Subdivision 1.—Any person violating any pro- 
vision of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be 
punished for each offense by a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor 
more than two hundred and fifty dollars, or by imprisonment for not 
iess than ten days nor more than one hundred days, or by both fine and 
iiprisonment, in the discretion of the court. 

Subdivision 2. Any person violating any provision of this article, in 
addition to and irrespective of the punishment hereinbefore provided, 
shall forfeit to the State Department of Health the sum of fifty dollars 
for every such violation, except that where said violation occurs in a 
city of the first class, said forfeiture of fifty dollars shall be to the 
Department of Health of said city. The said amount may be sued for 
and recovered in the name of said State department, or where the viola- 
tien occurs in a city of the first class, by the Department of Health 
thereof, and shall be paid to the said State or city department, as the 
case may be, to be applied to the running expenses of said department, 
together with the costs, and a reasonable allowance in the discretion of 
ihe court to reimburse the said department for the expenses incident to 
such suit and recovery, not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars. 

_ Sec. 232. Analysis as Evidence.—In any suit or prosecution_under 
this article a copy of the analysis of the State Department of Health 
or of the analysis of the Department of Health in a city of the first 
class, of a sample of a medicine or medicinal preparation manufactured, 
sold or offered or exposed for sale under the same name and purporting 
to be of the same manufacture as the medicine or medicinal preparation 
in question, in such suit or prosecution, duly certified by the commis- 
sioner er by the secretary of said State or city Department of Health, 
to be a true copy thereof, shall be presumptive evidence in all courts 
and places of the percentage of alcohol, and the percentage or propor- 
tion of each of the other drugs named or described in section 225 of 
this article, if any, contained in the said medicine or medicinal prepara- 
tion. Provided that where the analysis has been made by a city De- 
partment of Health it shall be certified by the commissioner or by the 
secretary of said department that said analysis was made by an analyst, 
chemist or officer of said department in like manner as in section 230 
of this article provided for analysis by the State Department of Health 

Sec, 2. This act shall take effect October first, nineteen hundred 
and six, except that section 229 hereof shall take effect immediately. 


The committee which is responsible for this local measure 
comprises representatives of the leading civic organizations in 
this city. Among the members of the committee are Dr. Wm. 
Jay Schieffelin, of Schieffelin & Co.; Dr. Charles F. Chandler, 
dean of the School of Mines of Columbia University, and Pro- 
fessor of Organic Chemistry in the New York College of Phar- 
macy; Dr. Charles Baskerville, Professor of Chemistry in the 
College of the City of New York; Dr. Charies L. Dana, presi- 
dent of the New York Academy of Medicine; Dr. Thomas Dar- 
lington, Commissioner of Health of New York City; Mrs. Rus- 
sell Sage, William A. Jenner, V. Everit Macy, James A. Talcott, 
the Rev. Dr. William R. Huntington, of Grace Church; William 
T. Wardwell, Seth Low, the Rev. Charles L. Thompson, Dr. W. 
Gilman Thompson, A. Alexander Smith, James A. McCorkle, 
Alexander Lamber, Dr. Francis P. Kinnicut, Dr. Charles G. 
Kerley, Dr. Glentworth R. Butler, Dr. Joseph B. Bryant, Dr. 
Robert Abbey, Dr.Edward G. Janeway, James Speyer, Dr. 
Virgil P. Gibney, Dr. Charles M. Dowd, Dr. Francis Delafield, 
Dr. M. F. Crandall, Prof. Graham Lusk, the Rev. D. Stewart 
Dodge, the Rev. Dr. Stires, of St. Thomas’ Church, and many 
others. The committee was organized by Albert Manierre, of 
Manierre & Manierre, attorneys, of 31 Nassau street. 


THE LADIES’ HOME JOURNAL BILL. 


The Ladies’ Home Journal devotes three pages in its Feb- 
ruary issue to proprietary medicines, and proposes the enact- 
ment of the following bill: 


’ 


and ‘‘ Proprietary ” 


AN AcT 
to Regulate the Manufacture and Sale of ‘“ Patent’ 
Medicines. 
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Section 1. Each package, bottle, box or other parcel containing what 


is commonly known as a “ patent” or “ proprietary ’’ medicine of any 
kind or in = form, intended for internal consumption by human 
beings, other than a medicine s gd compounded upon the written 
order or prescription of a physician duly authorized to practice his pro- 
fession in this State, which shall be hereafter manufactured within this 
State, or which shall be hereafter manufactured without this State and 
exposed or offered for sale, or sold or given away, or otherwise disposed 
of, within this State, shall have both on the outside wrapper of such 
package, bottle, box or other parcel, and also on the label affixed to such 
package, bottle, box or other parcel, in plain English, printed in black 
letters on white paper, of a size not smaller than of type eight point, 
so called, a complete schedule showing all the ingredients contained in 
such “ patent” or “ proprietary ” medicine, and the exact proportions 
of each ingredient thereof. 

Sec. 2. Whenever any such “patent” or “ proprietary’ medicine 
shall contain more than eight per cent. of ethyl alcohol, or more than one- 
twenty-fifth of one per cent. of morphine, heroin, cocaine or of the salts 
or equivalents or derivatives of the same or any of them, or more than - 
one-fourth of one per cent. of chloral hydrate, or any quantity of bella- 








donna, cotton-root, ergot, or other abortifacient, there shall be printed 
in plain English, in red letters of a size not smaller than eight point, 
so called, on white paper, in addition to the schedule of ingredients 
hereinbefore required, both on the outside wrapper of the package, 
bottle, box or other parcel containing the same, and also on the label 
Fp to such package, bottle, box or parcel, a notice reading as fol- 
ows: 

“This package (or bottle or box or parcel as the case may be) con- 
tains (here give the name and proportion or percentage of the drug as 
the case may be), and is therefore under the Act of the Legislature of 
, VS, a Sree , marked 

“ POISON,” 
and also the single separate werd “ porson,” which shall be printed 
separately on a line by itself, in bold-face type, and in letters not iess 
than one-quarter of an inch high. 

Sec. 3. The Board of Health of this State is hereby empowered, im- 
mediately upon the passage of this act and from time to time there- 
after, to make, or cause to be made, a chemical analysis of ‘‘ patent” 
or “ proprietary ’’ medicines, manufactured, or exposed or offered for 
sale, or sold or given away, or otherwise disposed of, within this State, 
for internal consumption by human beings, other than those specially 
compounded upon a physician’s written prescription as aforesaid. If 
any such analysis shall show that there has been, with respect to any 
such “patent” or “ proprietary ” medicine, a failure to comply with 
the requirements of this act, said board shall at once notify the Dis- 
trict Attorney of any county in this State in which the said “ patent” 
or “‘ proprietary ’ medicine is manufactured, or exposed or offered for 
sale, or sold or given away, or otherwise disposed of, whose duty it 
shall be to prosecute the person, firm or corporation so violating the 
provisions hereof. 

Sec. 4. Any changes, either in the ingredients or in the proportions 
or percentages of the ingredients in any such “ patent” or “ proprie- 
tary’ medicine manufactured within this State, shall be at once re- 
ported by the manufacturer thereof to the Board of Health of this 
State. 

Sec, 5. Any person, firm or corporation who shall manufacture, or 
expose or offer for sale, or sell, or give away, or otherwise dispose of, 
any such “ patent” or “ proprietary”’ medicine within this State in 
violation of the provisions of this act, or any of them, shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor and on conviction thereof shall be punishable therefor 
by a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50), nor more than five hun- 
‘dred dollars ($500), or imprisonment for not less than thirty (30) days 
nor more than six (6) months, or both. 

Sec. 6. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

-— 7. This act shall take effect on the ........ GET GE eis vases ‘ 


Sale of Intoxicating Proprietaries Illegal in Arkansas. 

The Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy has issued a circu- 
lar to the druggists of the State embracing the following opin- 
ion from the Attorney General: 

Office of Attorney-General, 
Robert l.. Rogers, Attorney-General; G. W. Hendricks, Assistant. 
Lirr_n Rock, ArK., January 17, 1906. 
Dr. J. W. Biedelman, Secretary State Board of Pharmacists, City. 

Drar Sir,—We have your letter of the 15th inst., in which you call 
cur attention to a report of the case of Steele vs, The State of Arkan- 
sas, which was affirmed by the Supreme Court on last Saturday, and 
reported in Sunday’s Arkansas Gazette, as being a conviction in “ viola- 
tion of the Liquor law” in selling.a bottle of a certain proprietary 
preparation, and ~— us what particular article this man had sold in 
violation of law, in order that you may in a circular letter give the re- 
sult of this decision to the various druggists over the State, in order 
that they may be protected. 

This “‘ certain proprietary preparation ” is not so generally described 
in the decision, but the decision says: “ Appellant sold to one Kelley 
a certain compound called Pe-ru-na.” Why the newspaper described 
this in such general terms and avoided using the term Pe-ru-na, will 
be perhaps understood by all those familiar with the contracts news- 
papers are compelled to make for Te this article, if they make 
any contracts at all. In this instance in which the newspaper failed to 
reflect the truth of this decision sufficiently to enable the druggists to 
protect themselves from violations of the law, the issuance of this circu- 
lar by you is quite commendable and will doubtless be appreciated by 
the druggists. : 

This is a sweeping decision and will not only apply to Pe-ru-na, but 
to any other preparation which may intoxicate. The court in this deci- 
sion said: “It is unlawful to sell the same even though the seller do so 
thinking, in good faith, that it is to be used as a medicine.” To sustain 
a conviction it is only necessary to show that the article was intoxicat- 
ing, and that it was sold without license. 

As stated by us in a previous letter to you, under the Blind Tiger 
Act of 1883, the pessession of a United States Liquor License is made 
prima facie evidence of the guilt of the party owning or controlling the 
house. ‘This provision of the law will be of considerable interest to 
those druggists who contemplate taking out United States Revenue 
License in compliance with the recent Internal Revenue Department 
order, taking effect April 1, 1906. 

Yours very truly, 
ROBERT L. ROGERS, 
Attorney-General. 


In calling attention to the above from the highest legal au- 
thority in the State, the Board believed it to be a duty to advise 
the druggists to be exceedingly careful in the sale of anything 
that may be used as an intoxicant—unless they possess all the 
licenses—State, county, city, as well as U. S. Internal Revenue. 





George Merrell Made a Trustee of the Cincinnati Sinking 
Fund. 

The Mayor of Cincinnati has appointed George Merrell, pres- 
ident of the William S. Merrell Chemical Company, a trustee of 
the sinking fund for a term of four years. Mr. Merrell was nom- 
inated for City Treasurer on the Democratic ticket, but declined 
to run. He is a native of Cincinnati and was educated in the 
public schools of that city, entering business in 1853. Mr. Mer- 
rell is a member of the oldest lodge of Masons in Ohio. 
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JOBBERS AND RETAILERS CONFER. 





A Great Meeting Under Auspices of the Metrofolitan Association 
—Mr. Plaut for toe Jobbers Is Interrogated by Ex-President 
Anderson of the N. A. R. D,—Dr. Schieffelin Explains His 
Anti-Narcotic Bill. 


Retail and wholesale druggists of this city now understand 
each other much better than they ever did before. The differ- 
ences which, for the past month or two, have disturbed both 
branches of the drug trade here were threshed out at a joint 
meeting of retailers and jobbers held at the New York College 
of Pharmacy on Friday evening, January 26. While it was 
officially a meeting of the General Committee of the N. A. R. 138 
with well-known jobbers and others as guests, it was a notable 
gathering of men prominent in organization work. Among 
those present were Albert Plaut, of Lehn & Fink; Dr. William 
Jay Schieffelin, of Schieffelin & Co.; Frank BE. Holliday, 
of the N. W. D. A.; John C. Gallagher, of Jersey City, formerly 
a member of the Executive Committee of the N. A. R. D.: 
William De Shetley, manager of the N. A. R. D.’s Department 
of the East; Clarence O. Bigelow, W. C. Anderson, former presi- 
dent of the N. A. R. D. and of the M. A. R. D.; Dr. William 
Muir and Felix Hirseman. ‘There were in all some forty or 
fifty persons present. 

The respective merits of the D. C. S. N. and tripartite plans 
were discussed at great length. It was one of the most open, 
frank and candid discussions of the questions involved that 
ever took place in the drug trade of this city. Everyone who 
participated in the debate spoke his mind freely and plainly, 
and while the arguments at times were perhaps somewhat 
heated, good feeling and fellowship prevailed throughout; 
every speaker was earnest and sincere and expressed his loyalty 
to the common cause. 

AT THE OPENING OF THE MEETING. 

The business meeting proper was called to order about 9.15 
o’clock Pp. M., in the library of the college, President Reuben R. 
Smith being in the chair. After the minutes had been ap- 
proved as read, Treasurer Bischoff reported a balance in the 
treasury of $278.65. Reports were then called for from 
various districts. The Hudson River Branch and the Bronx 
Association, it was stated, were doing all in their power to 
educate the physicians on the N. 8. P. and National Formulary 
preparations. Jacob Diner said that in the 22d district this 
work is already yielding good financial returns. On Mr. Diner’s 
suggestion, it was decided to unite the fourth and sixth dis- 
tricts with the second district, and the appointment of a special 
committee to organize that territory was authorized. 

J. H. Morey said he thought it would be a great help if the 
minutes of the meetings were printed and distributed among the 
members. This is done in other large cities, he said, with good 
results. The sentiment of the meeting favored this plan as 
a valuable suggestion, and it was referred to the Executive 
Committee. President Smith then announced that there were 
a number of guests present, representing jobbing and other 
interests, and he took pleasure in introducing as the first 
speaker Albert Plaut, whom he referred to as the representative 
of the jobbers. 

MR. PLAUT’S POSITION. 

At the outset Mr. Plaut made it plain that he had come not 
as a representative of jobbing interests, but merely as an in- 
dividual, and that he had intended simply to take part in the 
discussion. He said he did not represent the Metropolitan 
Association of Jobbers; he merely wished to become familiar 
with the work being done by the retailers. He had been under 
the impression, he continued, that the retailers did not take 
sufficient interest in organization work; in this he found he 
had been mistaken and was agreeably surprised. He said he 
was a strong believer in the value of co-operation; he was a 
labor union man in his views, and great good could come from 
organization if properly carried on, Co-operation is the watch 
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word of the day, and as an illustration of its value he cited 
what had been accomplished in recent years among peasants 
in Ireland in the dairy industry. In the scheme successfully 
worked out there he said that profits were sought through full 
selling prices on a co-operative basis, rather than by effecting 
petty economies in buying; “no buying clubs over there,” he 
remarked, rather significantly. 
It IS UP TO THE RETAILERS, 

Mr. Plaut urged the retailers to do more than merely pay 
their dues; they should work individually, call on their neigh- 
bors, etc.; “you can’t press the button and expect the N. A. 
R. D. to do the rest,” said he; “ don’t wait for the other fellow 
to act.” Mr. Plaut said he was much interested in the work 
being done by retailers to educate physicians to prescribe more 
U. S. P. and N. F. preparations; he spoke of the tendency of 
physicians to write fewer prescriptions and to prescribe pro- 
prietary preparations, of the danger of their becoming “ rusty ”’ 
in the matter of materia medica and therapeutics. Of late 
years, he continued, too much attention has been given to so- 
called patent medicines. It was most important, he said, for 
the retail druggist to bring the ethical side of his profession to 
the front. 

AS TO LEGISLATION, 


he said that it was commendable if of the right kind; for in- 
stance, it was right and proper to urge laws to curb the sale 
of nostrums, etc., and to protect the public against incom- 
petent druggists; but he advised retailers not to be too eager 
to rush to Albany or Washington to oppose bills that contain 
clauses which seem inimical to their interests. 

THE TWO PLANS. 

Mr. Plaut then plunged into the subject of the direct con- 
tract serial numbering and tripartite plans. “I was one of 
the four,” said he, “ who opposed the D. C. S. N. plan to the 
last; I have been converted to that plan and now I am a firm 
believer in it, but not for New York. It has been 
a success in smaller cities and towns, but a_ failure 
The fault lies partly with the manufacturer, but 
mostly with the retailers. The jobbers, who have been 
much abused, are about the only have remained 
steadfast and who have stood up religiously for the direct con- 
tract serial numbering plan. They are turning down orders 
daily because the orders are so large that they are evidently 
meant for cutters. Only to-day an order for five gross of 
Bromo Laxative Quinine, accompanied by a certified check, was 
turned down by three jobbers, notwithstanding the fact that 
the retailer’s name appeared on the retail agency lists. New 
York jobbers have succeeded in having some 20 odd retailers, 
who were known to be violating contracts, removed from the 
lists, and we have more names in the refrigerator. There is 
great need of purging these lists; the manufacturers want them 
purged, and the local retail associations ought to assist in 
this purging process.” 
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MULTITUDINOUS NEW REMEDIES. 

In the early part of the meeting some one had spoken upon 
the necessity of having all new remedies marketed under the 
direct contract serial numbering plan. “That is not good 
business,” said Mr. Plaut. “Lately we have been simply 
swamped with all sorts of new remedies and preparations, and 
almost every manufacturer uses the argument that he is going 
to market the new goods under the D. C. S. N. plan. This new 
remedy feature of the drug business is becoming a nuisance, 
and we are obliged to refuse to take the new goods even on 
consignment.” 

PROFITS ON PROPRIETARIES. 

Mr. Plaut said that the patent medicine trade was but a 
small part of the business of the average retail pharmacy ; 
entirely too much attention, he said, was paid to patent medi- 
cines; the profits, too, from “ patents” were very small. He 
then took up the old tripartite plan. 

“If you were familiar with the operation of the tripartite 
plan,” said he, “ you would not decry it. It has done more to 
price cutting and to bring about present condi- 

the drug trade than any other plan. The 
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Roanoke list has worked wonders. Let us urge the tri- 

partite manufacturers to adopt the D. C. S. N. plan. Don’t 

throw out the tripartite plan. Don’t make the alternative of 

D. C. S. N. plan or nothing. We have succeeded in getting a 

number of proprietors to stop selling direct to retailers. 
JOBBERS WANT TO CO-OPERATE. 


9 ’ 


association,” he continued, ‘wants to co- 
operate with you. It is often said that the jobber or middle- 
man will soon be extinct. That may apply to the candy busi- 
ness, the shoe or meat trade, but never to the drug business; 
there the jobber is indispensable. He cannot prosper unless 
the retailer does, and the manufacturer cannot successfully 
market his goods without the help of the wholesaler. The in- 
terests of one branch are identical with those of every other 
branch.” 

Upon the conclusion of his remarks Mr. Plaut was greeted 
with much applause. 


“The jobbers 


MR. DINER ASKS SOME POINTED QUESTIONS. 

Jacob Diner then made one of his forceful and characteristic 
speeches. He asked some very pointed questions. So long as 
no definite price is stipulated, such as is provided under the 
D. C. 8. N. plan, how can it be determined, he inquired, whether 
a man is a cutter or not? A retail price, he declared, is a neec- 
cessary adjunct to the tripartite plan. We, as retailers, are not 
entitled to the 5 per cent. discount, we do not ask it; but we 
must make a living profit, and the only way we can do it is at 


the selling end and through the direct contract plan! The job- 
ber can help us by absolutely insisting on the plan. Eliminate 


direct buying, put every retailer on an equal buying basis, and 
you will solve half the problem.” Mr. Diner’s eloquent plea 
was roundly applauded. 

MR. PLAUT REPLIES. 

Mr. Plaut, to whom Mr. Diner’s remarks were really ad- 
dressed, said he did not claim that the tripartite agreement was 
the equal of the D. C. S. N. plan. The former, he said, had 
undoubtedly done much good in the past, and tripartite goods 
should not be thrown out pending their being placed on a bet- 
ter plan, such as the D. C. 8. N. The jobbers, he said, would 
heartily support all efforts to bring such goods under the D. C. 
S. N. system. 

The next speaker was Mr. Holliday. He declared that the 
local jobbers’ association was formed solely for the purpose of 
maintaining proprietors’ contracts. He asserted that goods 
are now sold to the retail drug trade of the country on equal 
terms. Ninety per cent. of the jobbers of the Uniied States 
are ready to adopt the D. C. 8. N. plan on all goods that havea 
general sale; but the jobber has no voice in the making of the 
direct contracts; all pressure on the manufacturer must come 
from the retailer.” 

a’ BITTER ATTACK ON THE TRIPARTITE PLAN. 

Dr. Anderson, the next speaker, bitterly attacked the tri- 
partite plan. He was frequently interrupted by applause and 
by questions from Mr. Plaut. 

“Mr. Plaut has said more against the direct contract plan 
than for it,” he began. “The question to be settled here in 
New York is between these two plans. I fail to see the evidence 
of co-operation, which the jobbers speak of and which they 
ask,” 

“What do you want us to do that we are not now doing?” 
inquired Mr. Plaut. 

“Do with the D. C. S. N. plan what you did with the tri- 
partite plan when it was endorsed by the retailers. You tried 
to induce everybody to adopt it and the retailers stood back 
of you. The tripartite agreement has now been declared a 
failure, has it not?” 

“Only in certain sections,” replied Mr. Plaut, “it has been 
a success all over the West.” 

“Then why did retailers come from all over the West to 
3oston to demand the D. C. S. N. plan?’ Loud applause 
greeted this rejoinder by Dr. Anderson. “ Wherever it is a 
success,” he continued, “don’t interfere with it; but don’t 
bring it to New York to oppose the D. C. S. N. plan. The only 
way of attaining success is through a system of tracing and a 
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contract whereby a violator can be reached through the courts. 
Instead of putting the tripartite plan above the direct contract 
plan, let the wholesalers join the retailers absolutely in sup- 
porting the D. C. 8. N. plan, and success will soon be assured.” 
Dr. Anderson sat down amid tremendous applause. 
D. C. S. N. PLAN FAVORED BY JOBBERS. 

Mr. Plaut then said: “ Because we claim good for an old 
plan does not mean that we do not favor the new plan, which 
has proven itself better. We favor it as superseding the old 
plan; but don’t pour out dirty water before you have clean.” 

Mr. Holliday coincided with this view. Dr. Schieffelin re- 
marked that at a recent dinner of jobbers all of the seventeen 
present had indorsed the D. C. 8. N. plan. 

John C. Gallagher, of Jersey City, the last speaker, re- 
minded the druggists that they would never get contracts from 
proprietors until they refused to handle or to give window dis- 
plays to unprotected goods. ‘‘The only way the proprietors, 
jobbers and retailers can get along,” said he, “is by getting 
together just like this and having a ‘ show-down.’” 

DR. SCHIEFFELIN’S ANTI-NARCOTIC BILL. 

In the course of the meeting Dr. Schieffelin read the draft 
of a cocaine bill, which would soon be sent to the Legislature. 
The measure, he said, was a compromise between the views of 
the church and temperance people and the Board of Halth; 
it was to be introduced to anticipate legislation which might 
be much less reasonable. The sentiment of the meeting seemed 
to be rather against the bill. 

DRUG STORE TELEPHONES. 

The association unanimously adopted the following resolu- 
tion: 

WHEREAS, The New York and New Jersey Telephone Com- 
pany contemplates on or before July 1, 1906, making a flat rate 
in each borough of Greater New York of five cents for a single 
call in each of the said boroughs, and 

WHEREAS, Such rate has already been established in the 
Borough of the Bronx, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the New York and New Jersey Telephone 
Company be requested that before making such flat rate of 
five cents for a single call in each borough of Greater New 
York a slot machine be placed in each pharmacy of a mem- 
ber of the M. A. R. D., and be it further 

Resolved, That from all moneys taken in the said slot ma- 
chines, a deduction of 40 per cent. be allowed the pharmacy 
wherein such slot machines be located, and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to 
the New York and New Jersey Telephone Company and to the 
Telephone Committee of the National Association of Retail 
Druggists, calling upon the parties herein mentioned that such 
requests be granted and the efforts of the N. A. R. D. Tele- 
phone Committee be directed toward securing for the members 
of the M. A. R. D., such concessions. 

Secretary Swann was voted a salary on the basis of 50 cents 
a member. As there are more than 1,200 members, this means 
a salary at present of about $600 per year for his services as 
secretary to the M. A. R. D. 

MANAGER DE SHETLEY IS PLEASED. 

Mr. De Shetley, who was largely instrumental in bringing 
about the joint conference of jobbing and retail interests, ex- 
pressed himself as much pleased with what had been accom- 
plished, and said that he hoped to have one or two jobbers 
present at future meetings of the Metropolitan Association. 
The meeting adjourned about 1 A. M. 


Physicians, Pharmacists and Proprietors Discuss Proprie- 
tary Medicines. 

A special meeting of the New York County Medico-Pharma- 
ceutico League was held at the Hotel Astor on Tuesday night, 
January 30, to discuss the proprietary medicine question. 

The remarks made by Frederic S. Mason, B. F. Fairchild 
and P. J. Diner at the meeting appear on pages 66 and 67 of 
this issue. 

Dr. William J. Robinson, speaking for the physicians, stated 
his own views in the matter, which were set forth in a paper 
read before the American Medical Association at the New Or- 
leans meeting two years ago, which paper was, he thought, the 
beginning of the present campaign of that association, a cam- 
paign which had gone further in some directions that was de- 
sirable for the good of medicine. 
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SQUIBB’S NEW SELLING PLAN. 


No Direct Sales to Physicians—Jobbers Benefited by the Change— 
Detail Man Eliminated. 


EK. R. Squibb & Sons, the well-known manufacturing chem- 
ists of this city, recently completed arrangements for distribut- 
ing their products on a new basis. The new system, or plan, 
was adopted after a conference held here between the Pharma- 
ceutical Committee of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation and the firm of Squibb & Sons. By its terms the leading 
wholesale druggists of the country agree to keep regularly in 
stock a full line of the Squibb preparations and to supply same 
to the retail trade at the Squibb terms. The jobbers are to 
receive a suitable compensation. The Squibb company on its 
part agrees not to sell direct to physicians, but will supply only 
the trade, thus eliminating practically the detail man. Further- 
more, the company declares it will not establish branch houses 
throughout the country; the wholesaler will become the legiti- 
mate distributor to the retail trade of the company’s products, 
while retail druggists are assured that they will all stand on 
an equal footing before the jobber and that physicians can ob- 
tain their supplies on better terms from the retailers than 
from the jobber or manufacturer. The company has issued 
the following circular to the drug trade: 


To the Drug Trade: 

The prices of all our products are regularly published in Squibb’s 
Materia Medica. Our prices are uniform throughout the United States 
and are calculated as low as the quality furnished permits. The trade 
receives the following discounts : 

A trade discount of 10 per cent. on all orders of less than $25 net 
and 1 per cent, for cash within ten days. 

A trade discount of 10 per cent. and 5 per cent, on orders amount- 
ing to $5 net or over, but less than $50 net. 

A trade discount of 10 per cent. and 10 per cent. on orders amount- 
ing to $50 net or cver, but less than $100 net. 

A trade discount of 10 per cent. and 15 per cent. on orders amount- 
ing to $100 net or over. And on such lots a cash discount of 5 per 
cent. for Seertnanonn received within ten days from date of invoice will 
be granted. 

We pay freight on all shipments of net less than $25 net in value 
and aggregating at ieast 100 pounds in weight, but only one-half of 
express and postage charges. 

In order to place our products at the lowest possible cost within 
easy reach of every pharmacist we have arranged for a service through 
the wholesale trade which wil! insure throughout the country a most 
convenient, prompt and economical distribution. The wholesalers have 
agreed to supply all the Squibb products, everywhere in the United 
States, at our own terms as stated. They will endeavor to meet every 
demand as it comes to them and keep a complete assortment of our 
line, thereby saving the pharmacist trouble, expense and delay. 

The prices published in Squibb’s Materia Medica are net to physi- 
cians, and in order to protect the pharmacist in his dealings with 
physicians we shall not permit ourselves or the wholesale trade or 
physicians’ supply houses to sell to physicians at better prices than 
those published by us. 

The pharmacist is the natural purveyor to the physician and he 
should be enabled to furnish to the physician whatever supplies the 
latter may require, at the lowest possible cost. Our new plan and 
terms make this possible. 

We feel confident that our sincere desire to serve the best interests 
of the pharmaceutical and medica! professions will be appreciated and 
will still further extend the growing preference for the Squibb label. 

, E. R,. Squrps Sons. 

January 15, 1906. ’ 


MR. WEICKER SAYS THE PLAN MEETS WITH FAVOR. 

To a representative of the AMERICAN Druaaist Theodore 
Weicker, president of E. R. Squibb & Sons, said: 

“Our new plan seems to meet with general favor in the 
trade. The retailers, I think, will appreciate what we are 
trying to do for them. As for the jobber, he is the legitimate 
distributer and is entitled to fair compensation for his services 
as such. It is far better all around for the retailer to get his 
supplies from the natural and proper source—namely, the job- 
ber—and by eliminating the detail man, who heretofore has 
sought individual orders from physicians, we will be relieved 
of considerable expense and inconvenience. The new plan 
seems to be for the best interest of all concerned.” 

Under the plan both jobbers and physicians’ supply houses 
are restrained from selling at less than list price to physicians, 
though retailers are not so restrained. This discrimination 
will, it is hoped, have the effect of bringing the retailer into 
closer relation with physicians, even where physicians dispense 
their own medicines, 

At a recent meeting of the Metropolitan Drug Club (the 
new association of local jobbers) Mr. Weicker was the guest 
of honor. The new Squibb plan was discussed by the wholesal- 
ers and was favorably commented on. 
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RETAIL PHARMACIES UNDER A TRUST. 


President of the United Cigar Stores Company Starts a Chain of 
Pharmacies—Ominous Outlook for the Small Retailer. 


The incorporation in New Jersey, on January 24, of the 
United Chemists Company, with a capitalization of $10,000,000, 
for the establishment of a chain of retail pharmacies in the 
leading cities of the country, to be operated like the United 
Cigar Stores, has created a flurry of excitement in the trade. A 
reporter of the AMERICAN DrucGGIsT, who started out to in- 
vestigate the purposes of the company, ascertained that the 
four pharmacies in this city formerly owned by William Wil- 
son, had been acquired by the new corporation. This was ad- 
mitted by Robert H. Sherlock, personal counsel for President 
George H. Whelan, of the United Cigar Stores Company, who 
is president of the United Chemists Company. Mr. Sherlock 
did not wish the reporter to leave with the impression that 
Mr. Whelan was to retain his connection with the United 
Cigar Stores Company, or to operate the two in common. He 
said that Mr. Whelan had indicated to him his intention of 
resigning from the presidency of the cigar combine. 

Mr. Sherlock is full of the possibilities of the new company, 
which he believes will revolutionize retail pharmacy in the 
Same way as the cigar stores company has revolutionized the 
cigar business. He referred to the improved morale, the les- 
sened hours of work, better salaries, and the interest in the 
business which the cigar store clerks are favored with since 
the operation of the trust stores, and said that similar condi- 
tions would result from the drug combine. 

When seen again shortly before the AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
was put to press, Mr. Sherlock referred our representative 
to Michae) Whelan, a brother of the cigar stores presi- 
dent, who is also interested in the drug corporation, but is al- 
most equally reticent in giving any details about the proposed 
operation of the drug stores already purchased and about to 
be acquired. 

“TI am inclined to believe that the United Chemists Com- 
pany has already disclosed too much about its plans,” said 
Michael Whelan when seen in his offices at 111 Broadway. 
“The fact that the new corporation intends to establish several 
stores in all of the leading cities in the East has been officially 
announced, and this should be enough information to make 
public at the present time. I cannot state positively, even if 
I desired to do so, whether it is the company’s intention to 
buy or control stores in Washington, D. C., or Boston or New- 
ark, for its plans do not yet include the establishment of stores 
in any other cities besides New York, Philadelphia and Chicago. 
Great progress has already been made. The company will be 
conducted in accordance with the general principles of the 
United Cigar Stores Company, but I cannot tell just what these 
principles are in detail. As soon as the corporation is prepared 
to give out a statement on these points all its plans will be 
made public. I cannot even tell when my brother expects to 
resign as president of the United Cigar Stores Company, and I 
refuse to say anything more at present.” 

When asked if the corporation proposed to inaugurate a 
system of cut rates on proprietary remedies and drugs Mr. 
Whelan refused to make any definite reply, but asserted that 
this subject as well as all others would be considered and com- 
mented upon in the public statement which the company will 
issue later. 

The fact that Mr. Sherlock has become suddenly silent in 
regard to the United Chemists Company’s plans makes his 
former remarks of even greater interest to the drug trade. As 
mentioned above, Mr. Sherlock, after telling of George J. 
Whelan’s intention to resign from the presidency of the Cigar 
Stores Company within the near future to assume his new 
duties as head of the drug combine, denied the report that the 
drug and cigar stores of both companies would be run in con- 
nection with each other like a combination of interests actually 
owned and operated by the Cigar Stores Company or its parent 
organization, the American Tobacco Company. At the same 
time Mr. Sherlock announced the purchase of the Wilson drug 
stores and added that options had been secured on several other 
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retail drug stores in this city, saying that it was the intention 
of the United Chemists Company to improve the condition of 
the drug stores by adopting methods similar to those of the 
cigar company. These methods of improving the condition of 
the cigar stores, he explained, had included the employment 
of a more experienced and skillful class of clerks and sales- 
men at considerably higher salaries than those now prevailing 
in most city stores, the giving of an interest in the business to 
the most competent salesmen by means of stock transfers or 
purchases on the installment plan, and a provision for the 
care and treatment of employees who might be ill at any time 
while in the employ of the company. 

If, as is generally believed in local drug circles, the United 
Chemists Company is planning to adopt a general scheme of 
price cutting, which is also included in the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the United Cigar Stores Company, the new corpora- 
tion is likely to experience some trouble in obtaining its sup- 
plies because of the existence of the tripartite selling and price 
maintaining agreement between the National Association of 
Retail Druggists, the National Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion and the Proprietary Association of America, which is now 
being strengthened and enlarged in such a manner that the 
purchase of goods by price cutting retailers will soon become 
even more difficult. 

No information in relation to the plans of the United Chem- 
ists Company for evading this difficulty is obtainable from 
George J. Whelan, his brother, Michael, or Mr. Sherlock. At 
the main offices of the United Cigar Stores Company, at 141 
West Seventeenth street, the president of that corporation re- 
fuses to be interviewed on this matter, referring everything to 
Michael Whelan, who, with Mr. Sherlock, also refuses to dis- 
cuss this point. 

It is suggested in some quarters that the new corporation 
might avoid trouble by manufacturing a large proportion of 
the goods which it proposes to sell, but if the company wishes 
to compete with other stores in the sale of proprietary remedies 
it is difficult to understand how it will surmount this barrier. 

The manager of William Wilson’s pharmacy on Liberty 
street declined to give any information regarding the reported 
transfer of the Wilson pharmacies to the United Chemists 
Company, and he appeared to be chagrined over the fact that 
the news of the transfer had leaked out, though Mr. Sherlock 
was quite ready to make the announcement to the press. 

It is believed that the leading men in the tobacco trust, 
who have made such a success of the United Cigar Stores Com- 
pany, are anxious to repeat their experiment in the drug busi- 
ness, and that the bulk of the necessary capital will come from 
this quarter. The names given in the incorporation papers are 
Jacob Fischel, 765 Broad street, Newark; Morris Klein, 135 
East 115th street, and J. Wesel Parker, 286 West 146th street, 
New York.’ The company’s charter permits it to operate only 
in cities of 1,000,000 or more population, which restricts its 
territory to New York, Chicago and Philadelphia. Mr. Sherlock 
denied that there were any business arrangements with the 
new company and the United Cigar Stores Company. 


The Ichthyol Trademark. 

The Federal Tribunal of Lausanne, Switzerland, recently 
gave its decision in an appeal against the decision of the Court 
of Appeal of Berne in the action brought by the Ichthyol Com- 
pany, Hamburg, proprietor of the trademark “Ichthyol,” to 
prohibit Luedy & Co., Burgdorf, from infringing the trade- 
mark, and particulars are given in The Chemist and Druggist 
for January 13. The Lausanne Court rejected the defendants’ 
appeal and confirmed the former judgment, which ordered that 
the defendant firm should no longer use for its products 
names containing in any way the characteristic word “ Ich- 
thyol.” It was proved that the trademark “Ichthyol” is the 
legitimate property of the Ichthyol Company and that only 
this company is able to supply the sulphur preparation known 
under the name “Ichthyol.” The defendants had pretended 
to supply the same preparation as supplied by the Ichthyol 
Company, but the court stated that their product differed essen- 
tially in composition from the genuine article. 











PARIS-MEDICINE COMPANY SUES BALTIMORE CUTTERS. 





Retailers Abandon the Task of Price Regulation and Proprietors 
Take It Up—First Step Taken by Laxative Bromo Quinine 
Makers. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Baltimore, February 8.—As a result of the price demorali- 
zation which followed the action of the Baltimore Retail Drug- 
gists’ Association in withdrawing the established minimum 
price list on proprietaries and patent medicines and throwing 
the town wide open, and the consequent cutting of prices on 
goods included in the Direct Contract and Serial Numbering 
Plan, suits were docketed last Tuesday by the Paris Medicine 
Company, of St. Louis and London, against the Read Drug and 
Chemical Company, Lexington and Howard streets; Klingel’s 
Pharmacy on West Lexington street, near Liberty; L. H. 
Sprague, Liberty and Fayette streets; John K. Wiley, 450 South 
Broadway, and August Kach, 1470 William street, and Judge 
Wickes, in the Circuit Court, issued an order requiring them to 
show cause in five days why they should not be restrained from 
obtaining the preparation from wholesale druggists and retail 
druggists who have entered into contracts with the Paris Medi- 
cine Company, in violation of these contracts, and from adver- 
tising and selling the medicine when obtained in this manner. 

This move is the outcome of the efforts made in the past 
by the Retail Druggists’ Association to stop price cutting 
on the part of a limited number of pharmacists who persist in 
violating schedules and agreements. When the association 
found that it was not making any headway in its campaign 
against demoralization it served notice on the manufacturers 
that they would have to take matters into their own hands. 
The proprietors of various preparations subsequently sent 
agents here to gather evidence, and the suits followed. 

The bill of complaint alleges that because of the great de- 
mand for the goods of the complainant in pharmacies, some 
stores, in order to attract customers through their advertise- 
ments, cut the price of the preparation, and in this way procure 
the trade of persons thus attracted for other articles, thereby 
cheapening and injuring the reputation of the medicine. The 
bill then alleges that, in order to secure a uniform price, the 
Paris Medicine Company entered into contracts with the jobbers 
whereby the latter were not to sell the goods except to such 
retailers as would in turn execute a written contract directly 
with the Paris Medicine Company under which they agreed not 
to sell the medicine for less than 25 cents. The bill further 
alleges that the defendants “ collusively and fraudulently ” pro- 
cured various retail druggists and dealers to enter into these 
retail agency contracts for the purpose of obtaining the prep- 
aration, which was then turned over to the druggists Sued in 
violation of the contract. An injunction is asked to restrain 
these druggists from obtaining the preparation by inducing 
wholesalers or retailers to violate their contracts with the 
owners of the formula. 


Syracuse Druggists Have a Country Supper. 

The Syracuse Druggists’ Association gave an “ old fashioned 
country supper” at Long Branch, near Syracuse, on January 
25, which was a pronounced success, being attended by upwards 
of 130 ladies and gentlemen. President W. B. Bissell occupied 
the seat at the head of the table and introduced the speakers, 
among whom were President J. A. Lockie, of the State Pharma- 
ceutical Association, Buffalo; A. J. Horlick, of Horlick’s Food 
Company, Racine, Wis., and Frank S. Gardner, of Baldwins- 
ville. Mr. Lockie made one of his characteristic speeches and 
referred among other things to the progress of the N. a. R. D. 
work. He interlarded the serious portion of his speech with 
numerous funny stories which created considerable mirth. 
Frank S. Gardner, chairman, and the rest of the committee hav- 
ing charge of the arrangements for the dinner and entertain- 
ment are deserving of much credit for the successful outcome 
of the affair. Among the traveling men who contributed to the 
evening’s entertainment were Charles L. Pettis, of Solon Palm- 
er, and Bob. Service, of Lazelle, Dalley & Co. 
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ALUMNI BALL A GREAT SUCCESS. 





Unprecedented Attendance and Gayest of Events. 


The Alumni Association of the College of Pharmacy of the 
City of New York conducted a most successful concert and ball 
in the Grand Central Palace, Lexington avenue, on Wednesday 
evening, February 7. This was the eleventh annual ball, and 
both by attendance and general success it eclipsed any previous 
event. The two college societies, or Greek letter fraternities, 
the Phi Chi and Kappa Psi, respectively, were more in evidence 
than ever before and contributed greatly to the evening’s enter- 
tainment. The Phi Chi’s occupied a box which was gaily 
decorated with the pennants of the society and the society’s 
insignia was picked out in electric lights in front of the box. 
Among the members who occupied the box were W. J. Sabine, 
W. J. Hall, C. W. Holzhauer, C. K. Brown, W. P. Maher, F. L. 
Everson, W. J. Becker, of Amsterdam; Dr. F. A. Leslie, H. 
Dingler, Lloyd Record, Sayville; A. J. Bauer, F. N. Pond, Nelson 
8. Kirk, H. A. Herold and John Sullivan, of Utica; H. Crowe, of 
Englewood, N. J. The ladies in the box were S. Strauss, A. E. 
Kerber, K. C. Reckelman, C. A. Brown, S. Eller, B. Thode, L. 
Donihee, E. Bonn, F. Kiernan, Rae Safier, M. M. Kenna, R. L. 
Frisbie, Theresa Driscoll, Irene Dainhee, Rose M. Strauss, Anna 
E. Driscoll, Bessie Brown, Margaret Coleman, L. L. Beach, 
Eugenie Doyle, Agnes Doyle and Henrietta Hyer. 

The programme, which was arranged by President Fred 
Borggreve and Henry J. Binder, Jr., chairman of the Executive 
Committee, included a preliminary concert consisting of five 
numbers. Crowley’s Eighth Regiment Band furnished the musie 
and Miss Madeline Bourdette sang and responded to an encore. 
The dance programme was lengthy, including some twenty-four 
waltzes, two-steps and lanciers, but it was all thoroughly en- 
joyed, the pleasure of the evening being heightened by the serv- 
ices of the band, which was heard between the dances in 
promenade music. The attendance numbered about 1,200 and 
the dancing continued until half past three o’clock next morn- 
ing. 

The success of the ball crowns a very successful administra- 
tion of alumni affairs under the presidency of Mr. Borggreve, 
whose popularity was attested by the presence of a large num- 
ber of representative pharmacists, nearly all of the local so- 
cieties and colleges allied to pharmacy having one or more 
members on the floor or in the boxes. The opportunity thus 
afforded for the members of different societies to meet and ex- 
change ideas was improved to the utmost and many a pleasant 
reunion took place. The college is evidently greatly advantaged 
by the work of the Greek letter societies, whose members were 
conspicuous on the dance floor by their distinctive silken sashes 
and the badges of their fraternity displayed on the coat lapel. 
The Phi Chi society held an election of officers last week, when 
the following were chosen: E. E. Driscoll, W. C. C.; E. U. Bock, 
Vv. C.C.; W. G. Sabine, W. K. of R. S.; W. P. Maher, W. K. F.; 
V. L. Peirce, W. P.; E. A. Grogan, M. A.; C. T. Maloney, His- 
torian. 

New Committee Appointments of the N. W. D. A. 

President Lucian B. Hall has named the following chairmen 
of committees for the ensuing year: Adulterations, W. B. Robe- 
son; arrangements and entertainments, Edgar D. Taylor; com- 
mercial travelers, A. B. Stewart; credits and collections, 
Charles F. Cutler; drug market, I. Frank Stone; fire insurance, 
George W. Lattimer; fraternal relations, John A. Burgess; 
legislation, M. N. Kline; membership, A. J. More; memorials 
of deceased members, Charles W. Whittlesey; paints, oils and 
glass, Henry W. Evans; passenger rates and routes, Romaine 
Pierson; proprietary goods, John N. Carey; relations with 
local associations, city and interstate, Charles S. Martin; trade 
marks, A. J. Horlick ; transportation, Courtney H. West, special 
committee on census of 1910, Albert Plaut; special committee 
on box and cartage, J. C. Eliel; special committee of com- 
mercial travelers, W. A. Conner; special committee on paris 
green, H. B. Fairchild; special committee on pharmaceuticals 
and plasters, William J. Walding; special committee on suits 
against members, M. N. Kline; sub-committee on legislation to 
confer with other associations, M. N. Kline. 
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OPPOSE THE AMERICAN DRUGGISTS’ SYNDICATE. 


Metropolitan Association of Retail Druggists Issues a Card Ad- 
vising Members to Have Nothing to Do with the Syndicate 
—Mr. Goddard’s Comment. 


Members of the Metropolitan Association of Retail Drug- 
gists received a postal card in their mail last week reading as 
follows: 

M. A. R. D. 

Firmly believing in the “ Square Deal” and “ equal oppor- 
tunities for all,” we suggest that members of the M. A. R. D. 
have nothing whatever to do with the American Druggists’ Syn- 
dicate and its contracts until such time as further information 
is obtainable. Fraternally yours, 

S. V. B. Swann, Secretary. 

R. R. Smiru, President. 


MR. GODDARD DISCUSSES MOTIVES. 


C. H. Goddard, the secretary of the American Druggists’ 
Syndicate, was seen by a representative of the AMERICAN Druc- 
GIsT and expressed the opinion that the card was the work of 
some individual or individuals who did not have the true inter- 
ests of retail druggists at heart. He said that of the 1,200 retail 
druggists who are members of the American Druggists’ Syndi- 
cate, at least 1,000 of them are stanch supporters of the N. A. 
R. D. and its principles. Continuing, he said: 

“The motive prompting those responsible for the postal card 
is a mystery which may perhaps be explained by competitive 
manufacturers. The American Druggists’ Syndicate since its 
inception has endeavored to comply fully with both the letter 
and spirit of the N. A. R. D., fully approving the legitimate 
efforts of the association in the interests of the retail druggists. 

“ We expect attacks to be inspired by jealous manufacturers, 
and perhaps some wholesale houses who fear legitimate com- 
petition, but we hardly expected it from an organization to 
which over 90 per cent. of our members belong, and the purposes 
of which are in a measure identical with ours, and I personally 
cannot help but feel that at the next meeting of the N. A. R. D. 
official action will be taken and a rebuke offered for that which, 
I am informed, is the unauthorized action of the officers.” 

When asked if he had anything to add to the statement made 
in the postal card Secretary Swann replied in the negative, 
except to say that the matter had been fully discussed by the 
officers at a special meeting and that the text of the card had 
been approved by the association’s counsel. 


Aduliterated Drugs from New York Wholesalers. 

At a recent meeting of the New York Academy of Medicine 
Dr. Herman M. Biggs, of the Health Department, charged the 
wholesale druggists of New York City with general and gross 
adulterations. Out of thirty-five different drugs examined 
eight samples of each drug are being obtained from the largest 
New York drug houses. According to the chemist of the Health 
Department the following were some of the faults found: 

Of ground aconite root, which is supposed to be 60-mesh 
fine, a large amount was retained in a 20-mesh sieve. Color 
ranged from dark yellow to brown. Some of the samples had 
no odor of aconite. The extracts made from the samples varied 
from 34% per cent., which is about standard, down to 28 per 
cent. 

Of powdered belladonna leaf only 60 per cent. met the sieve 
test, some being retained in a 20-mesh sieve, some at 60-mesh 
and some at 80-mesh, 100-mesh being standard. Color and 
odor were uniform. Alkaloidal strength varied, one sample 
showing 0.35, one 0.212, another 0.14 and another 0.069. Pow- 
dered and ground belladonna root samples showed great vari- 
ability in size of granules, color varying from brownish white 
to dark gray, the belladonna odor being very slight in some, 
others having a woody odor. The total alkaloidal strengths 
shown in four samples of the ground were 0.39, 0.407, 0.263, 
and 0.356, and in the powdered, 0.41, 0.358, 0.325 and 0.429. 

Ground and powdered digitalis leaves were found to be 
much too coarse as a rule, color varying from light olive green 
(perfect) to greenish drab. Only two of the eight samples 
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had a pronounced digitalis odor, the rest having only slight 
and musty odors. 

Only two samples of saffron were purchased, from two 
different houses; one sample was very fine. The other sample 
had only 23 per cent. of saffron petals, the rest being aniline- 
dyed petals of magnolia and uncolored foreign material. 

Powdered rhubarb was found to be very much adulterated 
in most of tne samples. According to the chemist of the board 
the above results were characteristic of the results of the 
examinations of lobelia, strophanthus, senna, cinchona, licorice, 
larkspur and the other drugs examined. In no instance was 
it found that the various samples gathered from any one 
house were uniformly bad, both good and bad samples being 
found in each house purchased from. 


An Emphatic Denial. 

The most explicit denial was made by L. K. Liggett, presi- 
dent of the United Drug Company, when he was asked as to the 
truth of a report that the National Cigar Stands Company, an 
associated concern of the United Drug Company, was connected 
in some way with the American Tobacco Company. The rumor 
received circulation in a contemporary periodical through the 
publication of an anonymous letter, which purported to come 
from a shareholder in the United Drug Company. When seen 
by a representative of the AMERICAN DruGaist Mr. Liggett at 
first declined to discuss the subject, saying that as the communi- 
cation was an anonymous one it would not be proper for him to 
dignify it with any attention. He stopped long enough, how- 
ever, to deny in the most emphatic way that the United Drug 
Company or the National Cigar Stands Company had any con- 
nection. near or remote, directly or indirectly, with the Ameri- 
can Tobacco Company. George C. Lyon, of the well known 
retail firm of Hall & Lyon, Providence, and of the Cahoon-Lyon 
Drug Company, Buffalo, and who is a director in the United 
Drug Company, was present while Mr. Liggett was being inter- 
viewed and signified his willingness to be quoted. He stigma- 
tized the story connecting the National Cigar Stands Company 
and Mr. Liggett with the American Tobacco Company as a 
pure fabrication; in his own words, “a damned lie.” 


DIED. 

BoorH.—In Rochester, N. Y., on Monday, 
Charles M. Booth, aged seventy-five years. 

Dow.LInc.—In Meridian, Miss., on Thursday, January 18, 
W. A. Dowling, aged twenty-four years. 

Guiass.—In Atlanta, Ga., on Saturday, January 20, C. B. 
Glass, aged nineteen years. 

HaLuipay.—In Essex, Conn., on Sunday, January 21, Wil- 
liam Halliday, aged fifty-eight years. 

Hiscox.—In Patchogue, L. I., on Thursday, January 26, 
David Hiscox, aged sixty-seven years. 

Hopcrs.—In Ellicott City, Md., on Wednesday, January 17, 
Dr. William E. Hodges, aged seventy-six years. 

Ho.LierBAcH.—In New Orleans, La., on Thursday, January 
18, J. F. Hollerbach, aged fifty-nine years. 

Hooxer.—In Longmeadow, Springfield, Mass., on Friday, 
January 19, John Hooxer, aged seventy-nine years. 

MUNTSMAN.—In Langhorne, Bucks County, Pa., on Satur- 
day, January 27, Howard D. Huntsman, aged forty-five years. 

Loomis.—In Cincinnati, Ohio, on Friday, February 2, E. E. 


February 8, 


Loomis. 

Lyon.—In Chicago, Ill., on Tuesday, January 16, Dr. George 
G. Lyon, aged forty-five years. 

McPuHeErson.—In New York, on Friday, January 26, William 
F. McPherson, aged sixty-six years. 

OveRHOLT.—In Baltimore, Md., on Wednesday, January 25, 
William T. Overholt, aged sixty years. 

RAMLER.—In Richmond, Ind., on Sunday, January 21, Jo- 
seph H. Ramler, aged seventy-five years. 

Rretz.—In Duluth, Minn., on Monday, January 15, Rev. 
Louis Rietz, aged fifty-seven years. 
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‘Greater New York News. 


C. E. Spurge, chemist of the Ozone-Vanillin Company, Ni- 
agara Falls, came here a few days ago on a short business trip. 

W. P. Ungerer, of this city, and wife have gone to Summer- 
ville, N. C., for the balance of the winter. 

Frederick Dowsey, of Washington, D. C., has purchased 
the S. S. Hayden Pharmacy, at Great Neck, L. I. 

The Heffley Drug Company, of Babylon, L. I., has opened 
a pharmacy at Hicksville and put W. C. Bradley in charge as 
manager. 

Louis C. Dickert, formerly proprietor. of the pharmacy at 
Greene and Stuyvesant avenues, Brooklyn, has given up his 
store there and moved to Lynbrook, L. I. 

Martin Arneman, N. Y. ©. P. ’88, formerly in business at 
Righth avenue and Thirty-eighth street, Manhattan, is now 
conducting a prospering pharmacy at College Point, L. I. 

Dr. E. M. Houghton, bacteriologist of Parke, Davis & Co., 
Detroit, was in town recently and visited the company’s local 
branch. 

Lester H. Carragan, of the traveling staff of Parke, Davis 
& Co., left for Havana on January 19 to reassume his duties 
in the Havana office of the company. 

The New York office of the Powers-Weightman-Rosengarten 
Company was favored recently with a visit from A. G. Rosen- 
garten, treasurer of the company. 

The Roessler & Hasslacher Chemical Company has been 
appointed agent for the sale of Dr. Schaeffer’s saccharine, man- 
ufactured at Maywood, N. J. 

The next examination by the Eastern Branch of the New 
York State Board of Pharmacy will be held at the Brooklyn 
College of Pharmacy on Wednesday, February 21. 

The fifth regular meeting of the New York Section of the 
American Chemical Society was held on Friday, February 9, 
at 8.15 p. M., in the Assembly Hall of the Chemists’ Club, 108 
West Fifty-fifth street. 

G. C. Eliel, of the Lyman-Eliel Drug Company, Minneapolis, 
made a brief visit here accompanied by Mrs. Eliel. They sailed 
on the steamship Princess Irene for a tour of the Mediter- 
ranean. 

The new addition to the Woodbridge Building, 100 William 
street, is rapidly nearing completion. The Roessler & Hass- 
lacher Chemical Company expects to move into its new quarters 
in the annex in a few days. 

J. A. Leverty, of Bridgeport, Conn., was elected treasurer 
of the Connecticut Pharmacy Commission on January 16. The 
next meeting of the board for the examination of candidates for 
licenses will take place in Hartford March 6. , 

At a meeting of the Riker’s Drug Stores Company held at 
456 Fulton street, Brooklyn, on January 28, the following of- 
ficers were elected: President, W. C. Bolton; vice-president, J. 
H. Marshall; treasurer, E. D. Cahoon; assistant treasurer and 
general manager, A. H. Cosden; secretary, John J. Haigney. 

Colonel E. W. Fitch is anything but superstitious. He en- 
tertained a party of thirteen at dinner in the Café Martin on 
January 13, the guests being Harry B. Mason, P. E. Hall, Dr. 
J. Takamine, C. N. Brunn, H. R. Saunders, W. McKay, D. A. 
Lyle, G. R. Tompkins, H. Turrell, W. J. Carr, J. Burnside, E. 
Plummer and 8. H. Carragan. ; 

C. C. and Marion Speiden have become associated with 
the firm of Innis & Co., and a new firm is to be incorporated 
as Innis, Speiden & Co., to deal in chemicals, dyestuffs, etc., at 
181 Front street. The directors of the new company will be 
the Messrs. Speiden and Geo. V. Sheffield, who for some years 
has been connected with Innis & Co. 

The firm of BE. J. Bush & Co., essential oil distillers, with 
offices in New York, has made some notable additions to its 
staff of representatives, Thomas Wynn, formerly with A. Klip- 
stein & Co., and J. W. McKnight, formerly with Proctor & 
Gamble, having been added to the force of traveling repre- 
sentatives in the West. Edward Long, sales manager of the 
New York office, attended to the arrangements while in Chicago 
ar. St. Louis last month. 
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M. J. Breitenbach and Martin H. Smith, the first named of 
Pepto-Mangan fame and the second of Glyco-Heroin, spent a 
short time recently at Hillsmere on the Chesapeake Bay, with 
the Shooters’ Shoot Club, an organization of New Yorkers who 
go in for duck shooting. Mr. Breitenbach and Mr. Smith are 
kind to their friends, and more than one brace of ducks have 
reached New York since the shooting .hegan. 

The programme for the evening included:the presentation of 
the Nichols Medal to Marston Taylor ;Bogert by the president 
of the American Chemical Society;.W,;, F. Hillebrand, and the 
presentation of papers by H. W.)Wiley;on The Stimulus of 
Research; by H. C. Sherman and: Rud, Williams on The Osa- 
zone Test for Glucose and Fructosé,.ds' Influenced by Dilution 
and by the Presence of Other Sugaks;-and by F. D. Dodge on 
Some Derivatives of Citronellal. 3 

Floyd Holiday, until lately empléyed as prescription clerk 
in the pharmacy of the H. Cassebee¥ Prag Company, Columbus 
avenue and Seventy-second street, is missing and friends and 
police of the city are trying to ascertain his whereabouts. Mr. 
Holiday left the store on Monday, January 22, for the purpose 
of filling a small bill of sale for his employer, but he never 
arrived at his destination, and it is feared that he may have met 
with foul play. Mr. Holiday is 50 years old. 

Lowe Brothers, proprietors of the pharmacy at Central 
avenue, Far Rockaway, have purchased the old established 
business of George L. Peck, on Fulton street, Jamaica, L. 1. 
Peck’s “ Hall of Pharmacy,” as it was styled, was for many 
years one of the landmarks of Jamaica. After 50 years of 
active business life Mr. Peck disposed of his pharmacy to David 
L. Van Nostrand and Charles E. Twombly, who in turn sold 
out to Lowe Brothers, as stated. 

The Bronx Pharmaceutical Association will hold its annual 
ball on February 22. An interesting feature of the event will 
be a journal of some 60 odd pages issued by the association. 
The affair will take place in Morrisania Hall, 170th street and 
Third avenne. Keating’s band has been engaged to furnish 
the music. The Entertainment Committee, which consists of 
A. Allison, chairman; Albert Bischoff and Louis Weiner, is 
sparing no effort to make the association’s first ball a decided 
success. 

At the recent annual meeting of the New York Consolidated 
Drug Company the following officers were elected: President, 
R. C. Werner, Brooklyn; vice-president, George Leinecker, New 
York; secretary, George Kleinan, New York; treasurer and 
manager, Felix Hirseman, New York; directors, W. C. Alpers, 
S. V. B. Swann, George Leinecker, Felix Hirseman and George 
Kleinan, New York; R. C. Werner and August Diehl, Brooklyn. 
Mr. Hirseman’s salary as mangger was increased from $2,000 
to $2,500 a year. 

The State Board of Pharmacy are hot on the trail of man- 
ufacturers who, it is claimed, are violating the New York State 
Pharmacy law in regard to the labeling of poisons. Sales have 
been discovered of 14-grain morphine tablets bearing no poison 
label, and other cases just as serious have been found. The 
board is about to investigate several tablets, as well as some of 
the preparations now on the market, which should be up to 
the U. S. P. standard, but which, it has been discovered, are 
below that standard. Some of these have already been anal- 
yzed and have been found to be below the required strength. 

Among the out of town visitors to the local drug trade 
recently, many of whom registered at the Drug and Chemical 
Club, were: G. P. Finnigan, Geneva, N. Y.; Warren L. Bradt, 
secretary of the New York State Board of Pharmacy, Albany ; 
J. L. Lemberger, president of the American Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation, Lebanon, Pa.; R. E. Burdick, Cleveland; F. C. Schap- 
per, Chicago; E. C. and J. R. True, Atburn, Maine; A. C. 
Sturtevant, Boston; D. E. and F. M. Breinig; New Milford, 
Conn.; A. W. Clarke, Utica, N. Y.; G. W. Lukens, Philadelphia ; 
J. T. Monfort, Cincinnati; J. Farnell, Glasgow, Scotland ;. H. 
G. Thresher and W. A, Copeland, Providence, R. I.; G. K. Web- 
ster, North Attleboro, Mass.; H. C. Smith, Buffalo; H. D. Mar- 
tin, St. Louis; C. J. Robb, Toledo, Ohio; R. A. Parke, Cleve- 
land; D. L. Ross, Chicago; J. H. McGuinness, Waterbury, Conn., 
and William Beal, Wilmington, Del. 
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Hundredth Anniversary of Colgate & Co. 
._ The firm of Colgate & Co. celebrated the hundredth an- 
niversary of the founding of the concern on January 20 by a 
banquet and entertainment in the Grand Central Palace, which 
was attended by upward of 1,000 members of the factory and 
office staff. Austin Colgate presided, and the seat of honor was 
occupied by Richard M. Colgate, senior member of the firm. 
Other members of the firm present were Gilbert Colgate, Sid- 
ney M. Colgate and Russell Colgate. Several foreign repre- 
sentatives attended, G. H. Weyand being there from the Argen- 
tine Republic, W. A. Chipman, from Australia; W. G. M. Shep- 
pard, from Canada, and E. Bourdois, from France. The remin- 
iscences of some of the older employees, represented respec- 
tively by Ira T. Fortmeyer and Patrick Madden, who have been 
with the concern fifty years, were most interesting. Some in- 
teresting souvenirs of the firm were exhibited, included among 
them being the mortar in which was mixed the first cake of 
modern toilet soap. Messrs. Fortmeyer and Madden were pre- 
sented with gifts of $250 each, being $5 for each year of service, 
and a pro-rata amount was distributed among the other em- 
ployees. The foundation of the firm of Colgate & Co. 
dates from 1806, when the office and residence of William Col- 
gate were at 6 Dutch street. 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 


Drugs Pretty Active—Price Schedule Maintained—Physicians to 
Manufacture Pharmaceuticals—The Prerequisite. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Buffalo, February 7.—Most of the Buffalo retailers agree 
that business in the city drug stores has not gone to pieces in 
the way it has in the dry goods and clothing establishments. 
Soda water has never sold so well in winter before, for Janu- 
ary was several degrees warmer on the average than it has been 
before in the history of the weather bureau. There has been 
no particular ailment to send people after drugs, but there is 
money to spend, and the idea that much that is sold by a 
druggist is in the nature of a luxury, is gaining ground. It 
would go much further if city druggists would only copy the 
theater people and put their windows full of the display part of 
their goods. Buffalo is not enterprising in that respect, espe- 
cially in the drug trade. 


ADVERTISING SCHEDULE PRICES. 


There is no complaint of price cutting. There is evidence of 
some activity in the advertising of specialties by certain down- 
town stores, always at very low prices, but it is found that 
the prices named are always schedule and nothing else. It 
seems to have been found that there is no need of cutting the 
price, just to set off an advertisement. The display can be 
made just as well without. 

DOCTORS FORM CO-OPERATIVE COMPANY. 

An evidence of the tendency of things pharmaceutical is 
noted in the report that F. W. Beck, for 16 years with Stoddart 
Brothers, and a licensed pharmacist, of course, has taken a 
position with the new Alpha Chemical Company, of Buffalo. 
This is said to be a combination of doctors, or their representa- 
tives, for the manufacture of specialties needed in their prac- 
tice, being merely another step in the general move to hang up 
the patent medicine man. The city is full of such companies, 
from the Empire State Drug Company aown, all manufactur- 
ing goods, not to throw on the open market so much as to 
supply a certain trade that the company can control, in which 
case the business done can be reckoned up almost exactly be- 
fore starting in. 

SUICIDES USE CARBOLIC ACID. 


There is a growing uneasiness on the part of Buffalo drug- 
gists—which appears to be shared elsewhere—-over the many 
suicides by means of carbolic acid. Buffalo 1as had over a 
dozen such cases in a month, and steps are to te taken at 
once to see what can be done about it. There is no city ordi- 
nance on the subject, but some other cities Lh /e them, and an 
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effort will be made, probably through the retail association, 
to correct the evil. 


THE ADULTERATED FOODS. 

Dr. Herbert M. Hill, city chemist of Buffalo, who is also at 
the head of the chemistry departments of the colleges of Phar- 
macy and Medicine of the University of Buffalo, is at work on 
adulterated foods. He has already brought out a test for for- 
eign sweets in maple sugar, which seems to be all that is de- 
sired. He works on the principle that the difference between 
maple, cane and beet sugar lies all in the different min- 
eral constituents, which the maple tree, the sugar cane and the 
sugar beet take up from the soil in their sap. It is noted that 
the authorities are now on the right road in the pure food 
movement. They do not say what an article shall contain, but 
that the label shall tell the truth as to what it does contain. 
Then let people eat glucose for sugar and cotton seed oil for 
lard, and oleomargarine for butter if they want to. 


THE WORKING OF THE PREREQUISITE LAW. 
Secretary Reimann, of the western branch of the State 
Board of Pharmacy, has been asked, oddly enough, very often 
lately what he thinks of the Prerequisite Pharmacy law. As 
he is the father of the law it is hardly to be expected that he 
will condemn it, but it may be that he is expected to be ac- 
quainted with the working of the law for a year, so that he can 
give additional reasons for supporting it. He declares that it 
has been quite as successful as he expected. The opposition 
to it has apparently disappeared, for all possible chance was 
given to those who might wish to come in under the old law, 
by extra examinations and second examinations when the first 
was not successful. There will be plenty of young men willing 
to go through a pharmacy college for their licenses to fill all the 
vacant places in the drug stores, which will very materially 
raise the standard of excellence. 
THE BUFFALO DRUG MERCHANTS’ EXCHANGE 
has been incorporated under the same name, with $30,000 capi- 
tal stock. The move has been made on account of the increase 
of business, and the demand for a larger membership. There 
are 100 members now, nearly all Buffalo druggists, and no 
sales are made to non-members. Dr. W. G. Gregory has been 
the president for several years. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


Officers for the B. A. R. D.—The Mayor Dines with the Drug- 
gists—Action on Patent Medicines to Be Delayed—A Hearing 
on February 27—Charges Against Metcalf & Co.—A Human 
Bar. , 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, February 7.—The annual meeting of the Boston 
Druggists’ Association was held at Young’s Hotel on the even- 
ing of January 23. Reports were made by the secretary and 
treasurer; that of the latter showing a balance on hand of 
over $3,300. Harry C. Wiggins, of the Eastern Drug Company, 
was elected to membership. The election of officers resulted as 
follows: President, William W. Bartlet; treasurer, Geo. H. In- 
graham; secretary, James O. Jordan. Executive Committee, 
Cornelius P. Flynn, chairman; Fred A. Hubbard, Joel S. Orne, 
Geo. L. Roskell, William D. Wheeler, Geo. W. Cobb, and James 
F. Finneran. Membership Committee, Amos K. Tilden, chair- 
man; Henry Canning, John G. Godding, Frank A. Davidson, 
and William F. Sawyer. 

THE ANNUAL DINNER. 


At the annual dinner which followed President Flynn pre- 
sided. There was a large attendance and he had for guests 
Hon. John F. Fitzgerald, Mayor of Boston, and Hon. Jeremiah 
J. McCarthy, Surveyor of the Port. Mr. McCarthy spoke first, 
being followed by Mayor Fitzgerald, who aroused his hearers 
to enthusiasm and was the recipient of a vote of thanks. 
Other speakers were President-elect W. W. Bartlet, W. F. 
Sawyer, Secretary of the Board of Pharmacy, Hon. Wm. J. 
Bullock and Hon. Gorham D. Gilman. All of the speakers 














spoke adversely of the screen law as now interpreted and Mr. 
Sawyer gave an account of the recent doings of the pharmacy 
board. Retiring President Flynn covered himself with glory 
in this final effort. Music was supplied by Astrella Brothers’ 
orchestra. 
SUBJECTS DISCUSSED. 

A conference of druggists was held in this city February 
1, and important action taken in legislative matters. As an 
outcome there will be a united effort of the different associa- 
tions in this State on trade matters. Among the subjects dis- 
cussed was the attempt aimed at regulating the percentage of 
alcohol in patent medicines. The Board of Pharmacy’s recom- 
mendation that it be given charge of the inspection of drugs 
was warmly endorsed and it is stated that it will have the 
support of every druggist in the State. It was the sentiment 
of those present that the U. S. P., which the State Board of 
Health now uses as a standard, is so technical that it is im- 
possible to keep some drugs up to its standards, and that the 
deviations are too insignificant to endanger public health. 
Another matter discussed was the present application of the 
screen law, which was bitterly denounced. Concerning the 
patent medicine bill it was recommended that no action be 
taken by the legislature until the Government had completed 
its analysis of patent medicines and had announced which were 
to be handled as alcoholic beverages. 


A HEARING ON ALCOHOLIC PROPRIETARIES AND NARCOTICS. 

W. W. Bartlet, Ph. G., will have charge of bills and hear- 
ings. One will be held on February 27, on the sale of cocaine 
and regulation of percentage of alcohol. 

Some of those present at this meeting were: President W. 
W. Bartlett and Charles F. Cutler, of the Boston Druggists’ As- 
sociation; President E. H. La Pierre, Charles H. Davis, Mr. 
Finneran and H. Canning, of the Boston Association of Retail 
Druggists; Chairman Amos K. Tilden, Senator William J. Bul- 
lock and Charles Carter, of Lowell, of the committee on legis- 
lation of the State Pharmaceutical Association, and C. H. 
Packard, of the National Association of Retail Druggists. 

METCALF & CO. CHARGED WITH SALE OF ADULTERATED DRUGS. 

An indictment was returned at’ the last sitting of the grand 
jury charging the T. Metcalf Company with having sold adul- 
terated olive oil, brandy and extract of vanilla. The evidence 
was furnished by the agents of the State Board of Health. 
A plea of not guilty has been entered by defendants’ counsel. 
The U. S. P. standards were used with the olive oil and brandy 
and the label upon the vanilla mixture did not comply strictly 
with the law. 

ILLEGAL LIQUOR SALES IN DRUG STORES. 

Much space has recently been given in the public press to 
specific instances of the connection of druggists with the liquor 
traffic. The store of John F. Hurley, twice mayor of Salem, 
was raided on two occasions. On the last visit a human bar 
was unearthed, a man in the rear room having 10 half-pint 
bottles around his waist. This man was arrested. On Sun- 
day, January 21, three New Bedford stores were visited. At 
the Michand Company’s store none of the ardent was found, but 
at McMurray’s and the store of Theophile Lebeau liquor was 
seized and arrests made. Alleyn E. Howe and his clerk, Charles 
Hines, Stoughton, were recently before the court charged with 
violating the liquor law. A Rockport druggist has just paid 
a fine for the illegal sale of liquor. 

ALUMNI DANCE. 

A reception and dance was held by the A. A. M. C. P. at 
Huntington Hall on the evening of February 5. President 
Thompson was in charge of the arrangements with the able 
assistance of Vice-President Tripp and Treasurer Acheson. The 
dancing was continued until midnight, the Salem Cadet or- 
chestra furnishing the music. The matrons were: Mrs. P. B. 
Thompson, Mrs. A. H. Tripp, Mrs. F. S. Schmidt, Mrs. E. H. 
LaPierre, Mrs. W. R. Acheson. 

TALKED ABOUT. 

The store of Jaynes & Company, South and Summer streets, 
was the scene of a recent fire. The blaze was soon under 
control and the main damage was by water. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 


Price Schedule Will Be Adhered To—Drug Trust Rumors— 
Renewed Interest in the Local Association—Officers of the 
Drug Exchange. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, February 7.—On January 19 a special meet- 
ing of the Philadelphia Association of Retail Druggists was 
held at the College of Pharmacy. Rumors that an effort would 
be made to do away with the schedule of price on proprietary 
articles and give every member the privilege of affixing his 
own price, served to bring out a large attendance. It was ex- 
pected that the association would withdraw its schedule of 
prices on proprietary articles and permit the members of the 
association to cut prices at will. However, after a full dis- 
cussion, the following resolution was adopted: 


Whereas, The establishing and maintaining of a minimum selling 
retail price on proprietary articles being of essential benefit to the pub- 
lic and to the interests of the retail druggists; be it 

Resolved, That the Philadelphia Association of Retail Druggists re- 
tains its schedule as a guide to the minimum seling price of proprietary 
articles, and requests its members not to violate the same. 


A THREE HOURS’ DEBATE. 

There are many druggists in this city that are advocating 
the meeting of the cutters on their own ground and the selling 
of proprietary articles at prices even lower than are now asked, 
while others representing the more conservative element have 
advocated adherence to the minimum price agreed to by the 
Retail Druggists’ Association. While the resolution was 
passed unanimously, it required nearly three hours before a 
vote was taken. Considerable discussion was indulged in, and 
it was not until T. H. Potts, ex-president of the association, an- 
nounced that the status of the body was exactly the same as 
it was before the Loder decision, that the air was sufficiently 
cleared to warrant action being taken on the resolution. The 
passing of the resolution means, that, while the druggist can 
charge whatever he may please for proprietary articles, he is 
expected not to go below the minimum price agreed upon by 
the association. 

THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

of the Philadelphia Retail Drug Association, which was held on 
February 2, was largely attended and the discussions were en- 
tered into with considerable spirit. Since the Loder verdict it 
seems as if the members are rallying around the officials and 
are taking a more active part in the affairs of the association. 
For the time being there is talk of the members dropping out, 
and every effort is now being made to secure new ones. At this 
meeting an additonal one was elected, and it is understood that 
at the next there will be several more. The association now 
numbers over 450, which, considering the set-back it has had 
owing to the Loder fight, is considered a very good showing. 

Nearly all the prominent druggists in the city are members, 
and the few who are not are generally working in harmony 
with the association. Owing to the prices of the St. Louis 
goods not being maintained, it has caused some hardship among 
the loyal members of the association who will not violate their 
pledges, so while they are maintaining rates they are not only 
losing business but are not able to compete with the druggists 
who are not bound by any promises. At the meeting this ques- 
tion was freely discussed, and an effort is now being made by 
the St. Louis manufacturers, the Pain Medicine Co., to remedy 
the evil by having all houses maintain their prices. This is all 
that can be done at the present time. The Loder suit has had 
some depressing effect and has caused many of the druggists to 
think that they \.ere “up against it,” but it is the opinion of 
the officers of the association that this will blow over in the 
course of time. 

THE RUMORS OF A TRUST IN RETAIL STORES. 

The retail drug trade is considerably exercised over the 
report that the same element that controls the United Cigar 
Stores Company will open at least one hundred stores in this 
city. There are rumors galore about this new venture, A 
drug company has been chartered in New Jersey with a capital 
of $10,000,000, and it is said that the corporation proposes to con- 
trol 100 drug stores each in Philadelphia, New York and Chi- 
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cago. In connection with the rumors of breaking into the drug 
business it is said that an offer has been made to George B. 
Evans & Co., of this city, for the purchase of his stores. The 
price being set for the good will alone at $500,000. This offer, 
it is reported, has been refused. The new trust has not given 
up hope of securing these stores, and it is claimed that nego- 
tiations are still pending. It is said that Harvey K. Fenner, 
who has conducted the drug store at Broad street and Columbia 
avenue for many years, has been served with notice that at 
the expiration of his lease it will not be renewed. There are 
two rumors in connection with this notice, one is that the 
United Gas Improvement Company, which owns the building, 
desires it for its own use, and the other report is that the 
store has been leased to the same parties that are connected 
with the United Cigar Stores Company, for a drug store. 
NOT ROOM FOR A HUNDRED NEW STORES. 

All these reports are causing worriment to the retail drug 
trade. While it is believed that the average druggist can hold 
his own trade and that the backers of the new drug combine 
will find it difficult to run a line of drug stores profitably, it is 
thought that any reduction in price will be an incentive to the 
purchaser to patronize the new store. However, it will be very 
difficult for 100 new drug stores to exist in this city. Many 
that are now in operation are not paying, and if a cut-throat 
business were indulged in, a number would be forced to the 
wall. The wholesale dealers do not apprehend any difficulty 
and they are of the opinion that the new company is really in 
the nature of a threat to compel the druggists to handle the 
combine’s cigars. 

A BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION. 

M. N. Kline, on February 6, celebrated the anniversary of 
his birth. Mr. Kline is in a quandary. He does not know 
whether to say he is 60 years of age or 59 years old. He says 
he was born in 1846, and he was not a year old until the follow- 
ing year. This would make him 59 years old. He and Harry 
B. French had quite an argument on the matter. Mr. Kline 
would like to know just how old he is. He would be pleased 
to hear from his many friends. The question is whether a man 
born in 1846 is 59 or 60 years of age. 

OFFICERS OF THE DRUG EXCHANGE. 

At the annual election of the Philadelphia Drug Exchange, 
the following officers were elected: President, Charles E. Hires; 
vice-president, Richard V. Mattison, M.D.; secretary, William 
Gullagher; treasurer, Edward H. Hance. Directors, Edward 
J. Lavino, Adolph W. Miller, M.D.; Mahlon N. Kline, Clayton 
F. Shoemaker, John Fergusson, Walter B. Smith, A. Robinson 
McIlvaine and Adam Pfromm. 

PHILADELPHIA NEWS ITEMS. 


The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees, of 
the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, was held on February 6. 
It was said that nothing but routine business was transacted. 

C. J. Peacock, who formerly conducted the drug store at 2012 
South Tenth street, will open a new store at Germantown and 
Erie avenues. 

C. A. Eckles has purchased the private residence at the 
south-west corner of Broad street and Erie avenue, which he 
will convert into a drug store. 

Mr. Franciscus, who recently closed his drug store on Lan- 
caster avenue, will open a new store at the north-east corner 
of Broad and Walnut streets. This is where the famous “ yel- 
low mansion” stood for so many years. 

Mahlon N. Kline, of the firm of Smith, Kline & French Com- 
pany, has been elected president of the Trades’ League, of this 
city. Mr. Kline takes considerable interest in anything per- 
taining to the welfare of this city. He is one of the Mayor's 
advisors, and, besides, is a leader in all movements which are of 
advantage to the business men of Philadelphia. 


The affairs of the College House, of the Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy, are now in a settled condition and about 50 of the 
students have returned. To make it pleasant for the boarders 
a series of Saturday evening talks are to be held. Arrange- 
ments are being made with prominent men to address the boys 
on that night. 
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THE WEST. 





To Increase Druggists’ Liquor Licenses—A Warning to Wholesalers 
Regarding the D. C. S. N. Plan—To Prevent Over Crowding 
A Peace Conference. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Chicago, February 7.—A step forward in the campaign for 
higher saloon licenses was taken at the meeting of the City 
Council last evening. This action is of especial interest to 
druggists because a similar campaign to increase the license 
fee of drug stores has been started. The original demand for 
a $1,000 saloon license was started because of the necessity for 
better police protection. In order to increase the city’s income 
so that this could be done the higher license plan was evolved. 
In order to escape carrying the entire burden the saloon men 
demanded that money be raised by increasing the tax on drug 
stores. This movement is already well under way. At present 
the druggists pay $25 for a government license and $5 for police 
inspection of the liquor register. It is proposed to tax them 
$250 for the benefit of the city. 


FEAR FOR THE RESULTS, 


It is recalled that the C. R. D. A. came into existence 25 
years ago because of a similar situation. It is feared that if 
the $250 license plan is adopted that it will undo much of the 
work accomplished during this time, because many druggists 
are likely, in a spirit of retaliation, to begin illicit sales of 
drinks. 

VIOLATING THE D. C. S. N. PLAN. 

At the annual meeting of the C. R. D. A. attention was 
called to the fact that some of the Chicago wholesalers are 
violating the direct contract serial numbering plan. The follow- 
ing resolution was adopted: 

“ Resolved, That the attitude of some of the wholesale drug- 
gists of Chicago toward the direct contract serial numbering 
plan is discreditable in the highest degree to these jobbers, 
because it seems to prove beyond question that their professions 
of devotion to the welfare of their retail customers are not 
sincere ; 

“ Resoived, That the secretary of this association is in- 
structed to send to N. A. Rk. D. Notes for publication all in- 
stances coming under his observation where wholesale drug 
houses or their representatives speak disparagingly of the di- 
rect contract serial numbering plan, or those proprietors who 
have adopted the plan, so that the retail druggists of Chicago 
may know beyond a doubt who it is that is interfering with 
the success of the plan and preventing its adoption by other 
proprietors.” 

Since then Secretary Yeomans has issued an open letter in 
which he says information has reached him that two of the 
five wholesale drug houses in Chicago are “declining to sign 
the D. C. S. N. wholesale contracts that are presented to them 
and are in every possible way doing what they can to dis- 
courage the adoption of the plan.” Mr. Yeomans offers them 
one more chance and threatens them with publicity in case the 
matter is carried further. 

Active efforts are being made to prevent the opening of 
new stores in localities that are already crowded, because of 
the peril that a druggist runs of losing all of the work ex- 
pended during many years in building up a trade. A campaign 
has been begun, for the purpose of finding out what wholesalers 
will aid the retailers in their efforts to prevent over crowding. 


NUTRIOLA COMPANY PRESIDENT SENTENCED TO PENITENTIARY. 


Judge Bethea of the United States District Court sentenced 
Edward F. Hanson, president of the Nutriola Company, to one 
year in the penitentiary and fined him $5,000 yesterday for 
sending objectionable literature advertising his concern through 
the United States mails. The case will be appealed. 

Hanson formerly was mayor of a small town in northern 
Maine. He came to Chicago and organized the Nutriola Com- 
pany. Complaints reached the Post Office Department that the 
company’s advertising matter was objectionable and that Han- 
son had made misrepresentations in disposing of stock in his 


company. 
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CORNELIUS P. VAN SCHAICK. 


Inspector Ketcham recently secured the issuance of an order 
prohibiting mail from being delivered to the Nutriola Company. 


HE CARRIED HIS OWN FIRE ESCAPE. 


James I. Gulick, Western representative of Ed. Pinaud & 
Co., recently achieved fame by escaping from the fifth floor of 
a burning hotel in Minneapolis by means of a simple rope fire 
escape which he always carried with him for the past five 
years. Mr. Gulick was in very close quarters and believes that 
he would have undoubtedly lost his life but for the fact that 
he had this fire escape in his possession. 


THE CHICAGO OFFICE OF THE COCA COLA COMPANY LEADS. 


E. C. Reese, manager of the Chicago office of the Coca Cola 
Company, is receiving the congratulations of the other branches 
of the company, as he increased his business 61 per cent. in 
1905, beating the record even of the parent house in Atlanta. 
The Chicago branch manufactured last year 293,625 gallons of 
Coca Cola, the total output of the company for the year being 
1,548,888 gallons, an increase of 37 per cent. over the amount 
manufactured in 1904. 


A PEACE CONFERENCE. 


Cornelius P. Van Schaack held what he facetiously termed 
a “peace conference” on Saturday evening, January 27, which 
was attended by 20 leading members of the drug trade. Of 
what happened the half will never be told, for the affair was 
conducted literally sub rosa, the roses in this case being an 
enormous bunch of American beauties which hung above the 
entrance to the dining room. Appropriate music was furnished 
by a quartette of Afro-Americans. The dinner cards were floral 
names divided in half, each half being printed on a separate 
ecard thus: Lily—of the valley. Regrets were received from 
L. A. Becker, who was in New York, and from Frank L, E. 
Gauss, who was in Wheeling, W. Va. Such meagre details of 
the affair as have leaked out in spite of the seal of the roses 
indicate that the occasion was one unique in its enjoyability. 

NOTES. 

The Christenson pharmacy at 800 West North avenue has 
been purchased by W. Amundsen. 

E. R. Wolfner has sold his store at 351 South Clark street 
to J. X. Rivard, Loomis and Harrison streets. 

The Social Drug Club’s annual ball and banquet is to take 
place on the evening of Washington’s Birthday. 

More efforts made by the Ideal Drug Company to buy local 
drug stores have proved failures, and there are some who be- 
lieve the entire plan will finally fall through. 
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It is said that representatives of the Chicago Telephone 
Company have offered ’phones at a straight rate of $85 a year 
if the Illinois Manufacturers’ Association will let up on the 
fight to have the present yearly toll reduced. 


Efforts at “ scalping’? among real estate agents have caused 
indignation among Chicago druggists. One druggist lost a long 
established stand because he was out bid by representatives of 
a cigar combine. He was told that he could oust some other 
druggists from their stands if he would only raise their offers 
on rentals. 


All of the retiring officers were re-elected at the annual 
meeting of the United States Pharmacal Company. The an- 
nual report showed a satisfactory condition and indicated the 
probability of future development. 


W. C. Hayhurst has been appointed manager of the St. 
Louis branch of Parke, Davis & Co., taking effect February 
1, to succeed C. F. Allen. Mr. Hayhurst has been connected 
with Parke, Davis & Co. for the past ten years, having been 
associated with their Chicago branch for seven years under 
J. E. Bartlett, and was subsequently transferred as assistant 
manager to the New Orleans branch for one year, and has had 
charge of the city department of the St. Louis branch for the 
past two years. 


The Illinois Board, 


At the meeting of the Illinois State Board of Pharmacy, 
in Springfield, on January 16 and 17, 9 of the 19 applicants 
for registered pharmacist and 7 out of a class of 12 candidates 
for assistant pharmacist passed successful examinations. Their 
names follow: 

Registered Pharmacists.—Oskar Adler, Chicago; Francis E. Bird, 
Quincy ; E. W. Bothe, Chicago: W. I. Burns. Harvel; Earl W. Cutler, 
Abingdon; C. A. Demes, Chicago; Herman H. Diesner, Chicago; Wm. 
V. Dufrer, Peoria, and Wm. Shaw, Chicago. 

Assistant Pharmacists.—-Jennie M. Duncan, Ottawa; Howard W. 
Duncan. Mattoon: Roy C. Fritts, Metropolis: John O. Gottrick, jr., 
Knoxville: R. FE. Hattan, Galesburg; James O. Kelley, McLeansbero, and 
Robert McEvoy, Mound City. 

The board will hold a meeting in Chicago at the Hampden 
Building, corner Thirty-ninth street and Langley avenue, on 
Tuesday, February 20, for the examination of applicants who 
have not heretofore passed the preliminary test required by the 
board. An examination will be held the following day for ap- 
plicants who have already passed the preliminary test. The 
new Pharmacopeia will be used hereafter in all examinations. 





Mr. Horton Retires fromthe Firm of Faxon, Horton & 
Gallagher. 


The partnership heretofore existing between Frank A. Fax- 
on, James C. Horton and John A. Gallagher, doing business un- 
der the firm name of Faxon, Horton & Gallagher, wholesale 
druggists, at the northwest corner of Eighth street and Broad- 
way, Kansas City, Mo., has been dissolved by mutual consent, 
James C. Horton retiring. The business will be continued by 
Frank A. Faxon and John A. Gallagher, under the firm name 
of Faxon & Gallagher, and they have assumed all liabilities of 
the firm of Faxon, Horton & Gallagher, and all accounts, notes 
and assets of every name and nature, due and to become due, to 
the firm of Faxon, Horton & Gallagher, are to be paid to their 
successors, Faxon & Gallagher. 

James C. Horton has issued the following statement in con- 
nection with the announcement of his retirement: ‘“ Having 
sold my interest in the business of Faxon, Horton & Gallagher 
to my partners, Messrs. Faxon and Gallagher, I beg to add to 
the formal notice of the dissolution of our partnership my 
grateful appreciation of the many favors received from our 
friends in the trade who have given us their loyal support, and 
if, in retiring from the business, a personal allusion will be 
pardoned, I can hardly find words to express the high regard 
in which I shall always hold my friends, Mr. Frank A. Faxon 
and Mr. John A. Gallagher, with whom I have been so long and 
so pleasantly associated, each year only increasing my confi- 
dence and my esteem.” 
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(Written for the American Druggist.) 
TRADE CONDITIONS IN ECUADOR. 
By JoHN MAXWELL DRAPER. 

Few foreign markets present such an interesting and profit- 
able field for the American exporter as does the Republic of 
Ecuador. We possess an advantage over European exporters 
in being so much nearer, and with good shipping facilities we 
are able to land our goods in Guayaquil sometimes in two 
months’ less time than is required to land shipments from 
Europe. This brings to our markets many orders and increases 
the good business relations between buyer and seller. 


INADEQUATE TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES ACBOSS THE ISTHMUS. 


Ecuador bought more goods in the past year from the 
United States than from any other country, but complains most 
bitterly of the abominable service rendered by the Panama Rail- 


The next port along the coast of importance for its imports is 
Manta, followed by Bahia, Esmeraldas and Puerto Bolivar. 
IMPORTANT NEW TARIFF REGULATION. 

The new tariff which went into effect on the first of January, 
1906, should be well noted by all foreign houses and exporters, 
for the changes are of great importance. Heretofore, marking 
the gross weight in kilos on each case served the purpose of the 
customs authorities, as duties were levied on the gross weight; 
but in the new tariff both the gross and the net weight must be 
marked; as under the. new tariff they now levy duty on the net 
weight of many articles. 

THE REGULATION OF FORMULAS OF PATENT MEDICINE. 

Next of interest is the new law stating that all medicines 
which do not bear upon the label of the bottle the formula, must 
pay a duty amounting to about $1 gold per kilo (21-5 lbs.). 














View of City of Guayaauil and River Guayaquil, Principal Port of Entry for Ecuador. 


road and steamship Company during the last eight months. 
Druggists of this republic not only have to pay a higher freight 
rate from New York to Guayaquil than from New York to 
Lima, Peru, or even to Valparaiso, Chile, though fully two 
weeks nearer our country, but in addition must endure the 
hardships of having their orders delayed in Colon sometimes 
three and four months, through the inadequate service rendered 
by the Panama Railroad, where a veritable mountain of freight 
awaits forwarding to Panama for transshipment to Ecuador, 
Peru and Chile. 
THE UNITED STATES A FAVORITE MARKET. 

In the report of the Chamber of Commerce of Guayaquil, for 
the year ending April, 1905, we find that the total of imports 
of drugs and medicines amount to about $157,000 gold ; and per- 
fumes, toilet powders, etc., $46,000 gold. Of the markets which 
supply these totals, France stands at the head, with the United 
States second; then follow Germany, England, Italy and Spain. 

Of the total imports of Ecuador during the year, which 
amounted to some $7,000,000 gold, at least $2,400,000 came from 
the United States: and of the total imports entering the re- 
public, almost nine-tenths enter through the port of Guayaquil. 


This will make the cost of some proprietary remedies almost 
prohibitive. This tax can be avoided, however, where the 
formula is known. or where it is registered in Quito. The gen- 
eral opinion is that the law will be strictly observed for a 
while, but that later on will be allowed to fall into disuse and 
gradually die. While no similar law has been really passed in. 
the country before, many others of the sort have been broached, 
but never put into effect. Among the special changes we notice 
that all medicines whose formula is known or registered shalk 


pay a duty of about 50 cents gold per kilo, net weight. Other 
special duties follow: 

Emulsion of codliver oil, reduced to about............ 10 cents per kilo. 
Medicinal wines, such as wine of codliver oil, ete.... 12 cents per kilo. 
Dentifrices in paste, powder or liquid................80 cents per kilo. 
Perfumed soapS..........-+-.++.+e0+++-+-00 cents per kilo, net weight. 
Extracts of perfumes and perfumery in general...... 60 cents per kilo. 
Hypodermic syringes. . .°. . . .1s's o'e'pta's'b oe 6 0 d's ols'e o'S 0's 40 cents; het weight. 


Guayaquil, with its 60,000 inhabitants, supports about 15 
drug stores, and of these about five are of importance to the 
exporter. : 

THE LEADING FIRMS OF GUAYAQUIL. 

During the past year the most notable change among these 

firms has been the purchase of the Botica del Comercio, by O. 
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R. G. Blom, who was associated with Sr. Holger Glaesel in the 
Drogueria Alemana for the past six years. The Botica and 
Drogueria Alemana is now conducted under the sole name of 
Sr. Holger Glaesel. Mr. Glaesel is well known among New 





-Botica y Drogueria Alemana, Guayaquil, Ecuador, Sr. Holger Glaesel, 
Proprietor. 


York houses and confines his purchases there to two or three 
of the larger firms. At present the bulk of his purchases is 
made in Europe, France and England standing ahead of the 
United States. Next year he contemplates enlarging his store 


Br. O. R. G. Blom, Owner of the Botica del Comercia, Guayaquil; a 
Very Enterprising German Pharmacist. 
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to double its present size, and the installation of a handsome 
soda fountain of American make will be among the improve- 
ments which he will make. 

With the Botica del Comercio under its new management, its 
owner, O. R. G. Blom, has given to Guayaquil one of the most 
up-to-date pharmacies to be met with along the coast, and 
through his progressiveness it has become one of the leading 
stores of Ecuador. Mr. Blom is now forty years of age and is 


Interior View of the Botica del Comercio, Guayaquil, Ecuador, O. R. G. 
LBiom,. Proprietor, 


a graduate of the University of Copenhagen (1885). He went 
to Ecuador in 1893 and took the examinations in Quito in 1895 
and was named Professor in Chemistry by the University of 
Quito. Most of his purchases are made in the United States, 
and he is quite American in his methods of doing business. 

A WHOLESALE BUSINESS. 

Sres. J. C. Mufioz & Cia., of the Botica Ecuatoriana, enter 
largely into the wholesale business with the interior, and their 
name is very well known there. They buy in large quantities 
and supply the smaller dealers. In their retail department they 
were the first to instal an American soda fountain. This is 
but one instance of their modern methods of doing business. 


Drogueria Ecuatoriana, Guayaquil, Ecuador; Sres. J. C. 
Proprietors. 


Mufioz & Co., 


Few firms enjoy the reputation for business integrity which this 
house has, and it is very highly recommended. 

Proceeding two squares further along the Malecon we find 
the Botica La Marina of Sres. Pazmifio y Garcia. Their large 
business differs materially from that of almost all the other 
drug stores in the city. They have no prescription trade, nor 
do they want it, but with their location directly in the Market 
they have built up a general drug business that many American 
firms would be proud to have. Their purchases in the United 
States are confined mostly to one large firm in New York City, 
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Don Carlos Lépez Lascano conducts the Drogueria of his 
name which has been established since 1880 and which has a 
large retail and wholesale drug trade. Closely identified with 
the progress and study of pharmacy, he has been for the past 
twenty-five years a professor in the faculty of medicine of the 
University of Guayaquil. Of his purchases the United States 
and France receive the major part. 

Sefior Flores Ontaneda is also closely identified with the 
professional side of pharmacy and has a very high standing as 
a pharmacist. 

The Botica de la Merced of Sr. Tarquinio J. Viteri, is among 
the smaller stores of the city, but Sr. Viteri acts as agent for 
the forwarding of merchandise, etc., to the firm of Viteri & 
Cornejo, of Quito. Sr. Viteri, of this latter firm, is his brother. 

The Botica Rocafuerte of Drs. Manrique y Chiriboga is more 
of a prescription store for the doctors than a drug store in 
general. 

The Botica del Pugblo, Botica Central, Botica del Globo and 
Botica del Progreso,ave among the other drug stores found in 
Guayaquil. / ; 

COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS IN THE INTERIOR OF ECUADOR. 


This republic, whose coast line extends along the west coast 
of South America from latitude 2 north to latitude 4 south, is 
bounded on the north by Colombia, on the south by Peru and 
on the west by Brazil. Extending inland from the Pacific 
Ocean one may travel 700 miles before reaching the boundary 
of Brazil. In order to see the interior of this republic, with 
its two million inhabitants, I left Guayaquil one Friday morn- 
ing at six o’clock. After being carried across and up the River 
Guayaquil some three miles I arrived at Duran and, taking a 
narrow gauge railroad, began my journey inland. For five 
hours the read ran through forests of the most beautiful trop- 
ical verdure, with palms of every variety, tall imperial bamboo 
trees, from which are constructed all the houses in Guayaquil, 
and creeping vines so thickly entwined as to make it impossible 
even to see very far among the trees. These scenes followed 
one another until nearly eleven o’clock, when the road began to 
climb the Andes, and soon the passengers were able to look 
down upon this sea of greenness, much more beautiful than one 
can describe. Following the road, we stopped about two o’clock 
in the afternoon at a tiny station called Alausi, and five min- 
utes later were told that because of a large washout ahead we 
must wait here until the following day. There we spent. among 
the clouds one of the most bitter, cold nights one could imagine, 
and this after leaving a tropical city early that morning. The 
next afternoon we resumed our journey and arrived at Rio- 
bamba in the evening. We were obliged to wait here three 
days for the next stage running to my destination, Quito. 

Riobamba has about 35,000 inhabitants, but, strange to say, 
has no bank. The drug stores are as follows: Botica Inglesa, 
Botica de la Union, Botica del Comercio and Botica del Sr. 
Mariano Prado Orrego. 


THE CITY OF QUITO. 


Quito lies 10,000 feet above Guayaquil, and the climate is 
very bracing. I left Riobamba by stage for Quito, and after 
two days of hard travel arrived at the capital of the republic. 

Quito has about 80,000 inhabitants and until three years 
ago had but three drug stores, but the good trade attracted 
others, and to-day there are eight stores to supply the trade. 
This is, of course, the cause of much complaint among the older 
stores, but with only eight pharmacies to this population they 
are not overdoing matters. 

With the completion of the railroad from Guayaquil to 
Quito, which, it is expected, will be finished next year, Quito 
will enter into the foreign commercial world as a much larger 
buyer than ever. Heretofore her purchases were largely made 
in Guayaquil, and it required some three weeks or perhaps a 
month to bring freight from the coast to Quito. Here is estab- 
lished the celebrated University of Quito, which, with its 
schools of medicine, pharmacy, law, ete., gives to the city, aside 
from its great historical interests, a name to be envied by many 
other countries. 

The city lies almost on the line of the equator, but its great 
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altitude of 10,000 feet above the sea gives it one of the most 
delightful climates to be found in the world. Consumptive 
patients from the coast cities go there to be cured, and from 
there those suffering from rheumatism go to Guayaquil to be 
relieved by the warmer climate. 

The most notable of the drug stores of Quito is that of 
Don Antonio Mortensen, namely, the Botica Alemana, which, 
with its branch store, does by far the largest share of. the drug 
business in and around Quito. Sr. Mortensen, who is also a 
graduate of Copenhagen, came to Quito in the early. nineties 
and seven years later became the owner of his present business, 
which has gone on increasing year by 
year under his care. He is a professor 
in the University of Quito. Aside from 
the drug business he is interested in 
many other lines. The new automo- 
bile stage route from Quito to Rio- 
bamba is his latest enterprise. His 
business record is rated. very. high. 

The death of Sr. M. Barriga has left 
the widow, Sra. Clothilde de Barriga, 
as present owner of the Botica Na- 
cional, and the store is being conducted 
in the same cateful manner as hereto- 

fore. 
Me ae The Botica Inglesa of Sr. Manuel 
ica Alemana, Quito, Zaldumbide enjoys a very large trade 
Ecuador. and is well rated. 
Stres. Viteri y Cornejo of the Botica 
Americana are large buyers of American goods and have a 
well-established business. 

The new Botica del Comercio of Dr. Florentino Uribe, which 
was opened this fall, has the most modern equipment of any 
store in Quito, and the staff of clerks is comprised of men of 
excellent standing. Preparations for the opening of this phar- 
macy were carefully made for two years and nothing was left 
undone to make it a modern drug store in every respect. Its 
owner enjoys an excellent reputation and is very partial to the 
American market. 

The Botica de Guayas of Sres. Molina Bucheli and Botica 
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Botica del Mariano Prado Orrego, Riobamba, Ecuador. 


Central of Sr. Alejandro Cartegenova are among the drug stores 
in Quito. 

The city possesses but one bank, namely, Sucursal de Banco 
Comercial y Agricola. Shipments for the interior are made to 
the customer’s agent in Guayaquil, who re-forwards the mer- 
chandise to the buyer. 

In the city of Latacunga the Botica of Dr. Subia Urvia is 
the only one worthy of note. 

My journey inland took me but half way across the country 
—to the edge of civilization. Further eastward the Indians 
are about the only inhabitants. To the south is Cuenca, a city 
of 35,000 inhabitants, two days’ journey by mules, and some 
distance further, about three days’ journey, is Loja. Along the 
coast northward from Guayaquil are the small cities of Manta, 
Bahia and Esmeraldas, of which places I shall write later. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots 


The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices, 





Condition of Trade. 
New York, February 10. 

Business during the interval since our last report has been 
moderately active, the demand for seasonable articles being 
especially good, with more inquiry for round lots, though job- 
bing parcels continue to receive the larger share of attention. 
Shipments of cinchona bark have been lighter than for some 
time past, and increased interest has been extended to quinine, 
with the result that manufacturers have advanced prices of 
sulphate and the minor salts. The market for bromides is very 
unsettled and lower prices are quoted on the three principal 
salts. Opium is characterized by continued absence of impor- 
tant demand, and the market is weak and lifeless, though prices 
are nominally unchanged. Ipecac has weakened in the interval, 
as has menthol, and lower prices are quoted on both articles. 
Powdered white arsenic has developed increased strength owing 
to scarcity, and quotations are higher. Ergot has weakened and 
is now quoted at a lower range. The tone of the market con- 
tinues steady, and, with the exception of quinine, speculation 
is still an absent feature. The character of the weather has 
been unfavorable to the sale of purely winter specialties, such 
as codliver oil, but in other lines a good steady trade has been 
the rule. The price fluctuations are for the most part unim- 
portant, though we have to record a sharp advance in santonin 
and another rise in camphor. 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Quinine, 3romides, 
Camphor, Ergot, 
Santonin, Opium, 
Arsenic, Menthol, 
Cacao butter, Iron and quinine citrates, 
Squills, Golden seal, 
Saffron, American, Sarsaparilla, Mexican, 
Peppermint oil, Ipecac, 
Citronella oil, Juniper berries, 


Pink root, Guarana, 
Amy] acetate, Balm of Gilead buds, 
Carbolic acid, Lycopodium, 
Gum mastic, Canary seed. 
Stearic acid. 
Drugs, 

Alcohol continues inquired for, and about the usual distri- 
bution is passing out into consuming channels, at steady values, 
or, say, $2.47 to $2.49 for grain, and 70c to T5c for wood. 

Balm of Gilead buds are not inquired for, and holders are 
more free to sell in view of the near approach of new crop; 
quoted at 35c to 38c. 


Balsam copaiba is selling fairly in small lots from jobbers, 
with values well sustained at 87c to 40c for Para, and 30c to 
3l¢e for Central American. 

Balsam fir, Canada, continues held and selling at the re- 
cently established higher range of $3.00 to $3.10; Oregon is dull, 
and the market is easy at 65c to 80c. 

Balsam Peru is taken rather sparingly by the trade, and 
holders offer more freely at a decline to 95c to $1.00. 

Barks.—Bayberry is held with increased confidence, and 
little is available at the inside price of 12c. Cascara sagrada 
is offered with Jess reserve at the more or less nominal quota- 
tion of 5%4c to 9c, as to quality and quantity. Cramp is selling 
in a limited way at 7c to 9c. Cotton root is held less firmly, 
and the range has dropped to 8'4c to 914c. Sassafras is in good 
seasonable demand, and the tone of the market is firm at 14c. 
Wahoo is scarce and values are firmly maintained, with up to 
60c paid for small lots. Wild cherry is not meeting with the 
inquiry usual at this season, but values are maintained at 6c 
to 9c, as to quality and quantity. 

Buchu leaves, short, continue scarce and wanted, and holders 
are firm in their view at 16%4c to 19¢c, as to quality and quantity. 





Cacao butter is in moderately active demand, and the tone 
of the market is steady at 28¢ to 2914e, as to brand. 

Cantharides remain quiet, but values are steady at 55¢ to 
56e for Chinese and $1.20 to $1.25 for Russian. 

Cannabis indica has weakened a trifle in the interval, quo- 
tations showing a reduction to 95¢ to $1.00. 


Castor oil is passing out in moderate volume into channels 
of consumption at previous prices, or, say, 11¢ to 12e for No. 1 
in barrels, and 10% to’1144 for No. 3; cases command an ad- 
vance of 1c over these prices. 

Coca leaves continue in moderately active demand, and 
values are well sustained at 17¢ to 19¢ for Truxillo and at 30e 
to 52¢c for Huanuco. 

Codliver oil is finding sale in a jobbing way only, and the 
market is somewhat depressed, though $23.00 to $27.00 is yet 
quoted as to brand and seller. It is intimated in some quarters 
that forward shipments of new oil are offered at a figure which 
would bring the cost here to $21.00. 

Cuttlefish bone is finding a good jobbing outlet, with quota- 
tions maintained at 16¢ to 16\%c for fine Trieste, 12¢ to 12%e 
for French, 70c for jewelers’ large, and 40¢ to 50e for small. 

Ergot is quiet and easier in sympathy with conditions at pri- 
mary points, 38c to 42c being now named as to quantity and 
quality. Demand is inactive at the moment. 

Haarlem oil is in better supply, and the former quotation of 
$5.25 inside has dropped to $3.00. 

Iron and quinine citrates, including the strychnine prepara- 
tion, have declined in the interval, and the revised quotations 
are $1.15 to $1.20 for iron and quinine citrate and $1.65 to $1.70 
for iron, quinine and strychnine citrate. 

Juniper berries have attracted more attention since our last, 
and a good jobbing demand is experienced at 4e to 414e., 

Menthol is slow of sale and the tone of the market is easier 
at $2.20. The recent break in the weather will probably stimu- 
late demand and some holders are governing themselves ac- 
cordingly, turning down orders at under $3.00. 

Opium meets with very little inquiry and the market retains 
its dull and lifeless appearance, a decline of 24%e since our last 
having failed to stimulate the demand: broken lots are held 
at $2.9714 to $3.00, while cases offer at $2.95. Powder is 
quoted nominally at $3.45 to $3.50. 

Quinine has recovered its tone under the influence of light 
shipments of bark and an active demand for the salt. Foreign 
manufacturers advanced quotations 1¢ on the 7th instant, re- 
storing the price to the previous basis of 18¢e for bulk in 100-oz. 
lots; domestic makers followed suit, and second hands were 
quoting at manufacturers’ prices at the close, though previous 
to the advance some heavy sales were made at 17¢c. The minor 
preparations of quinine are correspondingly higher, being now 
quoted as follows: Alkaloid, 30c; acetate, 35c; arsenate, 31c; 
bimuriate, 29¢; do with urea, 40c; bitartrate, 25c; borate, 28c; 
citrate, 28c; bromide, 25c; muriate, 25c; ferrocyanide, 29c; 
iodide, 87¢c; hypophosphite, 30c; lactate, 80c; phosphate, 27c; 
salicylate, 25c; tannate, 19¢; valerianate, 29¢; do powdered, 31c. 

Santonin is higher, manufacturers having advanced quota- 
tions in the interval to $9.50 to $9.70 for crystals, as to quantity, 
and $9.70 to $9.90 for powdered, the inside figures being for 
25 lb. lots. The manufacture of santonin is a Russian mo- 
nopoly, and the advance is attributed to the disturbed condi- 
tions of affairs in Russia. 

Tonka beans are dull and featureless; Angostura quoted at 
65e to 70c, Surinam at 25¢c to 30e and Para at 17%4c to 20e. 

Vanilla beans are quiet, but quotably unchanged at $2.75 to 
$6.50 for whole Mexican, $1.75 to $2.00 for cuts, $1.00 to $3.00 
for Bourbon, and 45c to $1.00 for Tahiti. 
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Vanillin has been in good demand, with sales within the 

quoted range of 32c to 40c as to quantity and seller. 
Chemicals. 

Amy] acetate has advanced in the interval in sympathy with 
conditions abroad affecting the crude material; quoted $1.50 to 
$1.60. 

Arsenic, white, has developed increased strength since our 
last owing to scarcity. The spot supply is almost exhausted 
and dealers decline to shade 12c. A sale of a consignment 
afloat was made at this figure. 

Blue vitriol offers in a limited way from second hands at 
5%4c, but manufacturers’ quotations remain at 5.90c. 

Brimstone, crude seconds, is without special variation, the 
tone of the market being steady at the previous range of 
$22.121%4 to $22.62%. 

Bromine and bromide salts are irregular and unsettled. 
Potash is freely offered at 15c, and it is said that a firm offer 
of about 1c under that figure would be accepted, though we 
hear of no sale at less than 15c to 16c. Ammonium and sodium 
bromides are correspondingly lower, 23c being named for the 
former and 21ic for the latter. 

Carbolic acid is in less abundant supply and holders of the 
limited stock in drums have advanced quotations to 14%c to 
15%4e. 

Chlorate potash is maintained firmly at the recently estab- 
lished range of 9\4c to 9%c for crystal and 9%4c to 10c for 
powdered, in jobbing quantities. 

Citric acid is maintained in firmer position and holders are 
not free sellers at the present range of 38c to 384c, the tend- 
ency of values being upward. 

Copperas is in moderately active demand and we hear of 
sales at 5714c to 6214c for barrels and bags, respectively. 

Cream tartar is inactive, but there appears no pressure to 
sell below 2214c to 22%c for crystals and 22%c to 23c for 
powdered. 


Saltpetre is a shade easier and quotations have been marked 


down to 414c to 4%c for crude, as to quality. 

Stearic acid is firmer and the revised quotations are 9c to 
9% for single press, 10c to 10%c for double and 114c to 12c for 
extra quality. 

Zine oxide has developed increased firmness, quotations for 
G. S. and R. S. having been advanced to 8c, 8c and 7c to Tie, 
respectively ; domestic is unchanged at 5c to Size. 

Zine sulphate has advanced owing to scarcity, the revised 
quotation standing at 2%4c to 2%e. 


Essential Oils. 

Anise is meeting with increased inquiry, but the prices show 
no change from the previous range of $1.35 to $1.37%4. 

Bergamot and other Messina essences are maintained firmly, 
bergamot being quoted at $2.20 to $2.30, lemon at 60e to T5dc 
and sweet orange at $2.00 to $2.25. 

Cajuput has been moderately active since our last, though 
we hear of a sale at a concession on the quoted figures. The 
inside quotation is now 50c. 

Cassia, in common with other Chinese oils, is held with in- 
creased firmness, though prices are nominally unchanged at 
774c to 85c for 75-80 per cent. 

Citronella has attracted unusual attention since our last, and 
values have jumped from 34c to 40c and 42c. Great difficulty 
in obtaining unadulterated oil is reported, and offers of ship- 
ments from Ceylon are said to be unobtainable, though rumors 
are also current of a combination of the principal shippers to 
maintain prices. 

Pennyroyal is firmer, quotations for prime American hav- 
ing been advanced to $1.25 to $1.30. 

Peppermint is developing increased strength, and holders 
show no disposition to shade $3.10 to $3.20 for HGH, while bulk 
oil is firmly maintained at $2.40 to $2.60. 

Gums. 


There have been no new developments in the market for 
mucilaginous and medicinal gums since our last report, save for 
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camphor, which has marked another advance, bringing the cur- 
rent quotation to 94c to 9414c, the higher figure being named for 
Curacao aloes contgnues scarce and firm at 6¢ to 6c, 
and Barbadoes is steady at 14c to 15c. Arabic sorts are in mod- 
erate demand, with the sale at 6%4c to 1le. Gamboge is held 
and selling in a jobbing way at 85c to 90c. Asafeetida is dull 
and neglected, though quotations are nominally unchanged. 
Mastic is scarce and wanted, and quotations have been ad- 
vanced to 48¢ to 50c. Myrrh is held more firmly at 25c. 
Roots. 

Little of new interest has developed in the market for roots, 
the demand seldom rising above jobbing proportions for any 
variety. Ipecac continues on the downward grade and recent 
sales were at $1.50 to $1.55, the two varieties commanding the 
same price. Russian musk is a shade lower, being offered at 
13¢ to 14¢c, while pink is fractionally higher at 60c. Mexican 
sarsaparilla continues to reflect an easy undertone and quota- 
tions have been further reduced to 94c to 9%¢. Senega is 
generally quoted at 57c to 58c, but important demand is lack- 
ing. Golden Seal is not inquired for to any extent and spot 
quotations have been reduced to $1.35 to $1.30. 

Seeds. 

Anise, Italian, is jobbing in a moderately active way at 
8Y4c to 10¢. 

Canary, Smyrna, is lower in sympathy with corresponding 
conditions at primary sources, and we hear of sales at 4c to 
4i4c. 

Caraway is maintained steadily at 66%4c. 

Celery is held less firmly, owing to lack of demand, and 
holders offer more freely at 714c to T5e. 

Fennel, German, has weakened in the interval under the 
influence of slow demand and somewhat freer offering, and the 
revised quotations are 9c to 10c. 


cases, 


New Crop Digitalis. 

Lebn & Fink, 120 William street, New York, have announced 
that they received the new crop digitalis direct from Stafford, 
Allen & Sons, Limited, of London, England. This concern have 

large farms in Bedfordshire, 
near Ampthill, where they 
grow medicinal drugs under 
the very best conditions for a 
production of the highest 
quality drugs. In the pro- 
duction of their drugs full 
recognition is given to the 
fact that much of the activ- 
ity of the drugs depends 
upon the care with which 
the leaves are handled. In 
the case of digitalis the 
leaves are stripped from the 
plant immediately after col- 
lection, the sound leaves are 
sorted out, put on trays, car- 
ried to the drying room and 
ultimately packed in tins 
such as is illustrated here- 
with. Across the cover of 
the tin is placed the special 
label of the company. 
In a drug like digitalis the utmost reliance has to be placed 
on the preparation of the dried herb, and really no druggist 
or pharmacist should employ digitalis leaves in the preparation 
of infusions or tinctures which he has not himself prepared, 
or which do not come from very reliable sources, as through 
want of an active preparation much harm may be done to a 
patient. It is, therefore, a druggist’s absolute duty to insure 
that his foxglove leaves have been carefully dried and carefully 
stored. This should be done regardless of the price of the 
leaves, for careful cultivation and drying of the leaves, of 
course, entails much more labor and expense, but to know that 
digitalis comes from an absolutely reliable source is a better 
assurance of an active preparation than a doubtful physiological 


test, which the druggist cannot himself control. 











